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COLUMBUS. 

A POEM, 

IN NINE BOOKS. 

By J O E L BARLOW. 

THE FIFTH EDITION, CORRECTED. 


Tu fpiegherai, Colombo, a un novo polo 
Lontane si le fortunate antenne, 

Ch’a pcna feguirk con gli occhi il volo 
La Fama, c’ hi mille occhi e mille jpcnne. 

Canti ella Alcide, e Bacco, e di te folo 
Bafti a’pofteri tuoi, ch’ alquanto arccnne 
Che quel poco dari lunga memoria 
Di Poema degniffima, e d’iftoria. 

Gierufalemme Liber at a. Canto XV. Sla. 32. 


TO WHICH IS ADDED, 

The conspiracy of KINGS: 
A POEM, 

BY THE SAME AUTHOR. 
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N.° 12.14; and sold by BARROIS, senior, qUAI DE8 
AUGUSTINS; AND R. THOMSON, RUE DE l’aNCIENNE 
COMEDIE FRAN9AI8E, H.° 42. 1793. 


■Digitized by Google 




Digitized by GOogTe 



ADVERTISEMENT. 


HIS Poem was firft publifhed ia 
America, in the year 1787. During that 
year it went through two editions in that 
country, and one in England. The Author 
ia informed, tliat it has been once reprinted 
in America fince that period,. He now offers 
this edition to the Englifh Prefs in Paris, 
merely for the lake of preferving the nu- 
merous corrections and Ibme few additional 
notes which h^ has found leifure to make 
in it ; as a traveller, efpecially in countries 
at war, is expofed to lofe his, papers. Thele 
were of a nature Hot to be replaced ; and 
they may ferve, in a confiderable degree, tOfe 
diminilh the imperfections of the work, 

PaHs^ 12 July 
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INTRODUCTION. 


,E<VERY circumftance relating to the difcovery 
and fettlement of America, is an interefting ob- 
jed of enquiry. Yet, it is prefumed, from die prefent 
ftafe of literature in the United States, that many 
perfons, ivho might be entertained with an American 
produdion of this kind, are but (lightly acquainted 
with the life and charader of that great man, whole 
extraordinary genius led him to the difcovery of the 
continent, and whofe (ingular fufferings ought to 
excite the indignation of die world. 

Christopher Columbus was born in the re- 
public of Genoa, about the year 1447, at a dme 
when the navigation of Europe was fcarcely ex- 
tended beyond the limits of the Mediterranean. 
The mariner’s compafs had been invented and in 
common ufe for more than a century; yet with 
the help of this fure guide, prompted by the moft 
ardent fpirit of difcovery, and encouraged by the 
patronage of princes, the mariners of thofe days 
rarely ventured from the light of land. They ac- 
.quired great applaufe by failing along the coaft 
of Africa, and difeovering fome of the neighbouring 
ifrands j and after pulhing their refearches with tha 

A greateft 
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2 INTRODUCTION, 

greateft induflry and perfeverance for more than 
half a century, the Portuguefe, who were the moft 
fortunate and enterprifing, extended their difco- 
veries fouthward no farther than the equator. 

The rich commodities of the Eaft had, for fe- 
veral ages, been brought into Europe by the way 
of the Red-Sea and the Mediterranean ; and it had 
now become the object of the Portuguefe to find a 
pafTage to India, by failing round the fouthern ex- 
tremity of Africa, and then taking an eaftern courfe. 
This great objedt engaged the general attention of 
mankind, and drew into the Portuguefe fervice 
adventurers from every maritime nation in Europe. 
Every year added to their experience in navigation, 
and feemed to promife a reward to their induflry. 
The profpeft, however, of arriving at India was 
extremely diftant ; fifty years perfeverance in the 
fame track, had brought them only to the equator; 
and it was probable that as many more would 
elapfe before they could accomplifh their pur- 
pofe. But Columbus, by an uncommon exertion 
of genius, formed a defign no lefs aftonilhing to 
the age in which he lived, than beneficial to 
poflerity. This defign was to fail to India by tak- 
ing a weftern diredtion. By the accounts of travel- 
lers who had vifited India, that country feemed 
altyioft witliout limits on the eaft ; and, by 

attending 
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INTRODUCTION. 3 

attending to the fpherical figure of die earth, 
Columbus drew this conclufion — that the Atlantic 
ocean muft be bounded on the weft either by 
India itfelf, or by fome great continent not far 
diftant from it. 

This extraordinary man, who was now about 
twenty-feven years of age, appears to have pof- 
fefled every talent, requifite to form and execute 
the greateft enterprifes. He was early educated 
in all the ufefiil fciences that were taught in that 
day. He had made great proficiency in geography, 
aftronomy and drawing, as they were neceflary 
to his favourite purfuit of navigation. He had 
now been a number of years in the fervice of 
the Portuguefe, and had acquired all the expe- 
rience that their voyages and difeoveries could 
afford. His courage and perfeverance had been 
■ put to the fevereft teft, and the exercife of every 
amiable and heroic virtue rendered him univerfally 
known and refpe<fted. He had married a Portu- 
guefe lady, by whom he had two fons, Diego and 
Ferdinand ; the younger of whom is the hiftorian 
of his life. 

Such was the fituation of Columbus, when he 
formed and thoroughly digefted a plan, which, in 
its operation and confequences, unfolded to the 
view of mankind one half of the globe, diffufed 

A 2 wealth 


Digitized by Google 



4 I N T R O D U C T I O iV. 

wealth and dignity over the other, and extended 
commerce and civilization through the whole. 
To corroborate the theory which he had formed of 
the exiftence of a weftern continent, his difeerning 
mind, which always knew the application of every 
circumftance that fell in his way, had obferved 
feveral ftdls, which by others would have pafled 
unnoticed. In his voyages to the African idands, 
lie had found, floating afhore after a long weftern 
florin, pieces of wood carved in a curious manner, 
canes of a fize unknown in that quarter of the 
world, and human bodies with very Angular fea- 
tures. Fully confirmed in the opinion that a con- 
fiderable portion of the earth was ftill undifeovered, 
his genius was too vigorous and perfevering to 
fuffer an idea of this importance to reft merely in 
fpeculation, as it had done in the minds of Plato 
and Seneca, who appear to have had conjedlures of 
a fimilar nature. He determined therefore to bring 
Ills favourite theory to the teft of experiment. But 
an objeft of that magnitude required the patronage 
of a prince ; and a delign fo extraordinary, met 
with a^ the obftru6lions, delays and dilappoint- 
ments, which an age of fuperftition could invent, 
and which perlbnal jealoufy and malice could mag- 
nify and encourage. Happily for mankind, in this 
inftaace, a geniusj capable of devifing the greateft 
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INTRODUCTION. 5, 

undertakings, alibciated in itfelf a degree of pa- 
tience and enterprife, modefty and confidejice, 
which rendered him fuperior, not only to thefe 
misfortunes, but to all the future calamities of his 
life.. Excited by the moft ardent enthufiafm to 
be the difeoverer of new continents, and fully fen- 
fible of the advantages that would refult to man- 
kind from fuch difeoveries, he had the mortification 
to wafte away eighteen years of his life, after his 
fyftcmwas well eftablillred in his own mind, before 
he could obtain the means of executing his defigns. 
The greateft part of this period was fpent in fuc- 
ceflive and fruiticfs folicitations, in Genoa, Portu- 
gal, and Spain. As a duty to' his native country, 
he made his firft propofal to the Senate of Genoa i 
where it was foon rejebled. Confeious of the truth 
of his theor}% and of his own abilities to execute his 
defign, he retired without dejeftion from a body of 
men who w'cre incapable of forming ai^y juft; ideas 
atpon the fubjebt ; and applied with frdh confi- 
dence to John the Second, king of Portugal, who 
had diftinguilhed hlmfelf as the great patron of 
xuvigation, and in whofe fcrv’ice Columbus had 
acquired a reputation which entitled , him and his 
projeft to general confidence and approbation. But 
here he fuffered an inl'ult much greater than a direct 
refufal. After referring the examination of his 
. A3 fcheme 
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fcheme to the council who liad the direcfcion of 
naval affairs, and drawing from him his general 
ideas of the length of the voyage and the courfe he 
meant to take, that great monarch had the mean- 
nefs to confpire with this council to rob Columbus 
of the glory and advantage he expedled to derive 
from his undertaking. While Columbus was 
amufed with this negotiation, in hopes of having 
his fcheme adopted and patronifed, a vellel was 
fecretly difpatched, by order of the king, to make 
the intended difeovery. Want of Ikill and perfe- 
vcrance in the pilot rendered the plot unfuccefsful ; 
and Columbus, on difeovering; the treachen', re- 
tired with an ingenuous indignation from a court 
capable of fuch duplicity. 

Having now performed what was due to the 
country that gave liim birth, and to the one that 
had adopted him as a fubjedl, he was at liberty to 
court the patronage of any prince who Ihould have 
the wifdom and juftice to accept his propofals. He 
had communicated his ideas to his brother Bar- 
tholomew, whom he fent to England to negotiate 
with Henry the Seventh ; at the fame time that he 
went himfelf into Spain to apply in perfon to Fer- 
dinand and Ifabella, who governed the united 
kingdoms of Arragon and Caftlle. The circum- 
ftances of his brother’s application In England, 

which. 
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INTRODUCTION. 7 

which appears to have been unfuccefsful, is not to 
my purpofe to relate ; and the litnits prefcribed to 
this Introduftion will prevent the detail of all the 
particulars relating to his own negotiation in Spain. 
In this negotiation Columbus fpent eight years in 
the various agitations of fufpence, expedation and 
difappointment ; till at length his fcheme w'as 
adopted by Ifabella, who undertook, as queen of 
Caftile, to defray the expenccs of the expedition ; 
and declared herfelf, ever after, the friend and 
patron of the hero who projected it. 

^ CoLUM-BCS, who, during all his ill fuccefs in 
the negotiation, never abated any thing of the 
honours and emoluments which he expected to 
acquire in the expedition, obtained from Ferdinand 
and Ifabella a full ftipulation of every article con- 
tained in his firft • propolals. He was conftituted 
high admiral and viceroy of all the fcas, illands, 
and continents which he fliould difeover ; with 
power to receive one tenth of the profits arifing 
from their productions and commerce. Thefe 
offices and emoluments were to be hereditary in 
his family. 

These articles being adjufted, the preparations 
for the voyage were brought forward with rapidity ; 
but they were by no means adequate to the im- 
portance of the expedition. Three fmall veflels, 
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I N'T RODUCTION. 
fcarcely fufficient in fize to be employed in the 
coafting bufinefs, were appointed to traverfe the 
vaft; Atlantic ; and to encqunter the ftorms and 
currents that might be expedted in fo long a voyage, 
through diftant and unknown feas. Thefe veffels, 
as might be expefted in the infancy of navigation, 
were ill conllruded, in a poor condition, and 
manned by feamen unaccuftomed to diftant 
voyages. But the tedious length of time which 
Columbus had fpent in folicitation and fufpence, , 
and the profpedt of being able foon to obtain the 
objed: of his wiflies, induced him to overlook what 
he could not eafily remedy, and led him to dilfe- 
gard thofe circumftances which would have inti- 
midated any otlier mind. He accordingly equipped 
his fmall fquadron with as much expedition as 
pofliblc, manned with ninety men, and vidiualled 
for one year. With thefe, on the 3d of Auguft 
1492, amidft a vaft crowd of anxious fpedtators, 
he fet fail on an cnterprife, which, if we confidet 
the ill condition of his Ihips, the inexperience of 
his failors, the length and uncertainty of his vojr^, 
and the confequences that flowed from it, was the 
moft daring and important that ever was under- 
taken. He touched at fome of the Portuguefe 
fettlements in the Canary Ifles ; where, although he • 
had been but a few days out, he found his veflTek 

needed 
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INTRODUCTION. 9 

needed refitting. He foon made the neceflar}' re- 
pairs, and took his departure from the weftermoft 
iflands that had hitherto been difcovered. Here he 
left the former track of navigation, and fteered his 
courfe due weft. 

Not many days after he had been at fea, he 
began to experience a new fcene of difficulty. 
The failors now began to contemplate the dangers 
and uncertain iflbe of a voyage, the nature and 
length of which was left entirely open to conjedlure. 
Befides the ficklenefs and timidity natural to men 
unaccuftomed to the difeipline of a fea-faring life, 
feveral circumftances contributed . to infpire an ob- 
ftinate and mutinous difpolition, which required 
the moft confummate art, as well as fortitude, in 
the admiral to controul. Having been diree weeks 
at fea, and experienced the uniform courfe of the 
trade winds, which always blow in a.weftern direc- 
tion, they contended that, Ihould they continue the 
fame courfe for a longer period, the fame wands 
would never permit them to return to Spain. The 
magnetic needle began to vary its direction. This 
being the firft time that phenomenon was ever 
difcovered, it was viewed by the failors with afto- 
niflimcnt, and confidered as an indication that na- 
ture itfelf had changed her courfe, and that Provi- 
dence was determined to punifh dieir audacity, in 
. . venturing 


Digitized by Google 



lo INTRODUCTION, 
venturing fo far beyond the ordinary bounds of 
man. They declared that the commands of their 
fovereign had been fully obeyed, in their proceed- 
ing fo many days in the fame diredtion, and fo far 
furpafling the attempts of all former navigators, in 
quell of new dii'coveries. Every talent, requilitc 
for governing, foothing and tempering the paflions' 
of men, is confpicuous in the condudt of Columbus 
on this occafion. The dignity and affability of his 
manners, his furprifing knowledge and experience 
in naval affairs, his unwearied and minute attention 
to the duties of his command, gave him a com- 
plete afcendency oVer the minds of his men, and 
infplred that degree of confidence which would 
have maintained his authority in almoll any pofli- 
ble circumftances. But here, from the nature of 
tlie undertaking, every man had leifure to feed his 
imagination with all the gloominefs and uncertainty 
of the profpedt. They found, every day, that the 
fame Heady gales carried them with great rapidity 
from their native country, and indeed from all 
countries of which tliey had any knowledge. Not- 
withllanding all the variety of management with 
which Columbus addrefled himfelf to their paflions 
— fometimes by foothing them with the prognoftics 
of difeovering land, fometimes by flattering their 
ambition and feafting their avarice with the glory 

and 
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INTRODUCTION, 
and wealth they would acquire from difcovering 
thofe rich countries beyond the Atlantic, and fome- 
times by threatening them with the difpleafure of 
their fovereign, fhould their timidity and difobe- 
dience defeat fo great an objedt — their uneafinefs 
ftill increafed. From fecret whifperings, it arofe.to 
open mutiny and dangerous confpiracy. At length 
they determined to rid themfelves of the remon- 
ftrances of Columbus, by throwing him into the 
fea. The infedtion fpread from fliip to (hip, and 
involved officers as well as common failors. They 
finally loft all fenfe of fubordination, and addrefled 
their commander in an infolent manner, demand- 
ing to be condudled immediately back to Spain, 
or, they aflured him, they would feek their own 
fafety by taking away his life. Columbus, whofe 
fagacity and penetration had difeovered every 
fymptom of the diforder, was prepared for this laft 
ftage of it, and was Efficiently apprifed of the 
danger that awaited him. He found it vain to 
contend with paffions he could no longer controul. 
He therefore propofed that they fhould obey his 
orders for three days longer ; and, fhould they 'not 
difeover land in that time, he would then diredt his 
courfe for Spain. They complied with his pro- 
pofal ; and, happily for mankind, in three days 
they difeovered land. This was a fmall ifland, to 

which 
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12 INTRODUCTION., 
which Columbus gave the name of San Salvador, 
Their firft interview with the natives was a fcene 
of amufement and compaffion on the one part, and 
of aftonilhment and adoration on the other. The 
natives were entirely naked, fimple and timorous ; 
and they viewed the Spaniards as a fuperior order 
of beings, defcended from the Sun, which, in tliat 
ifland, and in moll parts of America, was w^or- 
fhipped as a Deity. By this it was eafy for Co- 
lumbus to perceive the line of conduft proper to 
be obferved toward that fimple and inoffenfive 
people. Had his companions and fucceflbrs, of 
the Spanifli nation, poffeffed the wifdom and Iw- 
manity of that great difcoverer, the benevolent 
mind would have had to experience no fenfations 
of regret, in contemplating die extenfive ad- 
vantages arlfing to mankind from die difeovery 
of America. 

In this voyage, Columbus difeovered the iflands' 
of Cuba and Hifpanio!a; .on the latter of wliich he 
erefted a fmall fort, and having left a garrifon of 
thirty-eight men under the command of an officer 
of the name of Arada, he fet fail for Spain. Re- 
turning acrofs the Adantic, he was overtaken by a 
violent ftorm, which lafted feveral days, and in- 
creafed to fuch a degree, as baffled all his naval 
fkill and threatened Immediate deftrii^dtion. In this 
, . fituatlon, 
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INTRODUCTION. 13 
fituation, when all were in a (late of defpair, and it ' 
was expected that every fea would fwallow up the 
crazy veffel, he manifefted a ferenity and prefence 
of mind, perhaps never equalled in cafes of like ex- 
tremity. He wrote a fhort account of his voyage and 
of the difeoveries he had made, wrapped it in an 
oiled cloth, enclofed it in a cake of wax, put it 
into an empty calk, and threw it overboard, in 
hopes that Ibme accident might prefert^e a depofit 
of fo much importance to the world. 

The ftorm however abated, and he at length 
arrived in Spain, after having been driven by 
■ftrefs of weather into the port of Lilbon, where he 
had opportunity, in an interview with the king of 
tPortugal, to prove die truth of his fyHerruby argu- 
ments more convincing than thofe he had before 
advanced, in the charadfer of an humble and un- 
fuccefsful fuitor. He was received every where in 
Spain with royal honours, his family was ennobled, 
and his former ftipulation refpedling his offices and 
emoluments was ratified in the moft folemn man- 
ner, by Ferdinand and Ifabella ; while all Europe 
refounded his praifes, and reciprocated their joy 
and congratulations on the difeovery of a new 
world. 

The immediate confequence of this was a fecond 
voyage; in which Columbus took charge of a fqua- 
' - dron 
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J4 INTRODUCTION, 
dron of feventeen fliips of confiderable burthen. 
Volunteers of all ranks and conditions folicited to 
be employed in this expedition. He carried over 
fifteen hundred perfons, together with all the ne- 
ceflaries for ellablilhing a colony and extending his 
difcoveries. In this voy^e he explored moft of 
the Weft-India Iflands ; but, on his arrival at 
Hifpaniola, he found that the garrifon he had left' 
there had been totally deftroyed by the natives, 
and the fort demolifhed. He however proceeded 
in the planting of his colony ; and, by his prudent 
and humane condudl towards the natives, he effec- 
tually eftabliflied the Spanilh authority in that 
ifland. But while he was thus laying the founda- 
tion of jheir future grandeur in Soutli America, 

• fome difeontented perfons, who had returned to 
Spain, together with his former enemies in that 
kingdom, confpired to accomplilh his ruin. 

They reprefented his condud; in fuch a light at 
court, as to create uneafinefs and diftruft in the 
jealous mind of Ferdinand, and made it neceffary 
for Columbus again to return to Spain, in order to 
counterad their machinations, and to obtain fuch 
'farther fupplics as were neceffary to his great po- 
litical and benevolent purpofes. On his arriving at 
.court, and ftating with his ufual dignity and confi- 
dence the whole hiflory of his tranfadions abroad, 

every 
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every tiling wore a favourable appearance. He was 
received with ufual honours, and folicited to take 
charge of another fquadron, to carry out farther 
fupplies, to purfue his difeoveries, and in every 
refpect to ufe his diferetion in extending the Spanifli 
empire in the new world. In this third voyage he 
difeovered the continent of America at the mouth 
of the river Oronoque. He reftified many diforders 
in his government of Hifpaniola, which had hap- 
pened in his abfence ; and every thing was going on 
in a profperous train, when an event was announced 
to him, which completed his own ruin, and gave a 
fatal turn to the Spanilh policy and conduct in 
America. This was the arrival of Francis de 
Bovadilla, with a commiffion to fupercede Co- 
lumbus in his government ; and with power to 
arraign him as a criminal, and to judge of his 
former adminiftration. 

It feems that by this time the enemies of Co- 
lumbus, defpairing to complete his overthrow by 
groundlefs infinuations of mal-condu6t, had taken 
the more effeftual method of exciting the jealoufy 
of their fovereigns. From the promifing famples 
of gold and other valuable commodities brought 
from America, they took occafion to reprefent to 
the king and queen, that the prodigious wealth 
and extent of the countries he had difeovered would 

foon 
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foon tlirow fuch power into the hands of the 
viceroy, that he would trample on the royal autho- 
rity, and bid defiance to the Spanifli power. Thefe 
arguments were well calculated for the cold and 
fufpicious temper of Ferdinand, and they muft 
have had fome elfect upon the mind of Ifabella. 
The confequcnce was the appointment of Bova- 
dilla, who had been the inveterate enemy of 
Columbus, to take the government from his hands. 
This firft tyrant of the SpanilF nation in America 
began his adminiftration by ordering Columbus to 
be put in chains on board of a (hip, and fending 
him prifoner to Spain. By relaxing all difcipline, 
he introduced diforder and licentioufnefs through- 
out the colony. He fubjedled the unhappy natives 
to a moft miferable fervitude, and apportioned them 
out in large numbers among his adherents. Under 
this fevere treatment perifhed, in a fliort time, 
many thoufands of thofe innocent people. 

Columbus was carried in his fetters to the 
Spanilh court, where the king and queen either 
feigned or felt a fufficient regret at the conduct of 
Bovadilla towards this illuftrious prifoner. He was 
not only releafed from confinement, but treated 
with all imaginable refpeft. But, altliough the 
king endeavoured to expiate the offence by cen- 
furing and recalling Bovadilla, yet we may judge of 

his 
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INTRODUCTION. 
his fincerity, from his appointing Nicholas de 
Ovando, another bitter enemy of Columbus, to 
fuccecd in the government, and from his ever after 
refufing to reinftate Columbus, or to fulfil any of 
the conditions on which the difcoveries were under- 
taken. After two years of felicitation for this or 
fome odier employment, he at length obtained a 
fquadron of four finall vellels to attempt new dif- 
coveries. He now fet out, with the ardour and 
enthufiafm of a young adventurer, in quell of what 
was always his favourite objed, a pafiage into the 
South Sea, by which he might fail to India. He 
touched at Hifpaniola, where Ovando, the gover- 
nor, refilled him admittance on Ihore, even to take 
flielter during a hurricane, the prognollics of which 
his experience had taught him to difeern. By 
putting into a fmall creek, he rode out the llorm, 
and then bore aw^ay for the continent. He fpent 
feveral months, in the moll boillerous feafon of the 
year, in exploring the coall round the gulph of 
Mexico, in hopes of finding the intended naviga- 
tion to mdia. At length he was Ihipwrecked, and 
driven alhore on the illand of Jamaica. 

His cup of calamities feemed now completely 
full. He was call upon an ifiand of favages, with- 
out provifions, without any v'cflcl, and diirty leagues 
from any Spanilh fettlement. But the greatell 
phylical misfortunes are capable of being imbit- 

® tered 
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tercd by the infults of our fellow-creatures. A few 
of his hardy companions generoufly offered, in two 
Indian canoes, to attempt a voyage to Hiipaniola, 
in hopes of obtaining a veffcl for the relief of the 
unhappy crew. After fuffering every extremity of 
danger and hardlhip, they arrived at the Spanifli 
colony in ten days. Ovando, through perfonal 
malice and jealoufy of Columbus, after having de- 
tained thefe meffengers eight months, difpatched a 
veffel to Jamaica, in order to fpy out the condition 
of Columbus and his crew, with p>ofitive inftruftions 
to the captain not to afford them any relief. This 
order was punftually executed. The captain ap- 
proached the Ihore, delivered a letter of empty com- 
pliment from Ovando to the admiral, received his 
anfwcr, and returned. About four months after- 
wards a veffel came to their relief ; and Columbus, 
worn out with fatigues and broken with misfor- 
tunes, returned for the laft time to Spain. Here a 
new diftrefs awaited him, which he confidered as 
one of the greatefl he had fuffered in his whole life : 
tliis was the death of queen Ifabella, his lafl and i 
greatefl friend. ^ 

He did not fuddenly abandon himfelf to defpair. 

He called upon the gratitude and juflice of the king; 
and, in terms of dignity, demanded the fulfilment I 

of his former contradl. Notwithftanding his age 
and infirmities, he even folicited to be farther em- 
ployed ' 
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ployed in extending the career of difcoverj', without 
a profped of any other reward but the confcioufnefs 
of doing good to mankind. But Ferdinand, cold, 
ungrateful, and timid, dared not to comply with a 
fingle propofal of this kind, left he fliould increafe 
his own obligations to a man, whofe fervices he 
thought it dangerous to reward. He therefore de- 
layed and avoided any decifion on thefe fubjedls, in 
hopes that the declining health of Columbus w^ould 
foon rid the court of the remonftrances of a man, 
whofe extraordinarj' merit was, in their opinion, a 
fufficient reafon for deftroying him. In this they 
were not difappointed. Columbus languifhed a 
fhort time, and gladly refigned a life, which had 
been worn out in the moft ellential lertdces, per- 
haps, that were ever rendered, by any one man, to 
an ungrateful w'orld. 


Some time in this gloomy interval, before his 
death, this Vifion is luppofed to have been prefented 
to him ; in order to fatisfy his benevolent mind, by 
unfolding to him the importance of his difeoveries, 
in their extenfive influence upon the intereft and 
happinefs of mankind, in the progrefs of fociety. 

The author has indulged a fmall anachronifm in 
the opening of the poem, for the fake of grouping 
the misfortunes of the hero ; as the time of his real 

B % im- 


Digitized by Google 



20 INTRODUCTION, 
imprifonment was previous to his lafl: voyage and 
to the death of Ifabella. 

The author, at firft, formed an idea of attempting 
a regular epic poem, on the difcovery of America. 
But on examining the nature of that event, he found 
that the moft brilliant fubjedts incident to fuch a 
plan would arife from the confequences of the difcovery, 
and mull be reprefented in vifion. Indeed to have 
made it a patriotic poem, by extending the fubjedt 
to the fetdement and revolutions of North America, 
and their probable effedt upon the future progrefs 
of fociety at large, would have protradted the vifion 
to fuch a degree as to render it dilproportionate to 
the reft of the work. To avoid an abfurdity of this 
kind, which he fuppofed the critics would not 
pardon, he rejedled the idea of a regular epic form, 
and has confined his plan to the train of events 
which might be reprefented. to the hero in vifion. 
This form he confiders as the be ft that the nature of 
the fubjedt would admit ; and the regularity of the 
parts will appear by obferving, that there is a fingle 
poetical delign conftandy kept in view, which is, to 
gratify and footh die defponding mind of the hero: 
it being the greateft poffible reward of his fervices, 
and the only one that his .fituation would permit him 
to enjoy, to convince him that his labours had not 
been beftowed in vain, and that he was the author 
©f fuch extenfive happinefs to the hxjman race. 
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Condition and foUloquy of Columbus. Appearance and 
fpeech of the Angel. They afcend the Mount of Vi/iony 
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of America drcnvs into view, and is defcribcd by the 
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VISION OF COLUMBUS 
B O O K I. 

IF j O N G had the Sage, the firft who dat’d to brave 
The unknown dangers of the weftern wave. 

Who taught mankind w’lcrc future empires lay 
In thefc fair confines of defeending day, 

Witli cares o’crwhclm’d, in life’s diftreffing gloom, 5 
Wifli’d from a thanklefs world a peaceful tomb ; 

^V’hile kings and nations, envious of his name. 

Enjoy’d his labours and ufurp’d his feme. 

And gave the chief, from promis’d empire hurl’d. 

Chains for a crown, a prifon for a world, lO 

. Now night and filence held their lonely reign, 

Tire half-orb’d moon declining to the main ; ^ 
Defeending clouds, o’er varying ether driven, 

Obfeur’d the ftars and Ihut the eye from heaven ; 

Cold mifts through op’ning grates the cell invade, 15 
And deathlike terrors haunt the midnight lhade ; 

When from a vifionary, fliort repofe. 

That rais’d netv cares and temper’d keener woes, 

, B 4 Co- 
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Columbus woke, and to the walls addrefs’d 
The deep-felt forrows of his manly breaft. 

20 

Here lies the purchafe, here the wretched fpoil, 
Of painful years and perfevering toil. 

For thefe dread walks, this hideous haunt of pain, 
I trac’d new regions o’er the pathlefs main, 

1 ' 

Dar’d all the dangers of the dreary wave, 

Hung o’er its clefts and topp’d the furging grave. 
Saw billowy feas in fwelling mountains roll, 

And burfting thunders rock the reddening pole. 
Death rear his front in every dreadhil form. 

25 

1 

Gape from beneath and blacken in the ftorm ; 
Till, toft far onward to the Ikirts of day. 
Where milder funs difpens’d a fmiling ray. 
Through brighter Ikies my happier fails defery’d 
The golden banks that bound the weftem tide. 

30 

And gave th’admiring world that bounteous fhore 
Their wealth to nations and to kings their p>ower. 

35 

Oh land of wonders ! dear, delullve coaft. 
To thefe fond aged eyes for ever loft ! 

No more thy flowery vales I travel o’er, 

For me thy mountains rear the head no more. 
For me thy rocks no fparkling gems unfold. 

40 

Or ftreams luxuriant wear their paths in gold ; 

Front 
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From realms of promis’d peace for ever borne, 

I hail dread anguilh, and in fecret mourn. 

But dangers part, a world explor’d in vain, 45 

And foes triumphant, Ihcw but half my pain. 

DifTembling friends, each earlier joy who gave. 

And fir’d my youth the ftorms of fiite to brave. 

Swarm’d in the funfliine of my happier days, 

Purfu’d the fortune and partook the praife, 53 

Bore in my doubtful caufe a two-fold part, 

Tlie garb of frienddiip and the viper’s heart, 

Now pafs my cell with fmiles of four difdain, 

Infult my woes and triumph in my pain. 

One gentle guardian Heav’n indulgent gave, 55 

And now that guardian flumliere in the grave. 

Hear from above, thou dear departed Shade,* 

As once my joys, my prefent forrows aid, 

Burft my full heart, afford that lad relief. 

Breathe back my fighs and reinfplre my grief ; 60 

Still in my fight thy royal form appears. 

Reproves my filence and demands my tears. 

On that bled hour my foul delights to dwell. 

When thy proteftion bade the canvafs fwell ; 

* The death of queen Ilabella, which happened previous to 
the lad return of Columbus from America, was his mod bitter 
fubje^ of regret ; as in her he lod his only friend. 

When 
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When kings and courtiers found tl)eir factions vain, 65 
Blind Superftition Ihrunk beneath her chain. 

The fun’s glad beam led on the circling way, 

And ifles rofe beauteous in the weftern day. 

But o’er thofe fJv’ry fhorcs, that new domain. 

What crouds of tyrants fix their hoiTid reign ! 70 

Again bold Freedom fecks her kindred fliies, ' 

Truth leaves the world, and Ifabella dies. 

Oh, lend thy friendly Ihroud to veil my fight, 

That thefe pain’d eyes may dread no more the light, 

Thefe welcome lhades lliall clofe my inflant doom, 75 
And this drear manfion moulder to a tomb. ^ 

Thus mourn’d die haplcfs man, a thundering found ( 
Roll’d round the fliuddering walls and fhook die ground j. 

O’er all the dome, where folemn arches bend. 

The roofs unfold and flreanis of light defeend ; &0 

The growing fplendor fill’d th’aftonifh’d room, 

And gales ethcrial breath’d a glad perfume ; 

Mild in the mldft a radiant feraph Ihcne, 

Rob’d in the veftments of the rifing fun ; 

Tail rofe his ftature, youth’s primeval grace 85 

Adorn’d his limbs and brighten’d in his face. 

His clofing wings, in golden plumage dreft, 

A\'ith gentle fweep came folding o’er his breafl. 

His 
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His locks in rolling ringlets glittering hung, 

And founds melodious mov’d his heav’nly tongue : 90 

Rife, trembling Chief, to fcenes of rapture, rife. 

This voice awaits thee from th’ approving Ikies ; 

Thy juft complaints, in God’s own prefcnce known. 

Have call’d compaffion from his bounteous throne ; 

Aflume no more the deep dcfponding ftrain, 95 

Nor count thy toils, nor deem thy virtues vain. 

Tho’ faithlefs men thy injur’d worth defpife, 

’Tis thus they treat the bleffings of the Ikies ; 

For look thro’ nature, Heav’n’s own conduct trace. 

What power divine fuftains th’unthankful race ! lOO 
From that great fource, that life-infpiring foul. 

Suns drew their light and fyftems learn’d to roll. 

Time walk’d the filent round, and life began. 

And God’s fair image ftamp’d the mind of man ; 

His cares, his bounties fill the realms of fpace, 105 

And Ihine fuperior in thy favour’d race ; ■ ; 

Men fpeak their wants,' th’ all-bounteous hand fupplies, • 
And gives the good that mortals dare defpife. 

In thefe dark vales where blinded fa£lion fways, ‘ 

Wealth, pride and conqueft claim the palm of praife, i 10 
Aw’d into flaves, while grov’ling millions groan. 

And blood-ftain’d fteps lead upwards to a throne. 

Far 
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Far other wreaths thy virtuous temples claim, 

Far nobler lionours build thy facred name ; 

Be thine the joys immortal minds that grace, 

And thine the toils that blefs a kindred race. 

Now raife thy ravilh’d foul to feenes more bright. 
The vifion’d ages rifing on thy fight ; 

For, wing’d with fpeed, fi-om worlds of light I came 
To footh thy grief and Ihow thy diftant fame. 

As that great Seer, whofe animating rod 
Taught Ifrael’s fons the wonder-working God, 

Who led, thro’ dreary waftes, tlie murm’ring band 
To the rich confines of the promis’d kind, ■ 

Opprefs d with years, from Pifgah’s beauteous height, 
O’er boundlefs regions call the raptur’d fight ; 

The blifs of unborn nations warm’d his bread. 

Repaid his toils and footh’d his foul to reft ; 

Thus, o’er thy fubjetft: wave, (halt thou behold 
Far happier realms their future charms unfold, 

In nobler pomp another Pifgah rife, . . ... 
Beneath whofe foot thy new-found Canaan lies ; 
There, rapt in vifion, hail 'the diftant clime, 

And tafte ^the bleftings of remoteft time. 

The Seraph fpoke ; and now before them lay ' 
(The doors unbarr’d) a fteep afeending way. 
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That, through difparting Ihadcs, arofe on high, 

Reach’d o’er the hills, and lengthen’d up the £kv, 

Show’d a clear fummit, rich with rifing flov. ers. 

That breathe their odours through celcftlal bowers ; 140 

O’er proud Hifpanian fpires, it looks fublime, 

Subjcdb the Alps and levels all the clime. 

Led by the Power, Columbus gain’d the height, 

A touch from heav’n fubllm’d his mortal fjght, 

And, calm beneath them, flow’d the wcftem main, 145 
Far ftretch’d, immenfe, a fky-encircled plain ; 

No fail, no ifle, no cloud invefts the bound, 

Nor billowy furgc difturbs th’unraried round ; 

Till, deep in diftant heav’ns, the fun’s dim ray 
Topp’d unknown clifis and call’d them up to day ; 150 

Slow glimmering into fight wide regions drew. 

And rofe and brighten’d on th’expanding view ; 

Fair fwecp the waves, the leflening ocean fmilcs, 

And breathes the fhigrance of a thoufand ifles ; 

Near and more near the long-drawn coafls arife, 155 
Bays flretch their arms and mountains lift the Ikies, 

The lakes, unfolding, point the ftreams their way. 

The plains, the hills, their fpreading Ikirts difplay. 

The vales draw forth, high walk th’approaching groves. 
And all the majeAy of nature moves. 165 

O’er 
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O’er the wild climes his eyes delighted rove, 

Where lands extend and glittering waters move ; 

He faw, through central realms, the winding fhorc 
Spread the deep Gulph, his fail had trac’d before. 

The Darien ifthmus meet the raging tide, 165 

Join dillant lands and neighb’ring feas divide. 

On either fide the fhores unbounded bend, 

Pulh wide their waves, and to the poles afeend ; 

While two great continents united rife. 

Broad as the main and lengthen’d with the fkics. 170 
Silent the Hero gaz’d; when thus the Guide : 

Here fpreads the world, thy daring fail defery’d. 

Ages unborn fhall blefs the happy day, 

Tliat faw thy ftreamers fhape the tracklefs way. 

While through the growing realms thy fons fhall tread, 175 
And following millions trace the path you led. 

Behold yon ifles, where firft thy flag unfurl’d, 

Wav’d peaceful triumph o’er the weftem world. 

Where, aw’d to filencc, favage bands gave place, 

And liail’d with joy the fun-defeended race !* 180 

* The onginal inhabitants of Hifpaniola were worlliippers 
of the fun. On the firft landing of (he Europeans, they were 
fuppo!ed to be gods, and confequently defeended from the fun, 

See 
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Sec there the banks that pureft waters lave, 
Swift Oronoque rolls back die ocean’s wave, 

The well-known current cleaves the lofty coafl, 
Where Faria’s walks thy former footfleps boaft ! 
Thefe fcanty fhores no more thy joys fhall bound. 
See nobler profpedls lead their fweliing round. 
Nature’s fublimefl fccnes before thee roll. 

And years and empires open on thy foul ! 

High to yon feats exalt thy roving view. 

Where Quito’s lofty plains o’erlook Peru, 

On whofc broad bafe, like clouds together driven, 
A world exalted props the fkirts of heaven. 

From fouth to north, what long blue fronts arife ! 
Ridge over ridge, and loft in ambient flties ! 
Approaching near, they heave expanding bounds. 
The yielding concave Sends fublimer rounds. 
Earth’s loftieft towers there lift the daring height. 
And all the Andes fill the bounded fight. 

Round the low bafe what floping breaches bend 
Hills form on hills, and trees o’er trees extend, 
Afcending, whitening, how the crags are loft ! 
O’erwhelm’d with fummits of eternal froft ; 

Broad fields of ice give back the morning ray. 
Like walls of funs, or heav’n’s perennial day. 
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There folding ftorms on eaftem pinions ride, 205 

Veil the black heav’n, and wrap the mountain’s fide, 

The thunders rake the crags, the rains defeend. 

And the long light’nings o’er^he vallies bend. 

While blafts unburden’d fweep the cliffs of fnow, 

The whirlwinds wheel above, the floods convolv e below, 210 
There molten rocks, explofive rend their tomb, 

And dread volcanoes ope the nations’ doom. 

Wild o’er the regions pour the floods of fire. 

The fliores heave backward arid the feas retire. 

There flumbering vengeance waits th’ Almighty’s call, 215 
Long ages hence to fliake fome guilty wall ; 

Thy pride, O Lima, fwells the fulph’rous wave. 

And fanes, and prieffs, and idols crowd thy grave. 

But ceafe, my fon, thefc dread events to trace. 

Nor learn the woes that wait thy kindred race. 220 

Beyond thofe glimmering hills, in lands unknown, 

O’er the wide gulph, beyond the flaming zone, 

Thro’ milder climes, fee gentler mountains rife, 

W'here yon dim regions bound the northern Ikies. 

Back from the ffiore afeending champaigns run, 225 
And lift their heights to hail the eaftem fun. 

Through all the midland realm, to yon blue pole. 

The green hills lengthen and the rivers roU. 

So 
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So fpoke the blcft Immortal ; when, more near, 
Tire northern climes in various pomp appear ; 
Lands yet unknown, and ftreams without a name 
Rife into vifion and demand their fame. 

As when fome faint, in heav’n’s fublime abode, 
Extends his views o’er all the works of God ; 
While earth, his kindred orb, before him rolls. 
Here glows the centre, and there point the’ poles ; 
O’er land and fea his eyes exalted rove. 

And joys of mortals kindle heav’n with love ; 

With equal glance the raptur’d Hero’s fight 
Rang’d tire low vale, or climb’d the cloudy height. 
As, led by heav’n’s own hand, his ardent mind. 
Explor’d the realms that here await mankind. 

From fultry Mobile’s rich Floridian fhore. 

To where Ontario bids hoarfe Laurence roar. 
Stretch’d o’er the plains and hills, in long array. 
The beauteous Alleganies met the day. 

Round the clear mountain-tops and o’er the ftreams. 
The foreft azure ftreak’d the morning beams ; 

Fair fpread the feene, the Hero gaz’d fublime. 
And thus in profpedl hail’d the happy clime : 

Bleft be the race, in future ages led. 


230 
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Where thefc wide realms their various bounties fpread ! 
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Wliat treafur’d llores the lofty hills combine ! 

Sleep there ye diamonds, and ye ores refine, 

Exalt your heads, ye oaks, ye pines, afcend, 255 

Till future navies bid your branches bend, 

Then fpread the canvafs o’er the watery way. 

Explore new worlds and teach the old your fway. 

He faid, and northward caft his wondering eyes, 

Where other cliffs, in other climes, arife, 260 

Where bleak Acadia fpreads the dangerous coaft. 

And illes and flioals tlieir latent horrors boaft. 

High in the diftant heav’n, the hoary height 
Heaves the ^ad failor an eternal light.* 

Nor could thofe hills, unnotic’d, raife their head, 265 
That look fublime o’er Hudfon’s winding bed ; 

Tho’ no bold fidion rear them to the Ikies, 

Tho’ neighb’ring fummits far fuperior rife ; 

Yet the blue Kaatlkill', where the ftorms divide. 

Would lift the heav’ns from Atlas’ lab’rlng pride. 270 
Awhile die ridgy heights his notice claun. 

And hills unnumber’d rofe without amame. 

Which plac’d, in pomp, on any eaftern ftiore, 

Taurus would .fhrink, the Alps be fung no more ; 


* The White Hills of Nova Scotia, though fifty nules from 
the fea, are the firli land to be difeovered in approaching that 
part of North America, and ferve as a land mark for a confi- 
derable length of coall, of very difficult navigation. 

For 
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Ffef here great Nature, more exalted fhow’d 27; 

The laft afccnding footfteps of her God. 

He favv thofe mountains ope their watery ftore, 

Floods leave their caves, thro’ hills difparting pour. 

Cleave the wide plains and feek the diftant ftrand, 

•> 

And lave their beauteous banks, where future towns 

mull Hand. 280 

Firfl, from the dreadful Andes’ oi>ening fide, 

He faw Maranon * lead his fovereign tide. 

A thoufand hills for him diffolve their fnow, 

A thoufand fVreams obedient bend below, 


* This river, from different circumflances, has obtained fe* 
veral different names. It has been called Amazon, from an idea 
that fome pai t of the neighbouring country was inhabited by a 
race of warlike women, refembling what Herodotus relates of 
the Amazons of Scythia. It has been railed Orellana, from its 
having been difeovered by a Spanifh officer of that name, who, 
on a certain expedition, deferted from the younger Pizarro, on 
one of the fources of this river, and navigated it from thence to 
the ocean. Maranon is the original name given it by the natives 
of the country ; which name I choofe to follow. 

If we eftimate its magnitude by the length of its courfe, and 
the quantity of its water, it is much the greateft river that has 
hitherto come to our knowledge. Its navigation is faid to be 
uninterrupted for four thoufand miles from the fea, its breadth, 
within the banks, is (ixty geographical miles ; it receives in its 
courfe a variety of great rivers, befides thofe deferibed in the 
fucceeding paragraphs of the text. Mair. of thefe defeend from 
elevated countries and mountains covered with fnow, the melt- 
ing of which annually fwells the Maranon above its banks; 
when it overflows and fertilizes a vaft extent of territory. 

C 7 , Pron> 
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From (lifFerent climes their devious courfes wind, 285 

Sweep beds of ore and leave their gold behind, 
coyto/r'i^c/a _ 

In headlong -eharailcfs indignant heave, 

Rufli to his opening banks and fvvell the fweeping wave. 

Ucayla, chief of all his mighty fons, 

From Cufeo’s heights a boundlefs journey runs ; 290 

Yutay moves gently in a (hotter courfe, 

And rapid Yatva pours a gathering force ; 

Far in a wild, by namelefs tributes fed. 

The filent Chavar wears a lonely bed ; 

Aloft, where northern Quito fits on high, . 295 

The roaring Napo quits his mifty (ky; 

Down the long fteeps, in whitening torrents driven, 

I.ikc Nile defeending from his fabled heaven. 

While other waves and lakes unknown to fame, 

Difcharge their urns and fill the fwelling ftream, 300 
That, far, from clime to clime, majeflic goes. 

Enlarging, widening, deepening as it flows; 

Approaching ocean hears the diftant roar. 

Moves up its bed, nor finds tli’ expedfed fhore ; 

His frefhening waves, with high and hoary tide, 305 

Whelm back the flood, and ides and champaigns hide. 

Till mingling waters lead tlie downward fweep. 

And waves, and trees, and banks roll whirling to the deep. 

'■ Now, 
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Now, where the fun in inikler glory beams, 

Brazilia’s hills pour down their fprcading Breams, 310 
The fmiling lakes their opening fidcs difplay. 

And winding vales prolong the devious way ; 

He faw Xaraya’s * diamond banks unfold. 

And Paraguay’s deep channel pav’d with gold. 

Saw proud Potofi lift his glittering head, 315 

Whence the clear Plata wears his tindtur’d bed ; 

Rich with the fpoils of many a diftant mine. 

In one broad filver fea their floods combine ; 

Wide o’er the realms its annual bounties fprend. 

By namelefs ftreams from various mountains fed ; 320 

The thirfty regions wait its glad return. 

And drink their future harvefts from its urn. 

Round the cold climes, beneath the fouthern Iky, 

Thy path, Magellan, caught the Hero’s eye ; 

The long cleft ridges wall’d the fprcading way, 325 

Fair gleaming weftward to the placid fea. 

* Some of the richeft diamond mines are found on the banks 
of the lake Xaraya. The river Paraguay is remarkable for the 
quantities of gold dull found in it’s channel. The Rio de la 
Plain, properly fo called, has its fource in the mountains of 
Potofi; and it is probably from this circumftancc, that it received 
its name, which fignifies the Rmer of Siher. This river, after 
being joined by the Paraguay, which is larger than itfelf, retains 
its own name till it joins the fea. Near the mouth, it is ninety 
miles wide ; but it is in other refpedls far inlerior to the 
Maraiion. 

C 3 Soon 
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Soon as the diftant wave was fcen to roll, 

His ancient wilhes * fill’d his rifing foul, 

Warm from his heaving heart an anxious figh 
Breath’d o’er his lips ; he turn’d his moiften’d eye, 330 
And thus befought the angel : Speak, my guide. 

Where leads the pafs ? and whence yon purple tide ? 

How the dim waves in blending ether ftray, 

No lands behind tliem rife, no ftreamers in them play 1 

In thofe low Ikies extends the boundlefs main, 335 
I fought fo long, and fought, alas, in vain. 

Reftore, celeftial Power, my youthful morn. 

Call back my years, and bid my fame return ; 

Grant me to trace, beyond that pathlefs fea. 

Some happier fhore from lull: of empire free ; 340 

In that far world to fix a peaceful bower. 

From envy fafe, and curfl Ovando’s power. 

Earth’s happieft realms, let not their diftance hide, 

Nor feas for ever roll tlieir ufelefs tide. 

Bid unborn nations burft the womb of time, 345 

And rife to birth in that indulgent clime ; 

* The great obje£l of Columbus in moft of his voyages was 
to difeaver a weftern paflage to India. For this purpofe he 
navigated the gulph of Mexico, with great care, and was much 
difappointed in not finding a pafs into the South Sea. The view 
he IS here fuppofed to have of that ocean would therefore na- 
turally recall his former defire of failing round the world. 

; And 
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And grant me ftill, this final talk to dare, 

One vent’rous bark, and be ray life thy care. 

The Hero fpoke ; the fcraph mild replies. 

While warm compalfion foften’d in his eyes : 

Though ftill to virtuous deeds thy mind afplrcs, 

And hcav’nly vifions kindle new defires ; 

Yet hear with reverence what attends thy Hate, 

Nor wilh to pafs th’ eternal bounds of fate. 

Led by this facred light thy foul lhall fee. 

That half mankind lhall owe their blifs to thee. 

And joyous empires claim their future birth. 

In thefe fair bounds of fea-encircled earth ; 

While unborn times, by thine example preft. 

Shall call forth heroes to explore the reft. 

Beyond thofe feaS, the well-known climes arife. 
Where morning fplcndors gild the Indian Ikies. 

Hie circling courfe to 'Madagafear’s Ihorcs, 

Round Afric’s cape, bold Gama now explores ; 

Another pafs thefe opening ftralts provide, 365 

Nor long lliall reft the daring fearch untry ’d ; 

Tills watery glade lliall open foon to fame. 

Here a loft hero fix his lafting name,* 

* The Straits of Magellan; fo called from having been dif- 
fovered bv that navigator, who firft attempted to go round the 
workl, and loft his life in the attempt. 
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From that new main in furious waves be toft, 

And fall negletfted on the barb’rous coaft. 370 

But fee the chief from Albion’s ftrand arifc, 

Speed in his pinions, fame before his eyes ! 

Hither, O Drake, difplay the liaftcning fails. 

Widen ye palTes, and awake ye gales. 

Move thou before him, heav’n-rcvolving fun, 375 

Wind his long courfc, and teach him where to run. 
Earth’s diftant ftrores, in circling bands unite. 

Lands, learn your fame, and oceans, roll in light. 

Round all the beauteous globe his flag be hurl’d, 

A new Columbus to th’aftonifli’d world ! 380 

He fpoke ; and filcnt tow’rd the northern Iky, 

Wide o’er the realms the Hero call his eye ; 

Saw the long floods thro’ devious channels pour. 

And wind their currents to the opening fliore ; 

While midland feas and lonely lakes difplay 385 

Their glittering glories to the beams of day. 

Thy capes, Virginia, towering from the tide. 

Rais’d their blue banks, and ftretch’d tlieir borders wide ; 

To future fails unfold a circling way. 

And guard the bofom of thy beauteous Bay. 390 

Where, from each diftant Allcganian height. 

Thy fpreading ftreams lay glimmering to the light ; 

York 
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York led his wave, imbank’d In flowery pride, 

And nobler James fell winding by his fide ; 

Back tow’rd the hills, through many a filent vale. 
Wild Rappahanock feem’d to lure the fail. 

While, for o’er all, in fea-like azure fpread. 

The great Potowmac fwept his lordly bed. 

When thus he faw the mingling waters play. 
And feas. In loft diforder, idly ftray. 

The frowning forefts ftretch the dufky wing. 

And deadly damps forbid the fruits to fpring. 

No feafons clothe the field with beauteous grain. 
No buoyant ftiip attempt the ufelefs main. 

With fond impatience, hcav’nly feer, he cry’d, 
When ftiall my children crofs the lonely tide ? 
Here, here, my fons, the hand of culture bring. 
Here teach the lawns to fmile, the groves to fing ; 
Ye facred floods, no longer vainly glide. 

Ye harvefts, load them, and ye forefts, ride. 

Bear the deep burden from the joyous fwain. 

And tell the world where peace and plenty reign. 

Now round the coaft, where other floods invite. 
He fondly turn’d ; they fill’d his eager fight : 

Here Del’ware’s waves the yielding ftiores divide, 
And here majeftic Hudfon pours his tide ; 
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Thy parent ftream, fair Hartford, met his eve, 

Far leflening upward to the northern Iky ; 

No watery glades thro’ richer valleys Ihine, 

Nor drinks the fea a lovelier wave than thine. 
Myftick and Qiarles adorn’d their bloomy Hies, 

And gay Pifcat’way caught his paffing fmiles ; 

Swift Kcnelieck, defeending from on high, 

Swept the tall hills and lengthen’d down the fky ; 
When hoarfe refounding through the gaping fliorc. 
He heard cold Laurence’ dreadful furges roar. 

Tho’ foftening May had wak’d the vernal blade, 

And happier climes her fragrant garb difplay’d. 

Yet howling winter, in this bleak domain. 

Shook the wide wade, and held his gloomy reign ; 
Still groans the flood, in frozen fetters bound. 

And ifles of ice his angry front furround ; 

Cloth’d in white majefty, the foaming main 
Leads up the tide and tempts the wintery chain. 
Billows on billows lift the maddening brine, 

And feas and clouds In battling conflI£l join. 

The dalh’d wave ftruggling heaves In fwelling fweep. 
Wide crafli the ponals of the frozen deep ; 

Till, forc’d aloft, high-bounding in the air. 

Moves the blear ice and Iheds a hideous glare, 
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The torn foundations on the furfr.ce ride, 

And wrecks of winter load the downward tide. 

Now where the lakes, thofe midland oceans lie, 
Columbus turn’d his heav’n-illumin’d eye. 

Ontario’s banks, unfolding on the north, 445 

With fvveep majeftic, pour’d his Laurence forth ; 

Above, bold Erie’s wave fublimely flood. 

Look’d o’er the cliff* and heav’d his headlong flood ; 

Far circling in the north, great Huron fpread. 

And Michigan o’erwhelm’d a weflern bed ; 450 

While, ftretch’d in circling majcfly away. 

The deep Superior clos’d the fetting day. 

Wide opening round them, lands delightful fpread, 

Deep groves innumerous call a folemn fliade ; 

Slow mov’d the fettling mifl in lurid flreams, 4^5 

And dufky radiance brown’d the folar beams ; 

O’er all the fcenc the great difeoverer flood. 

And thus addrefs’d the meffenger of good : 

But why thefc feats, that feem referv’d to grace 

The virtuous toils of fome illuflrious race, 460 

Why fpread fo wide, and form’d fo fair in vain ? 

And why fo diflant rolls th’unconfcious main ? 

Thefe defert fountains mufl for ever refl. 

Of man \mfcen, by native beafls poffefl. 

♦ The falls of Niagara. 


Digitized by Goc^le 



44 


THE VISION OF COLUMBUS: 


For, fee! no Ihip can point the canvafs here, 465 

No ftream condudls, nor ocean wanders near. 

Eternal winter clothes the Ihelvy Ihores, 

Where yon far northern* fon of Neptune roars ; 

Or flrould bold barks his frozen entrance brave, 

, And climes by culture warm his leffening wave, 470 

Yon frightful Cataradt exhalts the brow. 

And frowns defiance to the world below. 

To whom the Seraph. Here extended lies 
The happiell realm that feels the foflering fkies ; 

Led by this arm thy fons fhall hither come, 475 

And ftreams obedient yield the heroes room ; 

Nor think no pafs can find the diftant main. 

Or heav’n’s laft polifh touch’d thefe climes in vain. 

'See the bold Mifllfippi bend his way 
Thro’ all the weftern boundlefs tradls of day ; 480 

From loBcly lakes behold his current led. 

And filent waves adorn his infant head ; 

Far fouth thro’ happy regions fee him wind. 

By gathering floods and nobler fountains join’d. 

Yon opening gulph receive the beauteous wave, 485 

And thy known iflcs his frefh’ning current lave. 

To his broad bed their tributary llorcs, 

Akanfa here, and there Miflburi pours, 

* St. Laurence. 


Digilizca : I .1 n ''jTr 



BOOK THE FIRST. 


4 S 


Rouge, from the weftern wild, his channel fills, 

Ohio, gather’d from a thoufand hills, 490 

The Black, the Yazoes fed by Georgian fprings. 

And Illinois his northern tribute brings ; 

There lies the path thy future fons lhall trace, 

And fpread o’er thefe wide realms the glory of thy race. 

So taught the Saint. The regions nearer drew, 495 
And other objefls claim’d the Hero’s view. 

Retiring far round Hudfon’s frozen bay, 

Where Icffening circles llir’mk beyond the day. 

The {hivering Ihrubs fcarce brave the difmal clime. 

Snows ever-rifing with the years of time ; 50# 

The beafts all wliitening roam the lifelefs plain. 

And caves unfrequent fcoop the couch for man. 

Where fpring’s coy ftcps, in cold Canadia, llray. 

And joylefs feafons hold unequal fway. 

He faw the pine its daring mantle rear, 505 

Break tlie rude blaft and mock th’inclement year. 

Secure the limits of the angry Odes, 

And bid all fouthern vegetation rife. 

Wild o’er the vaft impenetrable round. 

The untrod bow’rs of Ihadowy nature frown’d ; 510 

The neighb’ring cedar wav’d its honours wide. 

The fir’s tall boughs, the oak’s refiftlels pride, 

The 
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The branching beech, the afpen’s trembling Ihade, 
Veil’d the dim heav’ns and brown’d the dulky glade. 
Here in huge crouds thofe fturdy fons of earth, 

In frofty regions, claim a nobler birth ; 

Where heavy trunks the Ihelt’ring dome requires, 
And copious fuel feeds the wint’ry fires. 

While warmer funs that fouthern climes emblaze, 

A cool deep umbrage o’er the woodland raife ; 
Floridia’s Ihores their blooms around him fpread, 
And Georgian hills erefl their fhady head. 

Beneath tall trees, in livelier verdure gay. 

Long level walks a humble garb difplay ; 

The infant maize unconfeious of its worth. 

Points the green fpire and bends the foliage forth ; 
Sweeten’d on flowery banks, the pafling air 
Breathes all th’untifted fragrance of the year ; 
Unbidden harvefts o’er the regions rife. 

And blooming life repays the genial Ikies. 

Where circling Ihores around the gulph extend. 

The bounteous groves with richer burdens bend ; 
Spontaneous fruits th’uplifted palms unfold. 

The beauteous orange waves a load of gold. 

The untaught vine, the wildly-wanton cane 
Bloom on the wafte, and clothe th’enarbour’d plain ; 
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Thc rich pimento fcents tlie neighbouring Ikies, 

And woolly clufters o’er the cotton rife. 

Here, in one view, the fame glad branches bring 

The fruits of autumn and the flowers of fpring ; 540 

No wint’ry blalls th’unclianging year deform, 

Nor beads unfhelter’d fear the pinching ftorm ; 

But vernal breezes o’er the bloflbms rove. 

And breathe the ripen’d juices thro’ the grove. 

Beneath the cryftal wave’s inconftant light, 545 

Pearl’s undiflinguifh’d fparkle on the fight ; 

From opening earth, in living luftre, fhine 
Tlie various treafures of the blazing mine ; 

Hills, cleft before him, all their ftores unfold. 

The quick mercurius and the burning gold ; 5^0 

While gems of various hues, in bright array, 

Illume the changing rocks and fhed the beams of day. 
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ARGUMENT. 


Natives of America appear in jvifion. Their manner i 
and charailers. Columbus enquires the ccmfe of the 
dijjimllarity of nations. The Angel replies — That the 
human body is compofed of a due proportion of the 
elements fated to the place of its firf creation — that 
theje elements, differently proportioned, produce all the 
changes of health, fcknefe, growth, and decay', 'and 
will likewife produce any other changes which occa- 
fion the diverfty of men — that thefe elemental prc~ 
portions are varied, not more by climate, than tem- 
perature, and many other local accidents — that the 
mind is likewife in a fate of change, and will take 
its phyfical charaiier from the body and from external 
objeils : examples. Enquiry and anjwer concerning 
the firf peopling of America. View of Mexico. Its 
defruflion by Cortez. View of Cufeo and S^tfito, 
cities of Peru. Tradition of Capac and Oella, 
founders of the Peruvian empire. Columbus enquires 
into their real hnfiory. The angel gives an aceount of 
their origin, and relates the fratagems they uftd in 
ejlaihjhing that empire. 
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BOOK II. 

I G H o’er the fcene, as thus Columbus gaz’d, 

Xh indulgent Power his arm fublimely rais’d ; 

When round the reahns fuperior luihe flew. 

And call’d new wonders to the Hero’s view. 

He faw, at once, as far as eye could rove, ^ 

irike fcattering herds, the fwarthy people move. 

In tribes innumerable ; all die wafte. 

Beneath their fteps, a varying fliadow cart. 

As airy Ihapes, beneath the moon’s pale eye. 

When broken clouds fail o’er the curtain’d fky, lo 

Spread thro’ the grove and flit along the glade, I 
And call their grifly phantoms through the (hade ; 

So move the hordes, in thickets half conceal’d. 

Or vagrant ftalking o’er the open field. 

Here ever-reflJefs tribes, defpifing home, 

O’er (hadowy dreams and tracklels deferts roam ; 

While others there, thro’ downs and liamlcts ftray. 

And rifing domes a happier date difplay. 

Da The 
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The painted chiefs, in death’s grim terrors dreft. 

Rife fierce to war, and beat the favage breaft ; 

Dark round their fteps colledling warriors pour. 

And dire revenge begins the hideous roar ; 

While to the realms around the fignal flies. 

And tribes on tribes, in dread diforder, rife. 

Track the mute foe and fcour the diftant wood. 

Wide as a florm, and dreadful as a flood ; 

Or deep in groves the filent ambulh lay. 

Or wing the flight or, fweep the prize away, 
■Unconfeious babes and reverend fires devour. 

Drink the warm blood, and paint their cheeks with gore. 

Awhile he gaz’d, with dubious thoughts opprefs’d. 
And thus his vyavering voice the Power addrefs’d 
Say, to what clafs of nature’s fons belong 

countlpfs tribes of this untutor’d throng ? 

Where human frames and brutal fouls combine. 

No force can tame them, and no arts refine. . . 
Can thefe be falliion’d on the focial plan. 

Or boaft a lineage with tlie race of man ? 

In yon fair ifle, * when firft my. wandering view 
Rang’d the glad coafl and met the favage crew ; 

* ifland of Hifpaniola ; where Columbus planted 
colony in his fleft voyage. See the’Introdiuftion. 
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A timorous herd, like haimlels roes, they ran, 

And call’d us gods, from whom their tribes began. 

But when, their fears allay’d, in us they trace 

The well-known image of a mortal race 

When Spanifh blood their wondering eyes beheld, 45 

Returning rage their changing bofoms fwcll’d ; 

Tliey rous’d their bands from numerous hills afeir, 

To feaft their fouls on ruin, waftc and war.’ 

Nor plighted vows, nor furc defeat, controui ' . 

The fame indignant favagcnefs of foul. 5 ® 

Tell then, my Seer, from what due fons of eartli 
The brutal people drew their ancient birth ? 

Whether in realmsj the weflern heav’ns that clofe, ^ 

A tribe diftindl from other nations rofe, - . . 

Born to fubjeftion ; when, in happier time, 55 

A nobler race fhould hail their fruitful clime.' 

Or, if a common fourcc all nations claim. 

Their lineage, form, and reas’ning powers the fame. 

What fovereign caufe, in fecret wifdom laid, 

Tliis wond’rous change in God’s own work has made ? 60 
Why various powers of foul . and tints of face 
Jn different cliipes diverfify the race ? 

To whom the Guide: — Unnumber’d caufes lie 
In earth, and fea, and round the varying Iky, 
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Tliat fire the foul, or damp the genial flame. 

And work their wonders on the human frame. 

See beauty, form, and colour change with place — 
Here charms of health the blooming vifage grace ; 
There pale difeafcs float in every wind. 

Deform the figure, and degrade the mind. 

From earth’s own elements, thy race at firft 
Rofe into life, the children of the duft ; 

Thefe kindred elements, by various ufe, 

Nourifh the growtli and every change produce ; 

In each afeending llagc the man fuflain. 

His breath, his food, his phyfic, and his bane. 

In due proportions, where thefe virtues lie, 

A perfedt form their equal aids fupply ; 

And, while unchang’d th’efficient caufes reign. 

Age foll’wing age th’unvaried race maintain. 

But where crude elements difteraper’d rife. 

And caA their fick’ning vapours round the fkles. 
Unlike that harmony of human frame. 

Where God’s firft works and Nature’s were the fame, 
Th’ unconfeious tribes, attemp’ring to the clime. 

Still vary downward with the years of time j 
Till fix’d, at laft,. their charafters abide. 

And local likenefs feeds their local pride. 
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The foul too, varying with the changing clime, 

Feeble or fierce, or groveling or fublime, 90 

Forms with the body to a kindred plan. 

And lives the fame, a nation or a man. 

Yet think not clime alone the tint controuls, 

On every fliore, by altitude of poles^ . .. 

A different caft the glowing zone demands, 95 

In Faria’s blooms,* fromTombut’s burning fands. 

Internal caufes, tliro’ the c^h and fkies. 

Blow in the breeze or on the mountain rife, 

'lliro’ air and ocean, with their changes run. 

Breathe from the ground, or circle with the fun. too 

, 1 

Where thefe long fliorcs their boundlefs regions fpread^ 
See the fame form all different tribes pervade ; 

Thro’ all alike the fertile forefts bloom. 

And all, uncultur’d, fhed a folemn gloom ; 

Thro’ all great nature’s boldeft features rife, 10^ 

Sink into vales and tower amid tlie fkies ; 

Sn earns, darkly winding, ftretch a broader fway. 

The groves and mountains bolder walks difplay ^ 

A dread fublimity Informs the whole. 

And wakes a dread fublimity of foul. no 

* Paria is a cduntry ne; r the river Oronoqiie ; the only part 
of the continent of Amerh a that Coluxbus had feen. Tombut, 
in tlie lame latitude, is the moft fteril prrt of Africa. 
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Yet time and art Ihall other changes ‘find, 

And open ftill and vary ftill the' mind. 

The countlefs fwarms that tread thefe'dank abodes, • - 
Who glean fpontaneous fmits and range the woods. 

Fix’d here for ages, in their fwarthy face ‘ ' ' ’ US 

Difplay the wild complexion of the place. 

Yet when their tribes to hajipy nations rife, ‘ • 

And earth by culture warms * the gerlial <fK!es; 

i " J " ' •- i: . 

* Without entering into any difeufiion on the theory of heat 
and cold, the autlior, in vindication of the expreflion in the 
text, would juft obfei vc, that fome folid mafs of matter, fuch 
for inftance as the furface of the earth, feems abfolurely neceflary 
to the prodiuftioii of' heat. At leal! jt muft be a. matter more 
compact than that of the fun’s rays ; and perhaps its pwwer of 
producing heat is in proportion to its folidity. That the warmth 
communicated to the atmofphere is generated by the combined 
caufes of the earth and the fun, he is- not dilpofed to deny ; but 
he thinks the agency of the fornver much more powerful in this 
operation than that of the latferi and its prefence more indif- 
penfible ; as malTes of matter will produce he&t by friAion, with- 
out the aid of the fun ; but no experiment has yet proved that 
the rays of the fun are capable of producing heat, without the 
aid of earthy matter. The air is temperate inthofe cavities of the 
earth where the fun is the moft cfFeftaally excluded ; whereas, 
the coldeft regions of which we have any krrowledge are the 
tops of the Andes ; where the fun’s rays have the moft direift 
operation, being the moft verticle and the Icaft obftrufted by 
vapours. Thofe regions are too far removed from the broad 
furface of the earth, which is requifite to warm the furrounding 
atmofphere by its co-operation with the aAion of the fun. 

From thefe principles" we may conclude that cultivation tends' 
to warm the atmofphere and meliorate the climate of a cold 
country; as by removing the forefts and the marfhes, the folid 
earth is oixn to the fun, and a£Is upon the air. 

According to the defcriptions given of the middle parts of 

£uro^‘ 
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A fairer tmt and more majeftic grace ^ 

Shall fluflr their features and e.xalt die' race ; 120 

While milder arts, with focial joys refin'd,' 

Infpire newbeaUties in the growing' mind. 

Thy foU’wers too, fair Europe’s nohleft pride. 

When future gales (hall wing them' o’er the tide, 

A ruddier hue * and deeper fhade fhall gain, 125 

And ftalk, in ftatelier figures, o’er the plain. 

While nature’s grandeur lifts the eye abroad 
O’er thefe dread footfteps of the forming^ God, 

Wing’d on a wider glance the vent’rous foul 

Bids greater powers and bolder thoughts Unroll ; 130 

The fage, the chief, the patrior,' unconfin’d. 

Shield the weak world and meliorate mankind: 

But think not thou, in all the range of man. 

That different pairs, in different climes, began ; 

Or tribes diftimS, by fignat marks confeft, '' 135 

Were bom to ferve or fubjugate the reft, 

Europe by Caefar and Tacitus, it appears that thofe countries 
were much colder in the days of thole writers, than atprefent; 
cultivation has already foftened the climate to a great degree. 
The fame effeift begins to be perceived in North America, and 
will doubtlefs one day be as apparent as the prefeiit difference in ■ 
the temperature of the two continents. 

The complexion of the inhabitants of North America, who 
are defeended from the Englilli and Dutch, is evidently darker, . 
and their ftature taller, tlian thofe of the Englilh and Dutch in 
Eutope 
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The Hero Iiesrcly snd thus refuiiiM the ftrain 
^Vho led thefe wand’ren o’er the dreary main ? 
Could their Aveak fires, unfkill’d in human lore. 
Build the bold bark, to feck an unknown fiiore ; 
A Ihore fo diftant from the world befide. 

So ctirk the tempefis, and fo wild the tide. 

That Greece and Tyre, and all who tempt the lea. 
Have fimnn d the talk, and left the fame to me ? 

When firll thy roving race, the Power reply’d, 
■Lcam’d by the liars the devious (all to guide, 

F rora ftormy Hellelpont explor’d the way. 

And fought the bound’rics of the Midland fca ; 
Ere great Alcides form’d the impious plair 
To check the fail, and bound tlie Heps of man, — 
Driv’n from tlie Calpian llraits, a haplels train 
Roll d on tlie waves that fweep tlie wellern main ; 
W hilc eallern llorms tlie bill’wing Ikies o’erlhade, 
-Nor fun nor liars afford their wonted aid. 

For many a darkfome day, o’erwhelm’d and toll, 
Tlieir fails, their oars In fwall’wing furges Ioll> 

At length, the clouds withdrawn, they fad defery 
1 heir courlc diredling from their native Iky ; 

No hope remains; while, o’er the flaming zone. 
The wind llili bears them with the circling fun ; 
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Till the wild walks of this dcFightful coaft 
Receive to lonely feats the fuffering hoft. 

The fruitful plains invite their fteps to roam. 

Renounce their forrows, and forget their home ; 

Revolving years their ceafelefs wand’rings led, ' 165 

And from their fons defeending nations fpread. 

Tliefe round the fouth and middle region ftray. 

Where cultur’d fields their growing arts difplay ; - 

While northern tribes a later fource demand, 

A race defeended from the Allan fitand. ^ 170 

Now tow’rd the dillant pole thy view extend ; 

See ifles and fhores and feas Pacific blend ; 

That peopled coafl, where Amur’s current glides, • • 

From thy own world a narrow frith divides ; 

There Tartar hofts, for numerous years, have fail’d, 175 
And changing tribes tliefe fruitful regions hail’d; 

He look’d : the north-weft Ihores beneath him fpread. 

And moving nations on the margin tread. 

As, when autumnal ftorms awake their force. 

The ftorks foreboding tempt their (buthern courfe ; 180I 

From all the fields coUe£ling throngs arife, ' 

Mount on the wing and crowd along the Ikies ; 

Thus, to his eye, from far Siberia’s fhore, • 

Thro’ illes and feas, the gath’ring people pour ; 

From 
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From tliofe cold regions hall a happier ftrand, ' ” ' 185 

Leap from tire wave and tread the welcome land ; , . 

The growing tribes extend their fouthern -fway,' 

And widely wander to a milder day, ‘ 

But why — the Chief replied — if ages, paft 
Have led thefe vagrants- o’er the wildcr’dwafte — • 19O- 

If human fouls, for focial corapaft given,!' 

Inform their nature with the (lamp of heaven. 

Why the dread glooms for ever mull they rove. 

And no mild joys their temper’d paffions move ? 

Ages remote and dark thou bring’ft to lights - i ' 195' 

When the firll: leaders ’dat’d the weftern: flight,^ 

On other fhbfcs^.in-everyrcaflern clime,'*: -■ 

Since that unletter!d, diftant trad! of time, • 

What arts have flione ! w'hat empires found their place ! 
What golden feeptres fway’d the human race:! ' 200 v- 

W'hat guilt.and grandeur fronS their fcatshecn h'url’d. 

And dire divulfions Ihook the clianging world ! 

Ere Rome’s bold Eagle clave th’affrighte’d.air, - - : , 

Ere Sparta form’d her death-like fons of war. 

Ere proud Chaldea faw her towers arlle,v ' 205 

Or Memphian columns heav’d againft the Ikies ; 

. Thefc tribes have ftray’d beneath the fruitful zone, j 
T heir fouls unpolilli’d, and their naine uokaown. . 

The 
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Tlie voice of heav’n reply’d:— rA fcanty train, 

In that far age, approacliM the widerdomain ; 

“Where fertile groves, with game and fruitage crown’ 
Supply’d their wilhes^from th’ uncultur’d ground. 

By nature form’d to rove, the rcftlefs mind, 

Of freedom fond, vvill ramble unconfin’d, 

Till all the realm is fill’d, and, rival right 
(Reftrains their, fteps, and bids their force unite ; 
When common fafety builds a common caufe. 
Conforms their intercfts and.infpires their laws ; 

By mutual checks their different manners Wend; 
Their fields bloom joyous, and their walls afcend. 

• Here, to their, grtwing hofts, no'bounds arofe, 
Tliey claim’d no (afeguard, as they fear’d no foes; 
Round all the land their fcatt’ring Cons muff ftray. 
Ere civil aits could claim a fettled fway. 

And what a world their mazy wand’ rings led ! 

What ftreams and wilds in boundlefs order fpread ! 
See the lliores lengthen, fee the rivers roll. 

To each far main imd each extendi pole ! 

Yet circling years the deftin’d courfc have run, 
Tlie realms are peopled and their arts begun. 

Behold, where that mkl region ftrikes the eyes, 

A few fair cities glitter to the fltics; 
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There move, in eaftern pomp, the toils of ftatc. 

And temples heave, magnificently great. 

The Hero look’d ; when from the varying height, 235 
Three growing fplendors, rifing on the fight, 

Flam’d like a confiellation : hi^ in view, 

Afcending near, their opening glories drew ; 

In equal pomp, beneath their roofs of gold. 

Three fpiry towns, in blazing pride, unfold. 240 

So, led by vifions of the guiding God, 

The facred Seer* in Patmos’ waftc who trod. 

Saw the dim vault of heav’n its folds unbend. 

And gates and fplres and fireets and domes defeend ; 

With golden ikies, and funs and rainbdws crown’d, 245 
The new-form’d city lights the world around. 

Fair on the north, bright Mexico arofe, 

A mimic morn her fparkling towers difclofe. 

An ample range the op’ning ftreets difplay. 

Give back the fun, and ihed internal day ; 250 

The circling wall with Iky-built turrets frown’d. 

And look’d defiance to the realms around ; 

A glimmering lake, without the walls retires. 

Inverts the trembling towers, and feems a grove of fpires. 

Bright, o’er the midfi, on columns lifted high, 255 
A rifing ftru 61 ure claims a loftier Iky ; 

* St. John’s vifion of the new Jerufalem.’ Rev. cb. axi. 
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O’er the tall grtcs fublimer arches bend. 

Courts larger lengthen, bolder walks afeend, 

Starr’d with fuperior gems the porches Ihine, 

And fpeak the royal refidence within. -■ 260 

There, rob’d in ftatc, high on a golden throne. 

Mid fuppliant kings, dread Montezuma fhone : 

Mild in his eye a temper’d grandeur fate. 

Great feem’d his foul, with confcrous power elate ; 

In afpe^Sl open, focial and fcrcnc, 265 

Enclos’d with fav’ritcs and of friends unfeen. 

Round the rich throne, with various luftre bright. 

Gems undiftinguilh’d caft a dianging I'^t ; 

Sapphires and cm’ralds deck the fplcndcnt fccne, 
Sky-tin 61 ures mingling with the vernal green ; 270 

The ruby’s blufh, the amber’s flames unfold. 

And diamonds brighten from the bumir^ gold ; 

Through all the doom the living blazes Wend, 

And caft their rainbows where the arches bend. 

Wide rouiul the walls, with mimic aflion gay, 275 

In order rang’d, hiftoric figures ftray. 

And ftiow, in Memphian ftyle,* with rival grace. 

The boafted feats of all their regal race. , 

* The Mexicans had the art of recording their hiftory in 
hieroglyphics; and. had carried this art to a degree of per- 
ie£lion nearly equal to that of the ancient Eg)'ptians. 

Thro’ 
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Thro’ the full gates, and rovmd each ample ftreet. 

Unnumber’d throngs, in various concourfe meet, 280 

% 

Ply different toils, new walls and ftrudlures rpa,r. 

Or till the fields, or train the ranks of war. 

Thro’ fpreading realms the fkirts of empire b^d, 

New temples rife and other plains extend ; 

Thrice ten wide provinces, in culture gay, 285 

Blefs the fame monarch and enlarge his fway. 

. A fmilc benignant kindling in, his eyes. 

Oh happy clime 1 the glad Columbus cries. 

Far in the midlarid, .fafe from foreign t foes. 

Thy joys fhall ripen, as thy .grandeur grows, 29® 

To endlefs years thy riling &me extend. 

And fires of nations from thy fons defcend. 

May no gold-thirfty race thy temples tread. 

Nor ftain thy ftrearas, nor. heap thy plains with dead ; 

No Bovadilla feize the tempting fpoil, 295 

Ovando dark, or.facrilegious Boyle,* 

‘ * Bovadilla and Ovando are mentioned in the Introducftion 
as the enemies and fucceflbrs of Columbus in the government 
of Hifpaniola. They began that fyftem of cruelty towards the 
natives which, in a few years, almofi depopulated . that ifland, 
and was afterwards purfued by Cortez, Pizarro and others, in 
all the firft fettlemeats in Spariifh America. 

Boyle was a fanatical pneft who accompanied Ovando, and 
under pretence of chriflianizing the natives by the fword, gave 
a fanftion to the moft fliocking-and extenfive fcenes of (laughter. 

In 
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In mimic priefthood grave, or rob’d in ftate, 
O’crwhelm thy glories in oblivious fate • 

Vain are thy fondeli hopes, the Power reply’d, 
Thcfe rich abodes from rav’ning hofts to hide, 

To teach hard guilt and cruelty to fpare 
The guardlefs prize, and check the vvafte of war, 
Tliink not the vulture, o’er tlie field of flain, 
Where bafe and brave promifcuous ftrow the plain, 
Where the young hero, in the pride of charms, 
Pours deeper crimfon o’er his fpotlels arms. 

Will pafs the tempting prey, and glut his rage 
On harder flefh, and carnage black w’ith age ; 

O’er all alike he darts his eager eye, . . 

Whets the dire beak and hovers down the Iky, 
From coundefs corfes picks the dainty food. 

And fcreams and fattens in the pureft blood. 

So the vile hofts, that trace thy daring way. 

On happicft tribes with fierceft fury prey. 

Thine the dread talk, O Cortez, here to Ihow 
What unknown crimes can heighten human woe. 
On thefe fair fields the blood of r ralj y to pour. 
Tread feeptres down, and print thy fteps in gore. 
With gold and carnage fwell thy fatelefs mind, 
^And live and die the blackeft of mankind. 

'■' ■■ ^ E 
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He gains the (here. Behold his fortrefs rife. 

The fleet in flames * afeends the darken’d Ikies. 

The march begins ; the nations, from afar, 

Quake in his fight, and wage the fruitlefs war ; 

O’er the rich provinces he bends his way, 325 

Kings in his chain, and kingdoms for his prey ; 

While, rob’d in peace, great Montezuma Bands, 

And crowns and treafures fparkle in his hands. 

Proffers the empire, yields the feeptred fway, ' ' 

Bids vaffall’d millions tremble and obey; 33a 

. , t • 

And plies the vidtoT, with inceffant prayer, 

Tliro’ ravag’d realms the harmlcfs race to fpare. 

But prayers, and tears, and feeptres plead in vain. 

Nor threats can move him, nor a world reflrain ; ' ‘ ' 

While bled religion’s proflituted name, 335 

And monkifh fury guides the facred flame : 

O’er fanes and altars, flres unhallow’d bend, 

* Climb the wide walls, and up the towers afeend, • ' • 

The condufl of Cortez, when he firft landed on the coaft 
of Mexico, was as remarkable for that hardy fpirit of adventure, 
to which fuccefs gives the name of policy, as his fubfequent 
operations were for cnjelty and perfkly. As foon as his army 
was on fliore, he difiiiantled his fleet of fuch articles as would be 
neceifary in building a new one; he then fet fire to all hfs fliips, 
and burnt them in prefence of his men ; that they might fight 
their battles with more defperate courage, knowing that it would 
be impofliblc to lave themfelves from a viftorious enemy by 
flight. He conftrueted a fmall foil on the fliore, in which the 
* iron and the rigging wee prefei'Ved. 
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Pour, round tlie lowering ikies, the fmoky flood. 
And whelm th? fields, and quench their rage in blooiL 
The Hero heard ; and, witli a heaving figh, 
Dropp’d the full tear that ftarted in his eye : 

Oh haplefs day ! his trembling voice reply’d. 

That faw my wand’ring llrcamcr mount the tide ! 

Oh ! had the lamp of.heav’n, to that bold fail, 

Ne’er mark’d the paflage nor awak’d the gale,' 
Taught eaftern worlds thcfe beauteous climes to find. 
Nor led thofe tygers forth to curfe mankind. 

Then had the tribes beneath thefe bounteous ikies, 
Seen their walls widen and their fpites arife ; 

Down the long trafts of time their glory ihone. 
Broad as the day and lailing as the fun : 

The growing realms, beneath thy ihield that reft, 

O haplefs monarch, ftill thy power had bleil. 
Enjoy’d the pleafures that furfound thy throne. 
Survey’d thy virtues and fublim’d tlieir own. 

Forgive me, prince ; this impious arm hath led 
Tlie unfeen ftorm that blackens o’er thy head; 
Taught the dark fons of ilaughter where to roam. 
To feize Ay crown and feal thy nation’s doom. 
Arm, ilMping empire, meet the daring band. 

Drive back th’invaders, fave the finking land — 

E 2 
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Yet vain the ftrifel behold the ftreaming blood ! 
Forgive me, Nature, and forgive me, God. 

Thus, from liis heart, while fpeaking forrows roll, 
The Power, reproving, footh’d his tender foul - 
Father of this new world, thy tears give o’er, 

Let virtue grieve and heav’n be blam’d no more. 
Enough for man, with perfevefing mind, ' - 

To a<5t his part and ftrive to blefs his kind ; 

Enough for thee, o’er thy dark age to foar, 

And raife to light that longrfccluded fhore. 

For this my guardian care' thy youth infpir’d. 

To virtue rais’d thee, and with glory fir’d. 

Bade in thy;plail each diftarit world unite. 

And wing’d thy velTel for the vcnt’rous flight. ' 
Nor thit^ no bleflangs ihall thy toils attend, 

Or thefe fell tyrants can defeat their end. 

Such impious :deeds, in hcav’n’s all-ruling plan. 
Lead in difguife the folid bllfs of man. ■' 

Long have thy race, to narrow fhores confin’d, ' ' 
Trod the fame round that cramp’d 'the roving mind 
Now, borne on bolder wings, with happier flight, 
rThe world’s broad bounds unfolding to the fight, * 
The mind fhall foar; the nations catch the flame,- 
Enlarge their treaties and extend their fame ■' ■ ’ 
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And burled gold, drawn bounteous from the mine. 

Give wings to commerce and the world refine. 

Now to yon fouthern walls extend thy viewp 
And mark the rival feats of rich Peru. 390 

There Quito’s airy plains, exalted high. 

With loftier temples rife along the Iky ; • ' 

And elder Cufco’s richer roofs unfold, 

Flame on the day, and flied their funs of gold. ' ^ 
Another range, in thefe delightful climes, 395 

Spreads a broad theatre for unborn crimes. . . 

Another Cortez lhall the tneafures view. 

The rage rekindle and tire guilt renew ; . . . 

His treafon, fraud,' and every dire decree, '■ 

O curft Pizarro, fhall revive in thee. - V 400 

► -There reigns a prince, whofe hand the fceptre claims, ' 
Thro’ a long lineage of irhp^rial names: , . 

Where the brave roll of following Incas trace • • ■ 

The diftant father of .their Irealin and race, • • - - •• 

Immortal Capac. He, in youthfiJ pride, 405 

-With young Oella^ his illuftrious bride, ... 
Invirtuous guile, proclaim’d their birth .begun. 

From the pure fpkndors of their God, the fuh r 
By him commiffion’d o’er thefe realms arouhd, > ' 

A polifli’d flalc on. peaceful laws, to found, . ' 410 
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To crulh the gods that human viftims chim. 

And point all worlliip to a nobler name. 

With cheerful rites, the due devotions pay 
To the, bright beam, tliat gives the changing day. 

On this great plan, the children of the fkies . ' 
Bade, in the wild, a growing empire rile ; 

Beneath their hand, and liicred to their fame, 

Arofe yon walls, that meet the folar flame. 
Succeeding fovereigns Iprcad their bounds afor. 
Enlarg’d their leagues, and footh’d the rage of war; 
Till thefe furrounding realms the feeptre own. 

And pay their homage to the facred fun. 

Behold, o’er yon wide lake their temple rife. 

Seat of the fun and. pillar of the fldes. 

'Ehe roofs of burnifh’d gold, the blazing Ipires 
Light the glad heav’ns and lofe their upward fires ; 
fix’d in the flaming front, with living ray, i j 
A diamond circlet gives the rival day ; - 1 ' 

In whofe bright face for ever looks abroad 
The radiant image of the beaming God.. 

Round the wide courts, and in the folemn dome, 

A white-rob’d train of holy virgins bloom ; 

Whofe pious hands the facred rites require. 

To grace the oflPerings, and preferve the fire. 
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On this bleft ifle, w'ltli flowery garlands crown’d, 435 
That ancient Pair, in charms of youth, were found, 
Whofe union’d fouls tlie myftic code defign’d. 

To blefs the nations * and reform mankind, 

* From the traditions of Capac and Oella, mentioned by the 
Spaniih hiftorians, they appear to have been very great and 
diftinguiflred charafters. About three centuries previous to the 
difeovery of that country by the Spaniards, the natives of Peru 
were as rude favages as any in America. They had no fixed 
habitations, no ideas of permanent property ; they wandered 
naked like the beads, and, like them, depended on the events 
of each day for a precarious fubfiftence. At tins period, Manco 
Capac, -and his wife Mama Oella, appeared on a fmall ifland in 
the lake Titiaca ; near which the city of Cufeo was afterwards 
erefted. Thefe perfons, in order to eftablifli a belief of their 
divinity in the minds of the people, wei'e clothed in white gar- 
ments of cotton : and declared themfelves defeended from the 
fun, who was their father and the god of that country. They 
affirmed, that he was offended at their cruel and perp 2 :u 1 wars, 
their barbarous modes of worfliip, and their neglcfting to make 
the bell ufe of the bleffings he was conft.antly bellowing, in fer- 
tilizing the earth and producing vegetation; that he pitied their 
wretched Hate, and had fent his own children to inltruft them, 
and to eftablifli a number of wife regulations, by which they 
might be rendei'ed happy. 

By fomc extraordinary method of jierfuafion, thefe perfons 
drew together a number of tlie favage tribes, laid the founda- 
tions of the city of Cufro, and eftablilhed what was called tlic 
kingdom of the Sun, or the Peruvian empire. In the reign of 
Alanco Capac, the dominion was extended about elglit le.agues 
from the city; and at the end of three centuries, it was cftabiifli- 
td fifteen hundred miles on the coaft of the Pacific oce.in ; and 
from that ocean to the mountains of the Andes. During this 
period, through a fucceffion of twelve monarchs, the original 
conftitution, eftabliflicd by the fii ft Inca, remained unaltered ; 
and was at laft overturned by an accident, which no human 
wifdom could forefee or prevent. 

For a more particular difquifition on the charaifter and iiifti- 
tiitions of this great legidator, the reader is referred to a di.Tcrta- 
tion prefixed to the third book. 

Z ( Mama 
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The Hero heard, and thus the Power befought: — ' 
Declare what arts the wonderous hleffings wrought ; 440 

Wliat human fkill,\in that benighted age, . , 

In favage fouls, could quell the barb’rous nge ? 

With leagues of peace combine a wide domain ? 

And teach the Virtues in their laws to reign ? 

Long is their ftory, faid the Power divine, 445 

Their labours great, and glorious the-defign ; 

t 

lilama Oella is faid to have invented many of the domeflic 
arts, particularly that of making garments of cotton 'and other 
vegetable fubftances. 

In the padage preceding this reference, I have alluded to mofl 
of the traditions, relating to the manner of their introducing 
themfelves, and eftablifliing their dominion. In the remainder 
of the fecond, and through the whole of the third book, I have 
given what may be fuppofed a probable narrative of their real 
origin and conduct. I have thrown the cpifode into an epic 
form, and given it fo confiderable a place in the poem, for the 
pu! pofe of e.xhibiting in aflion the characters, manners, and fen- 
timents of the different tribes of favages, that inhabit the moun- 
tams of South America. 

In reviewing this part of my fubjeft, I have to lament, that fo 
extraordinary and meritorious a poerrt, as the Araticana of Don 
Alonfo de Ercilla, of the fixteenth centurs’, has never yet ap- 
peared in our language. The account given of that work by 
Voltaire, excited my curioiity at an e.T,rlyday; as I conceived 
the manners and charac'fers of the mountain favages of Chili, as 
deferibed b3v' that heroic Spaniard, muff have opened a new field 
of poetry, rich with uncommon ornaments. 

i'hat elegant and conrife (ketch of it, lately given to the public 
bv Mr. liayley, has come into m.y hands, fince I have been 
writing thefe notes, and preparing this poem for the prefs : yet 
it gives me reafon to hope, with every friend of literature, that 
the whole of that great work will ere long be prefented to the 
Engiifh reader by the fame hand. 

, And 
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And tho’, to eanhly minds, their adlions reft, 

By years obfcur’d, in flowery fi£lion dreft, 

Yet my glad voice lhall wake their honour’d name, 

And give their virtues to immortal fame. 450 

Led by his father’s wars, in early prime. 

Young Capac wander’d from a northern clime ; 

Along thefe Ihores, with richer blooms array’d, 

Tliro’ fertile vales the vent’rous armies ftray’d. 

He faw the tribes unnumber’d range the plain, 455 

And rival chiefs, by rage and flaughter, reign ; 

He faw the fires their dreadful gods adore, 

Their altan ftaining with their children’s gore ; 

* f 

Yet mark’d their reverence for the fun, whofe beam 
Proclaims his bounties and his power fupreme ; 460 

Who fails in happier Ikies, difFufing good. 

Demands no vi£fim, and receives no blood. 

In peace return’d with his vifforious fire. 

Fair glory’s charms his youthful foul infpirc, 

To conquer nations on a nobler plan, 465 

And build his greatnefs on the blifs of man. 

By nature tbnn’d to daring deeds of fame, 

( f 

Fall, Ixild and beauteous rofe his ftately frame , 

Strong mov’d his limbs, a mild majcftic grace 

Seam’d from his eyes and open’d in his face ; 470 

O’er 
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O’er the dark world his mind fuperior (hone, 

And foaring, feeni’d .the feinblance of the fun. 

Now fame’s prophetic vifions lift his eyes. 

And future empires from his labours rife ; 

Yet foftcr fires his daring views controul, 475 

Sway the warm wifli and fill his changing foul. 

Shall the bright genius, kindled from above. 

Bend to the milder, gentler voice of love, 

That bounds his glories, and forbids to part, - - 
From that calm bower, that held his plighted lieart ? 480 

Or (hall the toils, imperial heroes ebim. 

Fire his bold bofo'm with a patriot flame. 

Bid feeptres wait him on Peruvia’s (hore, , . 

And bleft Oella meet his eyes no moreil 

Retiring penfive, near the wonted (hade, 485 

Flis unfecn (leps approach the beauteous maid. 

Her raven-locks roll on her heaving breaft, 

And wave luxuriant round her (lender waid. 

Gay wreaths of flowers her lovely brows adorn. 

And her white raiment mocks the pride of morn. 490 
Her bufy hand fuftains a bending bough. 

Where cotton cinders fpread their robes of fnow, 

From opening pods unbinds the fleecy dore, ■ 

Ands culls her labours for the evening bower, 

Fo 
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For ftie before, by deep invention led, 495 

Had found the {kill to turn the twilting thread. 

To fpread the woof,' the fhuttle to command. 

Till various garments grac’d her forming hand. 

Here, while her thoughts with her oNvn Capac rove. 

O’er former fcenes of innocence and love, .• 500 

Through many a field his fancied dangers {hare. 

And wait him glorious from the diftant war ; 

Blefl with the ardent wifh, ‘her fprightly mind 
A fnowy vefture for the prince defign’d ; 

She feeks the purefl wool, to web the fleece, 505 

The facred emblem of returning peace. 

Sudden his near approach her breaft alarms ; 

He flew enraptur’d to her yielding arms, , , ‘ 

And loft, diffolving in a fofter flame. 

The diftant empire and the fire of fome. 5 lO 

At length, retiring o’er the homeward field. 

Their mutual minds to happy converfe yield. 

O’er various fcenes of blifsful life they ran, . ; 

When thus the warrior to the maid began 

Joy of my life, thou know’ll my roving mind, 515 
With thefc grim tribes, in dark abodes, confin’d, • 

With grief hath mark’d what vengeful paffions fway 
The bickering bands, and fweep the race away. 

Where 
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Where late my diftant fteps the war purfu’d. 

The fertile plains grew boundlefe as I view’d ; 
Increafing nations trod the waving wild. 

And joyous nature more delightful fmil’d. 

No changing feafons there the flowers deform. 

No dread volcano, and no mountain ftorm ; 

Rains ne’er invade, nor livid lightnings pby. 

Nor clouds obfeure the radiant power of day. 

But, while the God, in ceafelefs glory bright, 
Rolls o’er the day, and fires his ftars by night, .■ 
Unbounded fulnefs flows beneath his reign. 

Seas yield their treafurcs, fruits adorn the plain ; 
Warm’d by his beam, their mountains pour the flood, 
And the cool breezes wake beneath the God. .< 
My anxious thoughts indulge die great defign, • . 
To form thofe nations to a fvvay divine ; 

Deflroy the rites of every dreadful power, ‘ t .. 
Whofe crimfon altars glow with human gore ; 

To laws and mildnefs teach .the realms to yield, - 
And richer fruits to grace the cultur’d, field. 
t But gre.at, my charmer, "'is the talk of fame, 

The countlcfs tribes to temper and to tame, • 

Full many a fpacious wild my foul muft fee, ’ 

Spread dreary bounds between my joys and. me ; . 
r • ' V 
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And yon bright^odhead circle many a year, 

Each lonely evening number’d with a tear. 

Long robes of white ♦ my fhoulders muft embrace, 545 
To fpeak my lineage of etherial race ; . . • 

That wondering tribes may honour and obey 
The radiant offspring of the Power of day. 

And when thro’ cultur’d fields their bowers increafe, ' 
And ftreams and plains furvcy the works of peace, 550 
When thciie glad hands the rod of.nations claim. 

And happy millions blefs thy Capac’s name. 

Then (hall he feign a journey to the fun. 

To bring the partner of the peaceful throne ; 

So fhall defcending kings the line fuffain. 

And unborn ages bloom beneath their reign. 

Will then my Fair, in that delightful hour, 

Forfake thefe wilds and hail a happier bower ? 

And now confenting, with approving fmiles. 

Bid the young warrior tempt the daring toils ? 

And, fweetly patient, wait the flight of days. 

That crown our labours with immortal praife? 

* As the art of fpinning is laid to have been invented by 
Oella, it is no improbable fiftion, to fuppofe they firft aflumed 
^efe white garments of cotton, as an emblem of the fun, in 
order to infpire that reverence for their perfons which was ne- 
ceffary to their fuccefc. Such a drefs may likewife be fuppofed 
to have been continued in -the family, as a badge of royalty. 

Silent 
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Silent the damfel heard ; her moi(leniii||.eye '• 

Spoke the full foul, nor could her voice reply ; 

Till fofter accents footh’d her anxious ear, 565 

Compos’d her tumult and allay’d her fear: 

Tliink not, enchanting maid, my Heps would part. 

While filent forrows heave tliat tender heart : 

Delia’s peace more dear lhall prove to me 
Than all die realms that bound the raging fea ; 570 

Nor thou, bright Sun, Ihould’ft bribe my foul to reft, , 
And leave one ftruggle in her lovely breaft. 

Yet think in thofe vaft dimes, my gende Fair,. . 

What haplefs millions claim our guardian care; 

How age to age leads on their piteous gloom, 575 

And rage and daughter croud th’untimely tomb; 

No focial ties their wayward palTions prove, . . 

Nor peace nor plcafurc treads the favage grove ; j • 

Mid thoufand heroes and a thoufand Fair, 

No fond Oella meets her Capac there. 

Yet, taught by thee domcftic joys to prize. 

With fofter charms the virgin race fliall rife. 

Awake new virtues, every grace improve. 

And form their minds for happinefs and love.' ' 

Behold, where future years, in pomp, defeend, •: 585' 

. . . 1 t ' - 

How worlds and ages on thy ..voice depend! 

And, 
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And, like the Sun, whofe all-delighting ray 
O’er thofe mild borders fheds fereneft day, 

Ditfufe thy bounties, give my (leps to rove, 

A few fliort months the noble talk to prove. 

And, fwift return’d from glorious toils, tfcclnrc 
What realms fubmilfive M'ait our folrering care. 

And will my prince, my Capac, borne away, 

Tltro’ thofe dark wilds, in quell of empire, Aray ? 
Where tygcrs fierce command the howling wood. 

And men like tygers tliirA for human blood. 

Think’A thou no dangerous deed the courfe attends ? ' 
Alone, unaided by thy fire and friends i ■ 
Ev’n chains and death may meet my rover there, 
Nor his laA groan could reach Oella’s ear. 

But chains, nor death, nor groans lhall Capac prove. 
Unknown to her, while Aie has power to rove. 

Clofe by thy fide where’er thy wand’rings Aray, 

My equal Aeps Aiall' meafure all the way; 

With borrow’d foul each dire event Til dare, 

Thy toils to leAcn, and thy dangers fhare. 

Command, bleA chief, Ance virtue bids thee go 
To rule the realms and banifit human woe. 
Command thefe hands two fnovvy robes to weave. 
The fun to mimic, and the tribes deceive ; 
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Then let us range, and fprcad the peaceful fvvay, 

The radiant children of the power of day. 

The lovely counfel pleas’d. The fmiling chief 
Approv’d her courage and difpell’d her grief ; 

Then to the diftant bower in hade they move, 615 

Begin their labours and prepare to rove. 

Soon grow the robes beneath her fonning care, 

And the fond parents wed the princely pair; 

But, whelm’d in grief, beheld th’approaching dawn. 

Their joys all vanifh’d, and their childreti gone. 620 

Nine days they ftray’d; the tenth effulgent morn 
Beheld the^fteps that blifsful Hie adorn. 

Tire toil begins; to every neighbouring band . 

They fpeak the meflage and their faith demand; 
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With various art fuperior powers difplay. 

To prove their lineage and confirm their fway. 
Th’aAonifh’d tribes believe with ghd furprife. 
The gods defeended from the fav’ring fkies ; 
Adore their perfons, rob’d in Ihining white. 
Receive their laws, and leave each horrid rite ; 
Build, with affifting toil, tlie golden throne. 
And liail and blcfs the feeptre of the Sun. 
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DISSERTATION 

'■ ; ON TH E 

GENIUS AND INSTITUTIONS 
• . or 

I .. 

M ANCO CAP AC. 


Although the original inhabitants of America in 
general deferve to be claiTed among the moft unimproved 
favages that have ever been dilbovered ; yet the Mexican 
and Peruvian governments exhibit remarkable inHances of 
order and regularity. In the di£Rnence of national chanu^cr 
between the people of thefetwo empires we may difeern the 
influence of political fyflems on the human mind, and infer 
the importance of the talk which a Icgillator undertakes, in 
attemptir^ to reduce a borbarois people under the controul 
of govermnent and laws. The Mexican conlHtution was 
&rmed to render its fubjedU brave and powerful ; but, while it 
fucceedod in this objedt, it tended to remove them farther 
from the real bleflEngs of focicty, than they were while in 
the rudeft ftate of nature. The hiftory of the world affords 
no indance of men whofe manners were equally ferocious, and 
whole fuperdition was more bloody and unrelenting. On the 
. I . . F contrary, 
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contrary, theeftablifhments of Manco Capac carry the marks 
of a moft benevolent and pacific fyftein ; they tended to hu- 
manize the world, and render his people happy ; while his 
ideas of the Deity were fo perfedt, as to bear a comparifon 
with die enlightened ^oilrines of Socrates or Plato. ■ 

I * 

The moft diftinguiflied charafters in hiftory, who have 
been confidered as legiflators among barbarous nations, arc 
Mofes, Lycurgus, Solon, Numa, Mahomet, Smd. Peter of 
Ruftia. Of thefe, only the two former and the two latter 
appear really to deferve that charadter. Solon and Numa 
pofleffed not the means nor the opportunity of Ihewing their 
talents in the bufinefs of original legillation. Athens and 
Rome were confiderably advanced in civilization, before 
thefe perfons arofe. The moft they could do was to correif 
and amend coiiftitutions already formed, Solon, in particular, 
may be confidered as a wife politician ; but by no means as 
the founder of a nation. The Athenians were too far! ad- 
vanced in fociety to admit any radical alteration in their forna 
of government; unlefs recourfe could have been had to 
the reprefentati VC fyftem, by ellablifhing a perfedl equality of 
rank, and inftru6ting all the people in their duties and then- 
rights ; a fyftem which was never underftood by any ancient 
legiflator. The inftitutions of Numa were more efieilive 
and durable ; his religious ceremonies were, for many ages, 
the moft powerful check upon the Ucentious and turbulent 
Romans , the greater part of whom were ignorant flaves. 
By inculcating a remarkable reverence for the gods, and 
making it neceflary toconfult the aufpices, when any thing 
important was to be tranfafted, he rendered the popular fu- 
. ' -■ perftition 
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perftition fubfervient to the views of policy , and gave the 
fenate a fteady check upon the extravagance of tlic plebeians. 
But the conftitutions of Rome and Athens, however the 
fubjedl of fo much injudicious applaufe, were never fixed 
upon any permanent principles ; though the wifdom of 
fome of tlieir rulers, and the fpirit of liberty that infpired 
tlie people, juftly demand our admiration. 

Each of the other legiflators above-mentioned deferves 
a particular confideration, as having adted in flations fomc- 
what fimilar to that of the Peruvain lawgiver. Three ob- 
je£b are to be attended to by the legiflator of a barbarous 
people. Fuji, That his fyftem be fuch as is capable of re- 
ducing the greateft number of men under one jurifdidlion. 
Secondly, That it apply to fuch principles in human nature 
for its fupport, as are univerfal and permanent, in order to 
enfure the duration of the government. Thirdly, That it 
admit of improvements correfpondent to any advancement 
in knowledge or variation of circumftances that may happen 

to its fubjcdls, without endangering the principle of govern- 
ment by fuch innovations.— So far, therefore, asthefyftems 
of thofe legiQators agree with thefe fundamental principles, 
they are worthy of refpeft ; and lb far as they deviate, they 
may be confidered as defedive and imperfed. 

. To begin with Mofes and Lycurgus,— It is necelTary in 
the firft place to obferve, that, in order to judge of the merit 
of any inftitutions, we muft take into view the peculiar cha- 
rader of the people for whom they were framed. For want 
of this attention, many of the laws of Mofes have been 

* ridiculed, 
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ridiculed, and many eftablifliments of Lycurgus have been 
cenfured. Tliejews, who were led by Mofcs out of Egypt, 
were not only uncivilir^l, but, having juft rifen to in- 
dependence from a ftate of fervitude, they united the man- 
ners of fervants and of favages; and their national charadber is 
a compofition of fervility and contumacy, ignorance, fu- 
perftition, filthinofs, and cruelty. Of their cruelty as a 
people, we need no other proof than the account of their 
avengers of blood, and the readinefs with which the whole 
congregation turned executioners and ftoned to death the 
devoted offenders. Tlie Icprofy, a difeafe now wholly un- 
known, was undoubtedly produced by their total want of 
cleanlinefs, continued for fucceffivc generations. In this 
view the frequent ablutions, the peculiar modes of trial, 
and many other inftitutions, may be vindicated from 
ridicule, and proved to be not only wife, but even neceflary 
resulations. 

The Spartan lawgiver has been equally cenfured for the 
toleration of theft and adultery. Among that race of bar- 
barians, tlicfc crimes were too general to admit of total pre- 
vention or univerfal puniihment. By veiling all property 
in the community, infteail of encouraging theft, he re- 
moved the poflibility of the crime ; and, in a nation where 
licentioufnefs was generally indulged, it was a great ftep 
towards mtroducing a purity of manners, to punifh adultery 
in all cafes, wherein the crime was not committed by the 

free confent of all parties injured or interefted. 

/ ' 

Until the inftitution of reprefentative republics, which 

are 
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•are of recent date, it was always a fa<^ confirmed by ex- 
perience, (;hat thofe conftitutions of government wefe beft 
calculated for immediate energy and duration, which were 
interwoven with fome religious fyflem. Tlie legiflator, who 
appears in the charadler of an infpired perfon, renders his 
political inftitutions facred, and interefts the confcicnce, as 
well as the judgment, in their fupport. The Jewifh law- 
giver had this advantage over the Spartan ; he appeared not 
in the charadler of a mere earthly governor, but as an in- 
terpreter of the divine will. By enjoining a religious obfer- 
vance of certain rites, he formed his people to habitual obe- 
dience ; by diredting tlteir cruelty againft the breakers of 
the laws, he at leaft mitigated the rancour of private ha- 
tred ; by forbidding ufury, and direfting that real property 
fhould return to the original families in the year of JubHee, 
he prevented too great an inequality of property ; and by 
fele^ing a particular tribe, to be the guardians and inter- 
preters of religion, he prevented its myllcries from being 
the fubje£t of profane and vulgar invefligation. To fecure 
the permanency of his inftitutions, he prohibited any inter- 
courfe with foreigners, by feverc reftridtions ; and formed 
his people to habits and a charafter difagrceable to otlicr na- 
tions ; by which means any foreign intercourfe was piev ent- 
cd, from the mutual hatred of both parties. 

To thefe inftitutions the laws of Lycutgus bear a mod 
ftriking refemblance. The features of his conftitution were 
fevere and forbidding; it was, however, calculated to in- 
fpire the raoft enthufiaftic love of liberty and maitial 
lionour. In no country was the patriotic paffton more 
' F 3 energetic 
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energrtic than in Sparta ; no laws ever excluded the idea of 
feparate property in an equal degree, or infpired a more 
thorough contempt for the manners of other nations. The 
utter prohibition of money, commerce, and almoft every 
thing defirable to effeminate nations, entirely excluded 
foreigners from Sparta ; and, while it infpired the people 
with contempt for others, it made them agreeable to each 
other. By thefe means, Lycurgus rendered the_ nation 
powerful and warlike ; and, to infure the duration of his 
government, he endeavoured to intereft the confciences of 
his people by the aid of oracles, and by the oath he is faid 
have exadled from them, to obey his laws till his return ; 
when he went into a voluntary and perpetual exile. 

From this view of the Jewifh and Spartan inftitutions, 
applied to the principles before (fated, they appear, in the 
two firft articles, confiderably imperfe6f, and in the lad, 
totally defc6tive. Neither of them was calculated to bring 
any confiderable territory or number of men under one 
jurifdidtion ; from this circumftance alone, they could not 
be rendered permanent, as they muff be conffantly expofed 
to their more powerful neighbours. But the third objedf 
of legiflation, that of providing for the future progrefs of 
fociety, which, as it regards the happinefs of mankind, is 
the mod important of the three, was, in both indances, 
entirely negledted. Thefe fydems appear to have been 
formed with an exprefs defign to prevent all future im- 
provement in knowledge, or enlargement of the human 
mind j and to fix thofe nations for ever in a date of igno- 
rance, fuperdition andbarbarifm, To vindicate their authors 
’ . ' from 
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from an imputation of weaknefs or inattention in this par- 
ticular, it may be urged that they were each of them fur- 
rounded by nations more powerful than their own ; it was 
therefore impolTible for them to commence an eftablilh- 
mcnt upon any other plan. 

The inftitutions of Mahomet are next to be confidered. 

The firft objedl of Icgiflation appears to have been better 
underftood by the Arabian prophet, than by either of the 
preceding fages ; his jurifdiiftion was capable of being en- 
larged to any extent ot territory, and governing any number 
of nations that might be fubjugated by his powerful and 
enthufiaftic armies; and to obtain tliis objedi, his fyftem of 
religion was admirably calculated. Like Mofes, he con-' 
vinced his people that he adled as the vicegerent of heaven ; • 

but with this capital advantage, adapting his religion to the 
rratural feelings and propcnfities of mankind, he multiplied 
his followers, by the allurements of pleafure, and tlie pro- 
mife of a fenfual paradife. Thcfe circumftances were like- 
wife fure to render his conftitution permanent. His re- 
ligious fyftem was fp eafy to be underftood, fo fplendid and 
fo inviting, there could be no danger that the people would 
lofe fight of its principles, and no necellity of future 
prophets, to explain the doitrines, or reform the nation. 

To thefo advantages, if we add the exadl and rigid military 
difeipline, the fplendor and facrednefs of tire monarch, and 
that total ignorance of the people, which fuch a fyftem 
will produce and per[retuate, the eftabliftirr.ent muft be 
evidently calculated for a confidcrable extent and duration. 

But the laft and moft important end of govermnent, that 
t.v.. j F 4 of 
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of mental improvement and focial happinefs, was deplorabljr 
loft in the inftitution. And there was probably more 
learning and cultivated genius in Arabia, in the days of 
this extraordinary chandler, than can now be found in all 
the Turkilh dominions. 

On the contnry, the enterpriling mind of the Ruflian 
monarch appears to haye been wholly bent on the arts of 
civilization, and tlie improvement of fociety among his’ 
fubjcdls. Happy in a legal title to a throne, which already 
commanded a prodigious extent of country, he found that 
the firft objedl of government was already fecured ; and by 
applying himfelf with great lagacity and perfevennee to the 
third obje(3, he was fure that die lecond would be a necef- 
fary and invariable confequence. He effedled his purpofes, 
important as they were, merely by the introdudlion of the 
arts, and the encouragement of politer manners. The great- 
nefs of his charadter appears not fo much in his inftitutions, 
which he copied from other nations, as in the extraord’mary 
meafures he followed to 'mtroduce them, the judgment he 
fhowed in feledling and adapting them to the genius of his 
fubjedls, and his furprifmg alSduity and fuccefs, by which 
he raifed a favage people to a dignified rank among European 
nations. All his plans were formed to encourage the future 
progrels of fociety ; and their duration was enfured by their 
obvious value and importance. 

To the nature and operation of the feveral forms of 
government above-mentioned, we w'lll compare that of the 
Peruvian lawgiver. It is probable that the favages of Peru 

, ; beforo 
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before the time of Capac, among other obje£Is of adoration, 
paid homage to the fun. By availing himfelf of this popular 
fentiment, he appeared, like Mofcs and Mahomet, in the 
charadter of a divine legiflator, endowed witli fupernatural 
powers. After imprefling thefe ideas ftrongly on the minds 
of the people, drawing together a number of the tribes, and 
rendering them fubfervient to his benevolent purpofes, he 
applied himfelf to forming the outlines of a plan of policy, 
capable of founding and regulating an extenflve empire, 
wifely calculated for perpetual duration, and exprefsly de- 
figned to improve the knowledge, peace, and happinels of 
a conliderable portion of mankind. In the apportionment 
of the lands, and the aflignment of real property, he in- 
vented a mode fomewhat refembling the feudal fj-flem of 
Europe : yet this fyftem was wifely checked in its opera- 
tion, by a law hmilar to that of Mofes, which regulated 
landed poflefllons in the year of Jubilee. He divided the 
lands into three parts ; the firft was confecrated to the ufes 
of religion ; the fecond fet apart for the Inca and his family, 
to enable him to defray the expences of government, and 
to appear in the ftyle of a monarch ; the third, and much 
the larged portion, was allotted to the |>eople ; and this 
allotment was repeated every year, and varied according to 
to the number and exigencies of each family. 

I As the Incan race appeared in the chanuSler of divinities, 
it was neceflTary that a fubordination of ranks fhould be 
edablifhed, in order to render the didiniShon between the 
monarch and liis people more perceptible. With this view 

he 
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he created a band of nobles, who were diftinguilhed by per-' 
fonal and hereditary honours. Thcfe were united to the 
monarch by the ftrongcft tics of intereft ; in peace they 
a<Sled as judges, and fuperintended the police of the empire ; 
in war they commanded in the armies. The next order 
of men were the rcfpedtable pcafantry of the country, who 
compofed the principal ftrength of the nation. Below thefe 
was a clafs of men who were the fervants of the public, 
who cultivated the public lands. They poflelTed no pro- 
perty, and their only fecurity depended on their regular 
induftry and peaceable demeanour. Above all thefe orders 
were the Inca and his family. He was poflelTed of abfolute 
and uncontroulable power ; his mandates were regarded as 
the word of Heaven, and the double guilt of impiety and 
rebellion attended on difobcdiencc. To imprefs the utmoR 
veneration for the Incan family, it was a fundamental 
principle, that the royal blood Ihould never be contaminated 
by any foreign alliance. The royfteries of religion were 
preferved facred by the high-prieft of the royal family, 
under the controul of the king ; and celebrated with 
rites, capable of making the deepeft impreflion on the 
multitude. The annual diftribution of the lands, while it 
provided for tlie varying circumftances of each family,.- 
ftrengthened the bands of fociety, by preventing the dif- 
ferent orders from interfering with each other ; the peafants 
could not vie with their fuperiors, and the nobles could not 
be fubjedled by misfortune to a fubordinat* llation. A con- 
flant habit of induftry was inculcated upon all ranks by tlie ' 
filrprifing force of example and emulation. The cultivation • 

of 
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of the foil, which in moft other countries is confidered as 
one of the lowed employments, was here regarded as a divine 
art. Having had no knowledge of it before, and being 
taught it by the children of their God, the people viewed it 
as a facred privilege, and confidered it as an honour, to 
imitate and aflid the fun in opening the bofom of the earth 
and producing vegetation. That the government might be 
able to exercife the endearing adls of benevolence, the ' 
produce of the public lands was referved in magazines, to 
fupply the wants of the unfortunate, as a depofit for the 
people in times of general fcarcity, and as a refource in cafe 
of an invafion. 

These are the outlines of a government, the mod fimple 
and energetic conceivable, and capable of reducing the 
greated number of men under one jurifdieSlion ; at the fame 
time, accommodating its principle of a£Hon to every date 
of fociety, and every dage of improvement, by a fingular 
and happy application to the pafllons of the liuman mind, 
it encouraged the advancement of knowledge, without being 
endangered by fuccefs. That fuch a government has a tair 
chance for duration is evident from this confideration, tliat 
a band of nobles are ever the firm fupporters of regal autho- 
rity ; unlefs the monarch is fo limited in his power that the 
nobles defpife his influence. This could not be the cafe in 
Peru ^ the nobles were judly proud of their elevated dation, 
thougli they could have no ambition to controul the Inca. 
Tliey were fenfible tliat their intered was connefted with 
that of the monarch ; and, fuppofing the influence of re- 
ligion to be out of the ejuedion, they would not attempt to 
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deftroy an inftitution on which their happlnefs dqwnded. 
A check equally efFedlive was, by the conRitution of hu- 
man nature, irapofed on the Inca. Elevated above the 
competition and rivahhip which corrode and torment the 
bofoms of the great, he could have no ambition to gratify, 
and no motive to induce him to an improper exercife of 
arbitiary power. 

In the traits of charafter which diRinguifh this inftitu- 
tion, we may difeern all the great ftrokes of each of the 
legiflators above-mentioned. The pretentions of Capac 
to divine authority were as artfully contrived, and as ef- 
fedlual in their confequenccs, as thofe of M.ahomet his 
exploding the worfliip of evil beings and objeifs of terror, 
forbidding human facrifices, inculcating more rational ideas 
nf the Deity, and accommodating the rites of worfhip to a 
God of juftice and benevolence, produced a greater change 
in the national charadier of his people, than any of the laws 
of Mofes : like Peter, he provided for the future improve- 
ment of fociety, while his adlions were never mcafured 
upon the fmall and contradlcd fcale, which limited tlie 
genius of Lycurgus, . . 

Thus far we find the political fyftem of Capac at leaft 
equal to thofe of the moR celebrated ancient or modern 
bwgivers. But in one particular his charadter is placed 
beyond all comparifon ; I mean for his religious inflitutions, 
and the rational ideas he had formed of tlie natiure and at- 
tributes of the Dcitv. 

: , And 
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• And here I (hall premife, that idolatrous nations have 
never been guilty of thofe glaring abfurdities with which' 
they are ufually charged by the ChrifUan world. The 
Perfian or Peruvian, when he direfted his adoration to the 
Sun, confidered it as the place of refidence for the unknown 
Deity, whom he worlhippcd, and who communicated from 
thence the bleflings of light, warmth, and vegetation ; the 
Greek, who bowed at the ftatuc of Jupiter, fuppofed it 
animated with the prefence of his God ; the Egyptian Apis, 
Ifis, and Orus, the calf, the leek, and the onion, though 
the theme of univerfal ridicule to other nations, were, in 
their firft confecratioh', Hke the Jewifli cherubim, fymboli- 
cal reprefentations of the nature and attributes of their 
deities. No man ever eredfed a flock or a ftone for a real 
obje£l of worfhip ; but all ignorant nations have paid theif 
adoration before the fymbol of the Deity, in fomc fhape or 
other, and direfletl their homage to the place of his fup- 
pofctl refidence. Even among enlightened n.ations, we find 
many traces of the fame ideas ; the Papift bows to the 
pi(£Iure and the crucifix; and the Methotlifl rolls up his 
eyes in prayer to the Iky. Perhaps umllifled wifdom can 
rife no higher ; and the reafon why idol worfhip w.as for- 
bidden in the divine law, was not becaufe of the erroneous 
ideas of the original inflitutors, but beCaufe the views of the 
▼ulgar, in procefs of time, are apt to flop fhort at the inter- 
mediate objefl, and to lofe fight of the original cflence. 
But the great crime of idolatrous nations confifted in their 
aferibing to the Deity the paflions and attributes of the 
Devil, and in the horrid and murderous rites of their wor- 
fhip. Mankind are more inclined to confider the Deity as a 

God 
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God of vengeance than a God of mercy. Even among 
Chriftians, mod peifons afcribe afflidHons to the hand of 
Heaven, and piofpsrity to their own merit and prudence. 
This principle operates in its full effedl among favages. 
They ufually form no idea of a general fuperintending 
Providence ; they confider not the Deity as tlie author of 
their beings, the creator of the world, and die difpenfer ot 
the happinefs they enjoy ; they difeern him not in the 
ufual courfe of nature, in the funfliinc and in the fhower, 
the produdlions of the eaith, and the blefling of fociety ; 
they find a Deity only in the ftorm, the earthquake, and 
the whirlwind ; or afcribe to hinb the evils of peftilence 
and famine ; they confider him as interpofing in wrath to 
change the courfe of nature, and exercifing the attributes 
' of rage and revenge. They adore him with rites fuited to 
thefe attributes, with horror, with penance, and with fa- 
crifice ; they imagine him pleafed with the feverity of their 
mortifications, with the oblations of blood, and the cries of 
human vidlims ; and hope to compound for giuatcr Judg- 
ments, by voluntary fulferings and horrid fiicrificcs, fuited 
to the relilh of his tafte. , . 

Perhaps no fingle criterion can be given, which will 
determine more accurately the ftate of fociety in any age or 
nation, than their general ideas concerning the nature and 
attributes of the Deity. In the moll enlightened periods of 
antiquity, only a very few of their wifeft philofophers, a 
Socrates, a Tully, or a Confucius, ever formed a juft idea 
on the fubjetft, or deferibed the Deity as a God of purity, 
juftice, and benevolence. Can any tiling then be more 
. ^ aftoniftiing 
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aftonifliing than to view a favage native of the fouthern 
wilds of America, rifing in an age, void of every trace of 
learning or refinement, and acquiring, by the mere efforts 
of reafon, a fublime and rational idea of the parent of the 
,univcrfc ! . . .. 

r • * ' 

He taught the nation to confider him as the God of 
order and regularity ; afcribing to his influence the rotation 
of the feafons, the produflions of the earth, and the bleflings 
of health efpccially attributing to his infpiration the wif- 
,dom of their laws, and that happy conftitution, which was 
the delight and veneration of the people. 

< / 

; These humane ideas of religion had a fenfible efFe£I 
upon the manners of the nation. They never began an 
ofFenfive war with their favage neighbours : and, whenever 
their country was invaded, they made war, not to extir- 
pate, but to divilize. The conqirered tribes, and 'thofe 
taken captive, v/ere adopted 'into the nation ; and, by 
blending with the conquerors, forgot their former rage and 
ferocity. . i. rl ■ ' ■ ' • ■ • 

. , 'i ' ( ' ! ■ < 

A SYSTEM .fo jviff and benevolent, as might be cxpe£Ied; 
was attended with fuccefs. In about three centuriesj 
thie dominions of the Incas had' extended fifteen hundred 
miles in length, and had introduced peace and profperity 
through the whole region. The arts of fociety had been 
carried to a confiderable degree of 1 improvement, and the 
authority of the Incan race univerCdly acknowledged ; 
when an event happened, that diflurbed the tranquillity of 
' : ' the 
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the empire. Huana Capac, the twelfth monarch, had re- 
duced the powerful kingdom of Quito, and annexed it to 
his empire. To conciliate the affeftions of his new fubjedts, 
he married a daughter of the ancient king of Quito. Thus, 
by violating a fundamental law of the Incas, he left at his 
death a difputed fuccefhon to the throne. Atabalipa, the fon 
of Huana, by the heirefs of Quito, being in pofleflion of 
the principal force of the Peruvian armies, which was left 
at that place on the death of his father, gave battle to his 
brother Huafear, who was the elder fon of Huana by a 
lawful wife, and legal heir to the crown. After a long and 
defirudfive civil war, the former was vi(Sorious ? and thus 
was that flourifhing and happy kingdom left a prey to civil 
diiTcntions, andtothefewfoldiersofPizarro, who happened 
at that jundlure to make a defeent upon their coaft. Thus 
he efTedled aneafy conqneft and an utter deftrudtion of that 
unfortunate people. It <s however extremely obvious, that 
th‘s deplorable event is not to lie charged on Capac, as the 
cdnfequenceofany defcdl in his inftitution. It is impoflible 
that any original legtflator fhould eftedfually giiard againft 
the folly of a future fovereign. Capac had not only re- 
moved every temptation that could induce a wife prince to 
wifh for a change in the conftitution, but' had connedled 
the ruin of his authority. with the change ;l for he, who 
dilrcgards any part of inftitutions deemed facred, teaches his 
people to confider the whole as an impofture. Had he 
made a hvv ordaining that the Peruvians fhould be abfolved 
from their allegiance to a prince, who fhould viobte the 
laws, it would evidently have implied pofiible error and im- 
perfedtion in thole perfons whom the people were ordered to 
- I regard 



i 


GENIUS, &c. OF MANGO CAP AC. 97 
regard as Divinities : the reverence due to charadlers who 
made fuch high pretenfions, would have been weakened ; 
and, inftead of rendering the conftitutioh perfect, fuch a 
law would have been its greateft defeat. Befides, it is pro- 
bable the rupture might have been healed, and the fuc- 
ceflion fettled, with as little difficulty as freijuently happens 
with partial revolutions in other kingdoms, had not the 
defeent of tl^ Spaniards prevented it. And this event, to a 
man in that ige and country, was totally beyond the poffi- 
bility of human forcfight. But viewing the concurrence of 
thefe fatal accidents, which reduced this flourifliing empire 
to a level with many other ruined and departed kingdoms, it 
only proves that no human fyftcm has tire privilege to be 
perfe£l. 

On the whole, it is evident, that the fyftcm of Capac is 
the moft furprifmg exertion of human genius to be found 
in the hiftory of mankind. When we confider him as an 
individual emerging from the midft of a barbarous people, 
having feen no poffible example of the operation of laws in 
any country, originating a plan of religion and policy never 
equalled by the fages of antiquity, civilizing an extenfiv* 
empire, and rendering religion and government fubfervient 
to the general happinefs of mankind, there is no danger that 
we grow too warm in his praife, or pronounce too high an 
culogium on his chaiufter. Had fuch a genius appeared in 
Greece or Rome, he had been thefubjedt ofuniverfal admi- 
ration ; had he arifen in the hivourite land of Turkey, his 
praifes had filled a thoufand pages in the diifufive writings of 
Voltaire. 
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O W, twice twelve years, tlie children of the fkics ' 
Beheld in peace their growing empire rife ; 

O’er happy realms difplay’d their generous care. 

Diffus’d their arts, and footh’d the rage of war ; 

Bade yon tall temple grace the fev’rite ifle, 5 

The gardens bloom, the cultur’d valleys fmile, 

Th’afpiring hills their fpacious mines unfold. 

Fair ftruftures blaze, and altars burn, in gold, 

Thofe broad foundations bend their arches high, 

And rear imperial Cufeo to the fky ; 10 

While wealth and grandeur blcfs’d th’extcndcd reign. 

From the bold Andes to the wcHcrn niaiti. 

When, fierce from eallcrn wilds, the fav.agc baiuls 
Lead fire and flaughter o’er the h?.pi>y lands ; 

Thro’ fertile fields the paths of culture trace, 15 

And vow deftruftion to the Incan race. 

Tlie king, undaunted in defcnfivc war. 

Drives back their hoft and fpeeds their flight afar ; 

G 3 Till, 
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Till, fir’d with rsge, they range the wonted wood. 

And feaft their fouls on future feenes of blood. 20 

Where yon blue fummits hang their cliffs on high, 
Frown o’er the plains and lengthen round the Iky ; 

Where vales exalted thro’ the breaches run, 

And drink the purer fpicndors cf the fun. 

The tribes innumerous meditate the blow, 25 

To blend their force and whelm the world belowi r c 
Capac, with caution, views the dark dcfign. 

From countlcfs wilds what hoftile myriads join ; • . . 

And fecks the means, by proffer’d leagues of peace, - r 
To calm their rage and bid the difeord ceafe. , . 30 ■■ 

His eldeft hope, young Rocha, at his call, ' , . :• 

Leaves the deep confines of the temple wall ; . , . • 

In whofe fair form, in lucid garments dreft. 

Began the facred fundion of the prieft. . ■ 

In early youth, ere yet the genial fun . 35 

Had twice fix changes o’er his childhood run, 

Tire blooming prince, beneath his parents’ hand, . 

Learn ’d all the laws that fway’d the facred land ; 

W’ith rites myfierious * ferv’d the Pow'pr divine. 

Prepar’d the altar and adorn’d the Ihrine, 40 

* The high-prieft of the Sun was always one of the roval 
family ; and, in every generation after the fii ft, was brother to 
the king. This office probably began with Rocha, as he Was 
the firit who was capable of receiving it, and as it was nerelfaiy, 
in the education of the prince, that he Ihould be initiated in the 
lacred mvltcrics. 
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Refponfive hail’d, with ftlll returning praife, 

Each circling feafon that the God difplays, 

Sooth’d with' funereal hymns the parting dead. 

At nuptial feafls the joyful chorus led ; 

While evening incenfe, and the morning fbng, 45 

Rofe from his hand or trembled on his tongue. 

Thus, form’d for empire, ere he gain’d tlie fway ; 

To rule with reverence, and with power obey, 

T • • 

Refle6l the glories of the parent Sun, 

And Ihine the Capac of his future throne, 50 

I • t . — f - 

Employ’d his ripening years'; till now, from far. 

The diftant fields proclaim approaching war ; 

Matur’d for a£tlve fccnes he quits the fhrine. 

To aid the council or in arms to fhinc. 

Where the mild monarch cbiirtly throngs enclofe, 55 
Sublime in modcft majefty he rofe. 

With reverence bow’d, confplcuous o’er the rcfl. 
Approach’d tire throne, and thus the fire addrefs’d : — 
Great king of nations, heav’n-defeended fage. 

Guard of my youth and glory of my age, 6a 

Thefe pontiff robes to my blefl brother’s hand 
Glad I refign, and wait tliy kind command. 

Should war invade, permit thy fon to wield 
The fhaft of vengeance through th’untempted field ; 

G 4 Led 
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Led by thy powerful arm, my foul fhall brave 
The haughtieft foe, or find a glorious grave ; 

For this dread conflift all our force demands. 

In one wide field to whelm the brutal bands, , 
four to the mountain gods their wonted food. 
And flilcld thy realms from future feenes of blood. 
Yet oh, may fovereign mercy firft ordain 
Propounded compadl to the favage train. 

Fearlefs of foes their own dark wilds I’ll trace, 

To quell the rage and give the terms of peace, 
Teach the grim tribes to bow beneath thy fway, 

I • 

And tafle the bleflings of the Power of day. 

The fire return’d : — .My earlieft wifb you kiiow. 
To fhield from flaughter and preferve the foe. 

In bands of mutual peace all tribes to bind. 

And live the friend and guardian of mankind. 
Should ftrife begin, thy youthful arm fMl fharc 
The toils of glory through the walks of war ; . 
But o’er thofe hideous hills, thro’ climes of fhoty, 
"With rcafon’s voice to lure the favage foe, , 

To ’fcape their fnares, their jarring fouls combine. 
Claims hardier limbs and riper years than thine. 
Yet one of hcav’nly race the talk Requires, 
Whofe myftic rites controul th’ethetial fires ; 
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So the footh’d Go&e^ Pfoves, to &ithl^ eyp^ 

His fvvaty on earth and empire of the ijues. 90 

Spnje veteran chirf, in thofe rovigh labours try’d. 


Shall aid the toil, and go Ay guide ; 

O’er dreary hgights ^ finding limbs fuftain. 

Teach Ae dark wUes gf g^ch iiAdious train. 

Through all cxtretga of life voios attend, 95' 

founcil 1 ^ Aq;, or jn arms defend; 

While Aree yout^. Ay chfifcR fpeiiA, Aall go . 
To learn the chmes §qd meditate jhe foe ; ... 

That wars'ol^ tj>eii; q(d ijwy find, ' ' 

To ferye f^ive tb? favage buid, • 100 


Rif^ Aen, my fon, bfight paftper pf i^iy fame, 

WiA early tgib *bX ^Pr^sl napte ; 

In high bd^P- bpac, 

To blefs mankind and ward Ac wafie pf vyar, 

To Acfe ^k hofis, where Aiyeripg m.Qvtrvtains run, 105’ 
j^oclaim the bounties pf ppi; fire Ae Sun., 

On Aefe fair plains, beneaA hi? happier ^fs, ' 

Tell how his frmts in bppndlcfs pfenty rife; .. ■ 

How the bright Po^ycr, Y^hpfe _all-dplightiug foul 

m 

Taught round Ac epuf^ pf hpay’ji his hars to roll, 1 ro 
To us his peaceful fops haA kiiidly. given 
His purclV laws, Ac favhite grace pf heaven ^ 

Bids ‘ 
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Bids every tribe the fame glad laws attend. 

His realms to widen and his fanes defend, 

Confefs and emulate his bounteous fway, ‘ 115 

And give his blcffings where he gives the day. 

Yet, fhould the gathering legions ftill prepare - 
The fhaft of flaughter for the barb’rous war. 

Tell them we know to tread the crimfon plain, - “ 

f , ■ - r 

And heav’n’s bright children never yield to man. 120 

But oh, my child, with fteps of caution go, 

The ways are hideous, and enrag’d the foe ; ' 

Blood ftains their altars, all their feafts are blood. 

Death their delight, and darknefs reigns theh God ; • 
Tygers and vultures, ftorms and earthquakes Ihare ' 1 25 
Their rites of worfhip and their fpoils of war. 

Should’ft thou, my Rocha, tempt their vengeful ire, - 
Should thofe dear relics feed a favage fire, 

Deep Cghs would heave thy wretched mother’s breafi. 

The pale fun fink in clouds of darknefs dreft, 130 

Thy fire and haplefs nations rue the day 
That drew thy fteps from thefe fad walls away. 

Yet go; ’tis virtue calls ; and realms unknown. 

By thefe long toils, may blefs thy future throne ; 
hFillions of unborn fouls in time may fee 135 

Their doom revers’d, and owe their joys to thee ; 

Whll* 
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While fava^ fires, with murdering hands, no more 
Dread thd grim Gods that claim their children’s gore ; 

But, fway’d ky happier fceptres, here behold 

The rites of freedom and the fhrines of gold. 140 

Be wife, be mindful of thy realm and throne ; 

Heav’n fpeed thy labours, and prderve my fon 1 " 

Soon thd glad prince, in robes of white array’d, ^ ‘ ' ' 

Call’d his attendants, and the fire obey’d. . » 

* . ... r ^ 

A diamond broad, in burning gold iinprefl, • • ' 145 
Pix’d the, fun’s image on his royal breaft ; ' 

Fair in his hand appear’d the olive 'bough, . r I 

And the white lautu * grac’d His beauteous brow. 

Swift o’er the hills that lift the walks of day, ' '''• • •' 

Thro’ parting clouds they took- their eaftcrn way; 15b 
Height over height they gain’d, beyOnd the bound 
Where the wide empire claims its utmoft round; 

To- numerous tribes proclaim’d the folar fway, ’ " 
And held, through various toils,' their tedious way. 

At length, far diflant, thro’ die darkening Ikies,' 155 
Where hills o’er hills in rude diforder rife, ' 

A dreadful groan, beneath the Ihuddering ground, ‘ 

Rolls down the ftceps and lhakes the world around. 


* The lauta was a cotton fringe, worn by the Incas, as a 
badge of royalty. 
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Columns of reddening Qnoke, above the height, 

O’ercaft the heav’ns and clcmd their wonted light ; 169 

From tottering tops delcend the difii of Ihow, 

The mountains reel, the valleyt rend below, ' 

The headlong ftreams forget their ufual round. 

And Ihrink and vanilh in the gaping ground ; 

The fun defccnds— Wide flames with livid glare 165 
Break the red cloud and purple all the air j , , 

Above the gaping top, wild cinders driven, 

Stream high and brighten to the midft of heaven ; 

Deep from beneath, full floods of boiling ore 

Burft the dread mount, and thro’ the opening roar; 170 

Torrents of molten rocks, on every frdc, 

Le^ o’er the (helves of ice the fiery tide ; 

Hills Hide before them, (kies around them burn, 

Towns fink bciteath, and heaving plaiits o’eituril j 
Thro’ diftant realnrs, the flaming deluge hurl’d, 175 

Sweeps trembling nations from th’aftonKh’d world. 

Meanwhile, at diftance, through the livid light, 

A bufy concourfe met their wondering fight ; 

The prince dr ew near ; where lo ! an altar flood. 

In form a fiimace, fill’d \yith burning wood i 1 80 

There a fair youth in pangs expiring lay. 

And the fond father thus was heard to pray 

* Receive, 
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* Receive, O dreadful Power, from feeble age. 

This laft pure offering to diy fatelefs rage ; 

Thrice has thy vengeance, on this hated land, 185 

Claim'd a dear infant from my yielding hand ; 

Thrice have thofe lovely lips the viftim prefc’d, 

And all the mother torn that tender breaft ; 

When the dread duty lUEed every figh'. 

And not a tear efcap’d her beauteous eye, 190 

The fourth, and Ikft, now meets the fatal doom, 

(Groan Hot, ray child, thy God commands thee hdme) 
Attend, once more, thou dark, infernal name, 

From yon fiur-ftreaming pyramid of flame ; 

9 n^ch,' from the heaving flelh, th’ expiring breath, igg 
Sacred to thee and all the powers of death ; 

Then, in thy hall, wndi fpoils of nations crown’d, 

Conflne thy walks beneath the rending ground ; 

No more on earth th’ embowell’d flames to pour. 

And fcourge my people and my race no more. 200 

Thus Rocha heard ; and, tow’rd the trembling crowd. 
Turn’d the bright enfign of his beaming God. 

* It is a faft, that the different tribes of thole mountain la- 
vages worlhipped the various objeds of terror that infelled the 
particular parts of the country where they dwelt ; fuch as fforms, 
volcanoes, rivers, lakes, and feveral bealb and birds of prey ; 
and all with this idea, that their forefathers defeended from the 
gods which they wotfbippcd. 

• - Th’ 
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Th’ affixed chief, with fear and grief opprefs’d. 

Beheld the fign, and thus the prince addrefs’d ; — 

From what for land, O royal,ftranger, fay, 205 

Afcend thy wandering fteps this nightly way ? ^ ■ 

Com’ft thou from plains like ours, with cinders firM ? 

And have thy people in the flames expir’d f . 

Or haft thou now, to ftay the whelming flood, 

No fon to offer to the furious God ? • 210 

From happier lands I came, the prince return’d, ' ' ■ 

Where no red vengeance e’er the concave burn’d ;■ • 

No furious God difturbs the peaceful Ikies, 

Nor yield our hands the bloody facrifice ; 

But life and joy the Power delights to give, 215 

And bids his children but rejoice and live: : • • 

Thou feeft o’er heav’n the all-delighting fun, ' . . , 

In living radiance rear his golden throne ; 

O’er plains and valleys fhed his genial beams. 

Call from yon cliffs of ice the winding ftreams ; 22 a, 

While fruits and flowers adorn th’ indulgent field. 

And feas and lakes their copious treafures yield. 

He reigns our only God ; in him we trace 
The friend, the father of our happy race. 

Late the lone tribes, on thofe delightful fhores, 225 

With gloomy reverence ferv’d Imagin’d powers j 

T.U 


Digitized by Unogli 



BOOK THE THIRD. 


HI 


230 


235 


TUI he, in pity to the roving race, 

Difpens’d their laws, and form’d their minds for peace. ' 
My heav’n-born parents firft the reign began, 

Sent from his courts to rule the race of man. 

To teach his arts, extend his bounteous fway, 

And give his bleSings where he gives the day. 

The wondering chief reply ’d : — Thy garb and face 
Proclaim thy lineage of fuperior race ; 

And our fin-diflant fires, no lefs than thine. 

Sprang from a God, and own a birth divine. 

From that tremendous mount, the fource of 
In elder times, my great forefathers came ; 

Where the dread Power conceals his dark abode. 

And claims, as now, the tribute of a God. 

This vidfim due when wiUlng mortals pay. 

His terrors leljen and his fires decay ; 

WhUe purer fleet regales th’ untainted air. 

And our glad hofts are fir’d for fiercer war. 

Yet know, dread chief, the pious youth rejoin’d. 

One fov’reign Power produc’d all human kind ; 

Some Sire fupreme, whofe ever-ruling foul 
Creates, prefcrves, and regulates the whole. 

That Sire fupreme mull lift his radiant eye 

Round the wide concave of the boundlefs Iky j 250 

That 
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That heav’n’s high courts, and all the walks of men, 

May rife unveil’d beneath his careful ken. 

Could thy dark Power, that holds his drear abode 
Deep in the bofom of that fiery flood, 

Yield the glad fruits that difiant nations find ? 255 

Or praife, or ptinlfh, of behold mankind ? 

When the bicft God, from glooms of changing night, 
Shall gild his chambers with the morning light. 

By myftic rites he’ll viridicate his throne. 

And own thy fervant for his duteous fon. fe6o 

Meantime, the chief reply’d, thy cares releas’d. 

Share the poor relics of our fcanty feafl ; 

Which, driv’n in hally rotlt, our train fupply’d. 

When trembling earth proclaim’d the boiling tide. 

They far’d, they refted ; till approaching mom 365 
Beheld the day-ftar o’er the mountain burn } 

The prince arofe, an altar rear’d on high. 

And watch’d the fplendors of the orient Iky. 

, When o’er the mountain flam’d the fun’s broad ray. 
He call’d the hoft his fafcred' rites t’eflTay; 270 

Then took the loaves of maize, the bounties brake. 

Gave to the chief and hade them all partake ; 

Tlie hallow’d relics on the pile he plac’d. 

With tufts of flow’rs die fiiriplc offering grac't^ 

Held 
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ilelJ to the fun the image from his breaft, 275 

Whofe glowing concave all the God exprefr'; 

O’er the dry’d leaves the rays concentred fly* 

And thus his voice afcends the lift’ning fky ; — * 

O thou, whofe fplendors kindle heav’n with fire, 

Great foul of nature, and the world’s dread lire> 280 
If e’er my father found thy fov’reign grace, 

Or thy bleft will ordain’d the Incan race, 

Give thefe lone tribes to learn thine awful name. 

Receive this offering, and the pile inflame : 

So lhall thy laws o’er thefe wide bounds be known, 285 
And earth’s unnumbcr’d fons be happy as thy own. 

Thus pray’d the prince : the kindling flames afpire, 

The tribes furroimding tremble and retire. 

Gaze on the wonder, full Convidlion own, 

And vow obedience to the facred Sun. 29O 

• The legates now their farther courfe defcry’d, 

A young cazique attending as a guide, 

O’er craggy cliffs purfu’d their eaftern way> 

Where loftier champai^ meet the fliivering day i 
Saw timorous tribes, in thofe fublime abodes, 295 

Adore the blaffs, and turn the florms to gods s 
While every cloud, that thunders thro’ the Ikies, 

Claims from their hands a human facrifice. 

, H Awhile 
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Awhile the youth, their better faith to gain, , '• : [ 

Strives, with his ufual art, but ftrives in vain ; 300 

In vain he pleads tlie mildnefs of the fun, 1 . 

In thofe cold bounds where chilling whirlwinds run ; r 
Where the dark tempefts fweep tlte world below, » 


And load the mountains with eternal fnow. 

The fun’s bright beam, the fearful tribes declare, 305 
Drives all their evils on the tortur’d air ; • 

He draws the vapours up the eallern Iky, > 

That fail and centre tow’rd his dazzling eye; 

Leads the loud florms along his mid-day courfe. 

And bids the Andes meet their fweeping force ; 310 

Builds their bleak fummits with an icy throne. 


To Ihine through heav’n, a fcmblance of his own ; 

Hence the dire chills the lifted lawns that wait, . 1 

And all the fcourges that attend their ftate. . . i ^ 

Sev’n toilfome days, the virt’ous Inca drove, 3 1 5 
To focial joys their favage minds to move ; 

Then, while the morning glow’d ferenely bright. 

He led their footfteps to an caftem height ; 

The world, unbounded, ftretch’d beneath them, lay. 

And not a cloud obfeur’d the rifmg day : 320 

Broad Amazonia, with her ftar-like dreams, 

In azure died, a heav’n inverted feems ; 

Dim 
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t)im Paraguay extends the aching light; 

Xaraya * glimmers like, the moon of night ; 

The earth and Ikies, in blending bdrders ftray, 

And fmile and brighten to the lamp of day. 

When thus the prince : ~ What majefty divine 1 
What robes of gold ! what flames around him Ihine 
There walks die God l.his ftarry Tons on high. 

Draw their dim veil, and Ihrink behind the Iky ; 
Earth with furrounding nature *s born a-new, 

And tribes and empites greet the gladdening view ! 
Who can behold his all-delighting foul 
Give life and joy, and heav’n and earth controul, 

Bid death and darknefs from his prefence move 

Who can behold, and not adore and love ? 

Thofe plains; immenfely circling, feel his beams, 

He greens the groves, he filvers o’er the ftreams, 

Swells the wild fruitage, gives the bead his food, 
And mute creation hails the genial God. 

But nobler joys his righteous laws impart, . . 
To aid the life and mould the focial heart. 

His peaceful arts o’er happy realms to fpread, 

And altars grace with pure celeftial bread ; 


325 


330 

« 


335 


340 


is a large lake in the country of Paraguay, and is 
the fource of the river Paraguay. • . ' 
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Such our diftinguifh’d lot, who own his fway, 34 S 

Mild as his morning ftars, and liberal as the day. 

His unknown laws, the mountain chief reply’d. 

In your far world your boafted race may guide ; 

And yon low plains, that drink his genial ray. 

At his glad ftirine their juft devotions pay, 359 

But we, nor fear his frown, nor truft his fmile ; 

He blafts our forefts and o’erturns our toil ; 

Our bowers are bury’d in his whirls of fnow. 

Or fwept and driv’n to lhade his tribes below. 

Ev’n now his mounting fteps thy hopes beguile, 355 
He lures thy raptures with a morning fmile ; 

But foon (for fo thofe laffron robes proclaim) 

Black ftorms (hall fail beneath his leading flame. 

Thunders and blafts, againft the mountains driven. 

Shall lhake the tott’ring tops, and rend the vault of heaven. 

He fpoke ; they waited, till th’ afcending ray. 

High from the noon-tide Ihot the faithlefs day ; 

When, lo ! far-gathering, round the eaftem (kies. 

Solemn and flow, the dark-red vapours rife ; 

Full clouds, convolving on the turbid air, 365 

Move, like an ocean, to the watery war. 

The hoft, fccurely rais’d, no dangers harm. 

They fit unclouded, and o’crlook the ftorm ; 

- . . While, 
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Wliilc, far beneath, the (ky-borne waters ride, ' 

O’er the dark deep and up the mountain’s fide ; 370 

The lightning’s glancing wings, in fury curl’d. 

Bend their long forky terrors o’er the world ; . 

Torrents, and broken crags, and floods, of rain. 

From fteep to fteep roll down their force amain, • 

III dreadful cataradls ; the crafhing found 375 

Fills the wide heav’ns and rocks the fmouldering ground. 
The blafts, unburden’d, take their upward courfc. 

And, o’er the mountain top, refume their force: 

Swift, thro’ tlie long white ridges, from the north. 

The rapid whirlwinds lead their terrors forth ; -380 

High rolls the ftorm, the circling furges rife. 

And wild gyrations wheel the hovering fkies ; 

Vaft hills of fnow, in fwcq>ing columns driven. 

Deluge the air and cloud the face of heaven ; 

Floods burft. their chains, the rocks forget their place, 385 
And the firm mountain trembles to its bafe. 

Long gaz’d the hoft 5 when thus the ftubborn chief. 
With eyes on fire, and fill’d with fullen grief ; — > 

Behold thy carelefs God, fecure on high. 

Laughs at our woes, and peaceful walks the fky, 390 
Drives all his evils on thefe feats fubliine. 

And wafts his favours to a happier cliijie j 
. . H 3 Sire 
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Sire of that joyous race thy v^orJs difclofe. 

There glads his children, here affliils his foes, ; 

Hence ! fpeed thy courfc ! purfuc him where he leads!; 39^5 
Left vengeance feize thee for thy father’s deeds, 

Thy immolated limbs affwage the fire 1 •' 

Of thofe curft powers, which now a gift require, 

The youth, in hafte, collefls his fcanty traip, : 

And, with the fun, flies o’er the wefterh plain, - ' 400 

The fading orb with plaintive voice be plies, , . j-. J 
To guide his tteps and light him .doWn the Ikies., .'o . 1 ., ' 
So, when the moon and all the hoft of even, 

Hang, pale and trembling, on the verge of heaven, - 
While ftorms, afeending, threat their nightly reign, ? 405 
! They feek their abfent fire, and fettle down the main. 

/ Now, to the fouth he turns ; where one vaft plaiq 

Calls from the hills, a wide-extended train ; , 

Of various drefs and various form they fhow’d ; 

Lach wore the enfign of his local god. 4 Iq 

From eaftem fteeps, a grilly hoft defeends. 

O’er whole grim chief a tyger’s hide depends : 

The tulky jaws grin o’er his fhaggy brow, 

The eye-balls glare, the paws depend below ; 

From his bor’d ears contorted ferpents hung, 415 

And drops of gore ifem’d rolling on his tongue. 

From 
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From northern wilds dark move the vulture-race ; 

Black tufts of quills their fhaded foreheads grace ; . - ’ 

The .daws extend, the beak is ^op’d. for blood) - 
And all the armour imitates the'god. ' , ,^420 

The * condor, frowning, from a fouthern plain,’. . 
Borne on a ftandar'd, -leads a numerous train : 

Glench’d in his talons bangs an infant dead, • 

His long beak pointing whcjcfr the fquadrons tread ; • 

His wings, fer-ftretcb‘uig, cleave the yielding wind, 425 
And his broad, tail o’erlhades the hoft behind. ;> 

From other plain.', and other hills, afar, , , ^ 

The tribes throng dreadful to the promis’d war ; . ■ 

Sonje wear the creftetl furies of the fnake. 

Some fliow the fcmblems of a ftream or lake ; 430 

All, from the Power they ferve, aflume their mode, ' , 
And foam and yell to tafte the Incan blood. 

; 'The prince, incautious, with his train drew near, 

Known for an Inca by his drefs and air. 

At once the favage bands to Vengeance move, 435 

Demand their arms, and chafe thcm:round the grove; 

His fcattering hoft in vain the combat tries. 

While circling thoufands froih their ambuih rife ; 

* The condor is fuppofed to be the largcft bird in the world. 
His wings, from one extreme to the other, arc laid to meafuic 
twenty feet ; and he is able to carry a child in his clutches. 

H 4 Nor 
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Nor power to ftrive, nor hope of flight remains, 

They bow in filence to the vigor’s drains. ^ 44 O 

When, now the gathering fquadrons throng the plain, 

And echoing (kies the rending fliouts retain ; ' 

Zamor, the leader of the tygcr-band, 

Bv choice appointed to the firft command, 

Shrugg’d up his fpotted fpoils above the reft, ■ 445' 

And, grimly frowning, thus the crowd addrefs’di-^- ^i ■ 
Warriors, attend ; to-morrow leads abroad “ . 

Our facred vengeance for our brothers’- blood, 

On thole fcorch’d plains for ever muft they lie, 'r 
Their bones ftlU naked to the burning (k,y ; 45*^ 

Left in the field for foreign hawks to tear, ; - ■ , 

Nor our own vultures can the banquet lhafe ? . ' . 

But foon, ye mountain gods, yon dreary weft 
Shall fate your vengeance with a nobler feaft ; 

When the proud Sun» that terror of the plain, 455 
Shall grieve in heav’n for all his children flain 5 
O’er boundlefs fields our flaught’ring myriads roam. 

And your dark powers command a happier homo. 
Meanwhile, ye tribes, thefe men of folar race. 

Food for the flames, your bloody rites fliall grace : 460 

Each to a diflFerent god his panting breath 
B-oCgns in fire ; this night demands their death J 
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All but thfr Inca'; him, referv’d in ftatc, .. 

Xhefe conquering hands ere long Ihall immolate, 

To that dread Power that thunders in the Ikies, 465 

9 

A grateful gift, before his mother’s eyes. , • 1 ,) 

The favage ceas’d '; the chiefs of ^very race ^ - ^ 

Lead the bold captives to their deftin’d place : 

The fun defcends, the parting day expires, 

And earth and heav’n difplay their fparkling fires. 470 
Soon the rais’d altars kindle round the gloom, ‘ ^ 

And call the vidlims to the vengeful doom : 

Led to the pile, in fovereign pomp they tread, ' '? • 

And fing, by turns, the triumphs of the dead. ■ ^ 

Amid the crowd, befide his altar, ftood 47 S 

The youth devoted to the tygqr-god ; 

A beauteous form he rofe, of noble grace. 

The only hope of his illuftrious race ; 

His aged fire, through numerous years, had fhonc. 

The firft fupporter of the Incan throne ; 480 

Wife Capa^ lov’d the youth, and grac’d his hand 
With a fair virgin, from a neighbouring band ; 

And him the royal prince, in equal prime. 

Had chofe, t’ attend him round the favage clime. 

He mounts the pyre ; the flames approach his breath, 485 
And thus he wakes the dauntlefs fong of death 



*22 THE VISION >OF COLU3IBUS; 


O thou dark vaiJlt of heaven !: his daily throne, i 
Where flee the abfent glories of the fun?, : ' 

Ye ftarry hofts, that kindle from his eye, '! !.•..!> J 
Can you behold him in the weftern Iky ? i , "490 

Or if, unfeen, beneath his watery bed,' j ';• ''il ; i i 
The weary’d God tedines his radiant head, i-i: 1 • !'? I 
When next histmorning;fl[eps your courtshiflame, 1 
And feek On earth for young Azonto's name, " ■ ! 

Then point thefe afhes, mark the fmoky' pile, . .1) 495 
And fay the hero fuffer’d wirii a flnile. ■■ •• ■< 

So fhall th’ avenging Power, in fury dreft, ’ 't lir ■’ ; ' 

Bind the red * drclet o’er bis changing •veil,'! !j 
Bid dire dcllrudlion, on'tliefe dark' abodes, ' ■ ’ ' 'r : : 
Whelm the grim tribes and all their favage gods. 5CO 

But oh ! forbear to tell my ftoo{>ing fire, — 

His darling hopes have fed a coward fire: ■ ' - - 

^Vhy llioidd he know the tortures of the bravo ? - 

Or fruitlefs forrows bend him to the grave ? . ^ 

And may’ll thou ne’er be told, my bridal Fair, 505 

What filent pangs thefe panting vitals tear ; 

But, blooming Hill, th’impatient wilh employ 
On the blind hope of future feenes of joy. 

* It is natural for the worlliippers of the Sun to confider 
any change in the atmofphere as indicative of the different 
paffions aferibed to their divinity. With the Peruvians, a faii- 
guine appearance in tlte Sun denoted his anger. 
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Now hafte,,ye ftrldes of death J the Power of day, 

In abfcnt; numbers, gives y<mr vengeance way j 510 
While fainter light thefe livid flames fupply, . • 1 . 

And fhort-liy’d thoufands learn of me to die , . -■ 

He ceas’d not fpeaking ; when the yell of war ^ 
Drowns all thejr death-fongs in a hideous jar; r. v ;i 
Round the far-echoing hills the yellings poor, , , ■ S^S 

And wolves and tygers catch the diflant roar. 1 1 
Now more concordant all their voices join, . ; , 
And round the plain they form the feftiye line ; .. . 

When, to the mufic of the difmal din, ’ ; ; 

Indignant Zamor bids the dance .begin. ‘ , , 520 

Dim, thro’ the fhadowy fires, each changing form /. 
Moves like a cloud before an evening ftonn,,. - .. . 
When, o’er the moon’s pale face and ftaiTy plain. 

The fhades of heav’n lead on their broken tnun ; ■ v' ' 

The mingling tribes their mazy circles tread, 525 

Till the laft groan proclaims the vidlims dead : 

Then part the fmoky flefli, enjoy the feaft, , • 
And lofe. their labours in oblivious-’ reft. 

Now, when the weftern hills proclaim’d the morn, ’ 

And falling fires were fcarcely fecn to bum, - - 530 

Grimm’d by^ the horrors of the dreadful night, 

The hofts woke fiercer for the diftant fight ; 

And, 
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And, dark and filent, thro’ the frowning grove, " 
The different tribes beneath their ftandards move. 

But, round the blifsful eity of the Sun, 

Since the young prmcc his foreign toils begun, 
The prudent king collefted, from afar, ( ■ 

His martial bands to meet th’exjiedted war. 

The various tribes, in one extended train, "• ' 
Move to the contines of an eaftern plain ; ' 

Where, from th ’exalted kingdom’s utmoft end, 
Sublimer hdls and favage walks afeend. 

High in the front, < imperial Capac ftrode; •' ' • 
In fair effulgence like the beaming God ; '' '* ‘ 
A golden girdle bound his fnowy veil, 

A mimic fun hung trembling on his breaft, 

The lautu’s circling band his temples twin’d, i ’ 
The bow, .the quiver, lhade his waift behind ; 
Rais’d high in air, his golden feeptre burn’d. 

And hofts furrounding trembled as he turn’d. 

O’er eaftern hills he call his watchful eye. 
Where op’ning breaches lengthen down the Iky ; 
In whofe blue clefts, wide-floping alleys bend, 

W here annual floods from melting fnows defeend ; 
Now, dry and deep, far up the dreary height. 
Show tlie dark fquadrons moving into fight ; 
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They throng and thicken on the fmoky air, 

And every breach pours down the dulky war. 

So when an hundred dreams explore their way, 
Down the fame dopes, convolving to the fea ; 

They boU, they bend, they urge their force amain. 
Swell o’er obftrudling crags, and fweep the diftant pi 
Capac beholds, and waits the coming ihock. 
Unmov’d, and gleaming, like an icy rock ; 

And while for fight the arming hofts prepare. 

Thus thro’ the files he breathes the foul of war 
Ye hofts, of every tribe and every plain, 

'Tliat live and flourilh in my father’s reign. 

Long have your flocks and ripening harvefts Ihown 
"rhe genial fmiles of his indulgent throne ; 

As o’er furrounding realms his bleffings flow’d. 

And conquer’d all without the ftain of blood. 

But now behold, yon wide-colle£ling band. 

With threat’ning war, demands the happy land : 
Beneath the dark, immeafurable hoft, 

Defcending, fwarming, how the crags are loft ! 
Already now tlieir ravening eyes behold 
Your ftar-bright temples and your gates of gold j 
And to their gods in fancied goblets pour. 

The warm libation of your children’s gore. 
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Move then to’vengeance, meet the fons of blood. 

Led by this arm, and lighted by that God ; ; . . 

The ftrife is fierce, your fanes and fields the prize, 

The warrior conquers or the infant dies. j. 

Fill’d with his fire, the hofts, in fquar’d array, ^85 
Eye the dark legions and demand th’affray ; ) • ■ ' 

Their pointed arrows, rifing ort the bow, 

' Look up the fky and chide tlie lagging foe. . ~ 1 

• Fierce Zamor, frowning, leads the grifly train, v. 

Moves from the clefts, and flretches o’er the plain ; 590' 

He gives the fliriek ; the deep convulfing found 
The hofts re-echo ; and the hills around 
Retain the rending tumult ; all the air 
Clangs in the conflidl of the dafhing war. 

But firm, undaunted, as a flielvy ftrand, ^9^ 

That meets the furge, the bold Peruvians ftand j 
With fteady aim the founding bow-ftring ply, ' " v 

And fhowers of arrows thicken thro’ the fky ; . . . : 

When each grim hoft, in clofer conflift join’d, ' - 

Clench the dire ax, and caft the bow behind ; 600 

Tliro* broken ranks fweep wide the rapid courfe, ^ 
Now flruggle back, now fidelong fway the force ; 

Here, from grim chiefs is lopp’d the grifly head ; 

All gride the dying, all deface the dead j ' ■ ^ 

Tlicre, 
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Tliere, fcattering o’er the field; in thin array, , 60^ 

Man firives with man, and Aones, with axes play ; , ! 

With broken fliafts they follow and they fly, 

And yells, and groans, and fliouts invade the (ky ; 

Round all the plains and groves, the grountl is ftrow’d' 
With fever’d limbs and corfes bath’d in blood. 610 

Long rag’d the ftiife ; and where, on either fide, 

A friend, a father, or a brother died, ' ’ • 

No trace remain’d of what he IhoW’d before. 

Mangled with horrid wounds and fmear’d with gore. ’ I 
Now the Peruvians, in colledted might, 615 

W'ith one wide fweep had wing’d the favage flight ; 

But heaven’s bright fplendor, in his mid day race, : . 

With glooms unufual veil’d his radiant face. ‘ • ' ; 

By flow degrees a folemn twilight moves, . 

Browns the dim heav’ns and fliades the confdous groves. 610 
Th’obferving Inca views, with wild furprife, ' " 

Deep glooms on earth, no cloud around the Ikies, 

His hoft o’erlhaded in the field of blood,' > 

Gor’d by his foes, deferred by his God. ' 

All, mute with wonder, ceafe the ftrife to wage, 625 
Gaze at each ocher, and forget their rage j ' . . 
When pious Capac,' to the liftenlng croud, . i 

Rais’d high his wand and pour’d his voice aloud :-r- . ■ . ■ ' ■ 

Ye 
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Ye chiefs and warriors of Peruvian race, 

Some dire offence obfcures my father’s face ; 

What moves the Godhead to defert the plain, 

Nor fave his children, nor behold them (lain ? 

Fly ! fpeed your courfe; and feek the friendly town, 
Ere darknefs fhroud you in a deeper frown 
The faithful walls your fquadrons lhall defend, 
•While my fad fteps the facted dome afcend ; 

There learn the caufe, and ward the woes We fear— 
Haftc, hafte, my fons, I guard the flying rear. 

The hero fpoke ; the trembling tribes obey, 

\ 

While deeper glooms obfcure the fource of day. 
Sudden, the favagc bands colleft amain. 

Hang on the rear and fweep them o’er the plain j 
Their fhouts, redoubling o’er the flying war, 

Drown the loud groans and torture all the air : 

The hawks of hcav’n, that o’er the field had ftocd. 
Scar’d by the tumult from the fcent of blood. 

Cleave the far gloom ; the beafts forget their prey. 
And fcour the wafte, and give the war its way. 

Zamor, elate with horrid joy, beheld 
Tlie fun depart, his children fly the field. 

And rais’d his rending voice : — Thou darkening fky. 
Deepen thy glooms, the Power of death is nigh ; 
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Behold him rifing from his nightly throne. 

To veil tlie heav’ns and drive the conquer’d fun ! 

The glaring Godhead yields to facred night ; 

And all his armies imitate his Bight. 

O dark, infernal Power, confirm thy reign ; 

Give deadlier fliades, and heap the piles of flain i 
Soon the young captive Prince fliall roll in fire. 

And all his race accumulate the pyre. 

Ye mountain vultures, here your vengeance pour, . 
Tygers and condors, all ye gods of gore. 

In thefe dread fields, beneath your frowning fky, 

A plenteous fcaft fhall every god fupply ! — 

Rulh forward, warriors, hide the plains with dead ; 
’Twas here our friends, in former combat, bled ; 
Strow’d thro’ the wafte, their naked bones demand 
This ample vengeance from our conquering hand. 

He laid ; and, high before the tyger-train. 

With longer ftridcs, hangs fonvard o’er tlie flain. 
Bends, like a falling tree, to reach the foe. 

And o’er tall Capac aims a deadly blow. 

The king beheld the ax, and with his wand- 
Struck the rais’d weapqn from his grafping hand ; 
Then clench’d the falling helve, and whirling round, 
Fell’d furious hofts of heron to the ground : 

: . 1 
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Nor flay’d, but follow’d, where the fquadrons run, 

Fearing to fight, forfaken by the fun : 

Till Cufco’s walls falute their longing fight, 

And the wide gates receive their rapid flight. 680 

Tlie folds are barr’d, the foes, in fliade conceal’d. 

Like howling wolves, rave round th’affrighted field. 

The monarch now afcends the facred dome, 

Where t’ne fun’s image wore a fiided gloom. 

Thro’ all the courts a folemn fliade prevail’d, 685 

And female groans his liftening ear aflfail’d ; 

Deep from an inner fhrine, the burfting fighs 
Breathe forth awhile, and thefe lad accents rife < 

Was it for this, my fon to diftant lands 

Mull trace the wilds, amid thofe favage bands ? 690 

And does the God obfeure his golden throne. 

In mournful filence for my llaughter’d fon? ' 

Oh, had his beam, ere that dilaftrous day. 

That fnatch’d the youth from thefe fond arms away. 
Receiv’d my mounting fpirit to the flty, 695 

That fad Oella might have feen him die ! 

Where flept thy lhaft of vengeance, O my God, 

When thofe fell tygers drank his faired blood ? 

Did not the pious prince, with rites divine, : 

Feed the pure flame within thy hallow’d flirine ? 700 

• And 
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Arfd early learn, beneath his father’s hand. 

To /hed thy blcffings round the favour’d land,' ' 
Form’d by thy laws the royal feat to grace, ' ‘ 

Son of thy fon; and glory of his race? 

Where, deared Rocha, refts thy beauteous head ? 
Where the rent robes thy haplefs’ mother made ? 

I fee thee, mid thofe hideous hills of fnow, 

Purfu’d and Eaughter’d by the favage foe ; 

Or doom’d a fcaft for fome infernal God, 
WTiofe horrid (hrine demands thy harmlefs blood. 
Snatch me, O Sun, to haj^icr worlds of ligh t - - - 
No, fliroud me, Ihroud me, with"thyfelf in night- 
Thou hear’ft me-not ; thou dread, departed Power, 
'Thy face is dark, and Rocha is no more. 

Thus heard the filent king ; his heaving heart 
Caught all her grief, and bore a father’s part. 

The caufe, fuggefted by her tender moan. 

That veil’d the mid-day fplendors of the fun, ‘ 

And fliouts infulting of the raging foe. 

Fix’d him fufpenfe, in all the ftrength of woe. " 

A doubtful moment held his changing choice j 
Now would he footh her ; half tlTumes his voice ; 
But greater cares the rifing wifli controul. 

And call forth all his dignity of foul. 

.1 I a 
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Why Hioud he ccafe to ward the con^g fate? 

Or (he be told the foes bcfiege the gate ? 

He turn’d in hafte ; and now the Itnage-God, 

High in the front, with kindling luftre glow’d : 

Swift thro’ the portal flew the hero’s eye, 

And hail’d the p’owing fplendor in the flty. 

Tlie troops courageous at return of light. 

Pour round the dome, impatient for the fight ; 

The chief, defeending, in the portal flood, . 

And thus addrefs’d the all-delighting God . — 

O fovereign foul of heav’n ; thy changing face 
Makes or deftroys the glory of thy race. 

If, from the bounds of earth, my fon be fled, 

Firft of thy line that ever grac’d the dead 
Jf thy bright Godhead ceas’d in heav’ii to bum. 

For that lov’d youth, who never muft return ; 
Forgive thine armies, when, in fields of blood. 
They lofe their flrength, and fear the fi-owning God. 
As now thy glory, with fuperior day. 

Glows thro’ the field and leads the warrior’s way. 
May our delighted fouls, to vengeance driven, 

f 

Burn with new brightncls in the caufe of heaven ; 

For thy flain fon fee larger fquadrons blce^ 

We mourn the hero, 'but avenge, tfi? dped,? . 
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He faid ; andi," from- the- battlements on high, 

A watchful warrior- ffilS’d an eager cry : 

^ 3Hn Inca white bn yonder altar tied ' ■ ' 

Tb Rocha’s felf — the fiame'afecnds 1ms & le.,. 

In fweo|Mhg halfe the^tfting gat« unbar. 

And flood tli4 €himpaigri“\yith 'a tide of war ; - 

A cloud of arrows leads' the- rapid train, 

fliAlt, they flvarm,' they hide the moving plain 
The bows andqdivers fltoW the field behind, ' 

And the rais’d axes claoe the parting wind ; . r 

The prince, cQnlefl to eviny warrior’s fight, ^ 
Infpires each 'fool and CeAttR 'all the fight ; - 

l^ach hopes tafnatch him front the kindling pyre. 
Each fears his breath 'already 'flits in fire; ' 

While Zamor,fpread his thronging fquadrons wide. 
Wedg’d like a wall— bqd thus therking defied » 
Hafte ! fon of Li^, pour faft, the winged war,’ 
'Bw^prince, the dying prince, I demands your care j.' 
Hear how his deatli-fongrchides your dull delay, i ' 
Lift larger ftrides,,be«d foc^ltard to’th’affiwy, ' 
Ere folding flames prewnt his ftifled groan. 

Child of, your beaming God, a viftim to our own. 

lUk faid ; and rais’d his lhaggy form on high^ 

And bade the flwfts glide th'xke^ thro’ the Iky. 
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Like the black billows of the lifted main. 

Rolls into fight the long Peruvian train j.- , . 

A white fail, bounding, on the billows toft, • TJi‘ 

Is Capac, finding o’er the furious hoft. _ ' ' ‘ 

Now meet the dreadful chiefs, with eyes on fire; ■ < 
Beneath their blows the parting ranks retire: 

In whirlwind-fweep, their meeting axes bound, ’ , 
Wheel, crafh in air, and plough the treuablinggroand ; 78 Q' 
Their finewy limbs, in fierce Contortions, bend, ^ i . 1 > i ' 
And mutual flrokes, with equal force, defeend ; 1 f.-> f\ 

The king fvvays backward from the flru^ling foe, ,r.. it 
Golledb new flrength, and with* a circling blow , . i 

Rufh’d furious on; his flinty edge, to high, • 

Met Zamor’s helve,' and glancing, ‘cleft his. thigh, .. ; ih .n 
The favage fell ; when, thro’ the tygfct-train,., .li.lV/’ 
The driving Inca fwept a widening. Jane ; , .j ‘ ‘ • ^ 

Whole ranks fall flaggcring, 'where he his arm; ' - ' 

Or roll before him like a billowy^ ftorm; 

Behind his fleps colledling legions dole, ! ■I'' < :t 1 . -1 
While, centred in a circling ridge of foes, ■ i •-! /tiw 
He drives his furious way ; the prince unties, ' . • 7 

And thus his voice : — Dread Sovereign of the fkiei, 1 i. . . > 
Accept my living fon, again bellow’d, . ' • 795 

To grace with rites the temple of his God 

Move, 
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Move, warriors, move, complete the work begun, 

Crufti the grim nice, avenge the injur’d Sun. 

The favage hod, that view’d the dai ing deed. 

And faw deep fquadrons with their leader bleed, 800 
Rais’d high the Ihriek of horror ; all the plait* 

Is trod with flight and cover’d with the flain. 

The bold Peruvians circle round the field. 

Confine their flight, and bid the relics yield : 

Wh'Je Capac rais’d his placid voice again— 805 

Ye conquering hofls, coUedt the (batter’d train ; 

The Sun commands to flay the rage of war. 

He knows to conquer, but he loves to (pare. 

•He ceas’d; and, where the &vagc leader lay 
Welt’ring in gore, diredls his eager way ; 8 to 

Unwraps the tiger’s hide, and drives in vain 
To dole the wound, and mitigate the pain ; 

And, while foft pity mov’d his manly breafli, 

' Rais’d the huge head, and thus the chief addrefs’H 
Too long, dread prince, thy raging arras withflood 8 1 J 
The hofb of heav’n, and brav’d th’avenging God ; 

His fovereign will commands all ftrife to ceafe. 

His realm is concord, and his pleafure, peace ; 

This copious carnage, (preading all the plain, 

Infults his bounties, but confirms his reign. S-20 

Enough, ’tis pall — thy parting breath demands 
The laft (ad office from my yielding hands.. 
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To Ihare thy pains, and feel thy hopelefs woe. 

Arc rites ungrateful to a falling foe ; 

Yet. reft in peace; and know, a chief fo brave, 825 
When life departs, Ihall find an honour’d grave ; 

Tlicfc hands, in mournful pomp, thy tomb (hall rear. 

And tribes unborn thy haplcfs fate declare. 

Infuit me not with tombs, the fava^ cried. 

Let clofmg clods thy coward carcafe hide ; 83a 

But thefe brave bones, unbury’d on the plain. 

Touch not with duft, nor dare with rites profane j 
Let no curft earth conceal this gory head. 

Nor fongs proclaim the dreadful Zamor dead. 

Me, whom the hungry gods, from plain to plain, 835 

► 

Have follow’d, feafting on thy flaughter’d train. 

Me wouldft thou cover ? no ! from yonder Iky, 

The wide-beak’d hawk, that now beholds me die. 

Soon, with his cowering train, my fle(h fliall tear. 

And wolves and tygers vindicate their ftiare 840 

Receive, dread Powers ( fince I can flay no more ) 

My laft glad vi&im, this devoted gore ! 

Thus pour’d the vengeful chief his fainting breath. 

And loft his utterance in the gafp of death. 

The fad remaining tribes confels the Power, 843 

That (heds his bounties round the fav’ritc Ihore ; 

All bow obedient to the Incan throne, 

And bleft Oclla hails her living fan. 


Digitized by Googtc 



V I S I O N ' o F C O L U M B U S. 




. \ 

l.- ^ 
VVl 


^ C ,, BOOK' IV. 


\5 
» \ 


Digitized by Google 



ARGUMENT. 

Dejirufl'ton of Pent foretold. Grief of Columbus. He ft 
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BOOK IV. 

I . . . 

N one dark age, beneath a Angle hand, ' 

Thus rofe an empire in the favage land. 

• f _ . .-i. ) ' 

Her golden feats, with following years, increafe, 

Her growing nations fpread the walks of peace. 

Her facred rites difplay the pureft plan, 5 

That e’er adorn’d th’unguided mind of man. 

Yet all the pomp th* extended climes unfold,, , . 

The fields of verdure and the towers of g^ld, . ~ " 

it. • ... 

Thofe works of peace, and fov’reign fcencs of ftate, 

In Ihort-liy’d glory: haften to their fate. , ;10 

Thy followers, rufhing like an angry flood, t 
Shall whelm the fields, and ftaln'the Ihrines in blood; ’ 
Nor thou. Las Cafas, * heft of men, fhall ftay vi'' 1 

The rav’ning legions from their ^ir^fs prey. 

■ , r . > , y ' . , 

* Bartholomew de Las Cifas was a Dominican pried, of t' 
mod amiable and heroic character. He fird went to HifpanioLt 
with Columbus in bis fecond voyage, where he manitmed an 
ardent, but boned zeal, fird in attempting to indru6t the natives 
in the principles of the catholic iajtb, and aiterwards in defend. 

ing 
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Oh ! haplefs prelate, hero, faint and fage, 15 

Doom’d with hard guilt a' fruitlefs war to wage, 

To fee, with grief (thy life erf' virtues run) 

A realm unpeopled and 'a world undone ! ^ ' 

While impious Valverde *, mock of priefthood (lands. 
Guilt in his heart, the gofpei in his hands, 20 

ing them againft the infufFerable cruelties exercifed by thi 
Spanifli tyrants who lucceeded Columbus in the difcoyerjes and 
conquefts in South America. He early declared himfelf the 
protedlor of the Indians ; and he devoted, himlelf, ever after, to 
the moft indefatigable labours in their fervice. He made feveral 
voyages to> Spain, to (blicit, firft from Ferdinand,' then from 
cardinal Ximines, and, finally, from 'Charles V,, fome effe<ftua( 
reftridtions' againft the horrid career of dejjop'ulation, which 
every where attended Uh<f Spani(h . arms. 'He followed tbe(2 
Ifionfters of cruelty into ‘all the conquered countries ; where, by, 
the power of his eloquence and 'that puHty of morals -which 
commands cefpeeft even from the word of men, he doubtlefs 
faved the lives of many thoufands of innocent people. His life 
was a continued- ftniggle againft that deplorable fyftem of 
tyranny, of which he gives a defeription in a treatife addreiTed 
to Philij^ . prince' of Spain,-' entitled Brevijimm .xelaciou deli 
dejlrt^citn delas Yndiai, . . . < - r 

- lit is faid by the-SptmilfrwritCTsf thatthe'tnhabitahts of Hif-- 
paniola, when hcft-^difcoyered.by the. Spaniards,, amounted to- 
more than ond' mittioh.-^' This incredible population was re- 
duced, in fifteen years, to (ixty thpufiujd fouls. r'j r ! r ' '2 

* Vincent Valverde was a fanatical prieft who accompanied 
Pizarro in deftrn<ftive'.escjjcditkm to- Peru. If We- were to- 
fearch the hiltory of mankind, we fliould not find another fo> 
extraordinary an immple of the united efforts of eccldfiaftical 
hypocrify and military ferocity, of unrefifted murder and infa- 
pable plunder, as we meet with in the account of this eaepedition. 
j , Father Valverde, in a formal manner, gave the lan£lion of 
the church to the treacherous murder of At^alipa and his iola>.- 
tioos ; which was immediately followed by the deftro£liob and 
aimoft entire depopulation of a ftourilUing.cinpicc.^;ji.,..' > .. a- 

- . .. Bids 
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Bids, in one field, their unarm’d thoufands blead, ^ 

Smiles o’er the fccne and fim£Ufics the deed. *, . / 

And thou, brave Gafca *, with thy virtuous train, ■ 'I 

Shalt lift the fword and urge thy power in vain r- - ; 

Vain the late ftrife, the finking land to fave,. e 25 

Or call her llaughtcr’d millions from the grave. 

The Seraph fpokc. Columbus, ^with a figh, '' 

Call o’er the.haplels climes his nioillen’d eye, -"7 

And thus return’d; — Oh, hide me in the tomb; . ’ - 

Why fhould I live to view th’ impending doom? 30 
If fuch dread fcenes the fcheme of Heav’n compofe, “ 

And virt’ous toils induce redoubled woes, • j 
Unfold no more ; but grant a kind releafe. 

Give mc,_ ’tis all I alk, to reft in peace. , , ' / 


* Pedro de la Gafca was one of the few men whofe virtues 
form a lingular contrail with the vices which dil^ced the age 
in which he lived, and the country in which he acquired his 
glory. He was fent over to Peru by Charles V, without any 
military force, to quell the rebellion of the younger Pizarro, and 
to prevent a fecond depopulation, by a civil war, of that cquntij 
which had juft been drenched in the blood of its original inha- 
bitants. He effefted this great purpofe by the weight only of 
hisperfonal authority, and the veneration infpired by his viitues. 
A^ foon as he had fupprefled the rebellion and ellablilhed the 
government bf the colony, he hallened to relign his authority 
into the hands of his m'after; and, though his vi£lories had been 
obtained in the richell country upon earth, he returned to Spain 
as poor as (Jmeinnatus ; having rafted every temptation to 
plunder, and refuf^ auy emolument for his fwic^ ^ 
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Thy foul fliall reft in peace, the Power rejoined, 35 
Ere thefe confli£ling fhades involve mankind : 

But nobler views ftiall firft thy mind engage, 

Where, far advanc’d beyond this darkfome age. 

The happier fruits of thy unwearied care, 

Thro* future years, a grateful world fhall fliare. 40 

Europe’s contending kings fhall fbon behold 
Thefe fertile plains and hills of opening gold ; 

And in the path of thy advent'rous fail, 

Their countlefs navies float in every gale. 

For wealth and commerce, fearch the wefte'rn Ihore, 45 
And load the ocean with the fhining ore. 

As, up the orient heav’n, the dawning ray 
Smiles o’er the world and gives the promis’d day. 

Drives fraud and rapine from their nightly fpoil. 

And focial nature wakes to peaceful toil ; 50 

So, from the blazing mine, the golden ftore 
Mid warring ftates fhall fpread from fhore to fhore, 

With new ambition fire their ravUh’d eyes. 

O’er fruStious nobles bid the monarch rife, 

Unite the force of realms, the wealth to fhare, 5J 

Lead larger hofts to milder walks of war ; 

Wide o’er the world, while genius unconfin’d 
Tempts happier flights, and opens all the mind, 

Diflblves 
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DifToIves the flaviHi bands of monkiOi lore, 
Awakes the arts, and bids the Mufes foar. 

Then lhall thy northern climes their charms difplay, 
United nations there commence their fway; 

O’er the new world exalt their peerlefs fame. 

And pay juft tribute to thy deathleft name. 

Now caft thine eye o’er Europe’s various coaft ; 
See fedlions wild their inland booty boaft ; 

The naked harbours, looking to the main. 

Rear their kind cliffs and break the winds in vain. 
The lab’ring tide no foreign trcafures lade. 

Nor fails nor cities caft a watery (hade; 

Save, where yon opening gulph the ftrand divides, 
Proud Venice bathes her in the broken r id es. 
Beholds her fcattering barks around her ftrown. 

And, fovereign, deems the watery world her own. 

But the firm bondage of the flavifti mind 
Spread! deeper glooms, and fubjugates mankind ; 
'The zealots fierce, whom local faiths enrage. 

In caufelefs ftrife perpetual combat wage. 

Support all crimes by full indulgence given, 

Ufurp the power and wield the fword of Heaven. 

But lo, where future years their fcenes unroll, 

The rifing arts infpire the vent’rous fouh 
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Behold, from all the opening ports of Spain, 

New fleets afcending on the weftern main ; 

From Tagus’ banks, from Albion’s rocky round, 
Increafmg fquadrons o’er the billows bound ; 

Thro’ Affic’s illes, obferve the fweeping fails. 

Full pinions toffing in Arabian gales ; 

Indus and Ganges, deep in canvafs, loft. 

And navies crouding round each orient coaft ; 

New nations rife, all climes and oceans brave. 

And fliade with ftieets th’ immeafurable wave 
See lofty Ximenes, with folemn gait, 

^fcve from the cloifter to the walks of ftate, 

And thro’ the wafted realms of fa£lious Spain, 

Curb the fierce lords, and fix the royal reign. 
Behold, dread Charles th’ imperial feat afcends. 

O’er Europe’s climes his conquering arm extends ; 
While wealthier fhores, beneath the weftem day. 
Unfold their treafiires and enlarge his fway. f 

See the brave Francis bear his banners round. 

To guard the realms and give his rival bound ; 
With equal zeal for boundlefs power contend. 

Of arms the patron, and of arts the friend. 

And fee proud Wolfey rife, fecurely great. 

Kings at his call, and mitres round him wait ; 
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From monkifli walls, the hoards of wealth he draws. 

To aid the tyrant and reftrain the laws, 

Wakes Albion’s genius, abler monarchs braves. 

And fliares with them the empire of die waves. X lo 
Behold dark Soiyman, from eaftern fkics, 

With his grim haft magnificently rife, • ■ 

Extend his limits o’er the Midland fea, 

And toty’rd Germania drive his conquering way. 

Frown o’er the Chrillian powers with haughty air, x 15 
And teach the nations how to lead the war. 

While powerful Leo wakes a nobler ftrife. 

And, generous, calls the finer arts to life ; 

New walls and ftrudtures throng die Latian Ihore, 

Tlie Pencil triumphs and the Mufcs foar. 120 

■Snatch’d from the ground, where Gothic rage had trod. 
And monks and prelates held their drear abode, 

The Roman ftatucs rife ; and wake to view 
The fame bold tafte their ancient glory knew. 

O’er the dark world Erafmus calls his eye, 1 25 

•In fchoolmen’s lore fees kings and nations lie. 

With llrength of judgment and with fancy warm. 

Derides their follies, and difiolves the charm. 

Draws the deep veil, that bigot zeal has thrown 
O’er pagan books, and fcience long unknown, 130 

K From 
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From faith of pageant rites relieves mankind, 

And feats bold virtue in the confcious mind. 

But ftill the daring talk, to brave alone 
.The rifmg. vengeance of the papal throne, 

Reflrains his toil : he gives the conteft o’er. 

And leaves his hardier fons to meet the threat’ning power. 

See Luther rife in yon majcllic frame, 

Fair light of heav’n, and child of deathlefs fame , 

Born, like thyfelf, thro’ toils and griefs to wind. 

From flavery’s chains to free the captive mind. 

Brave adverfe realms, controul tire papal fvvay. 

And bring benighted nations into day. 

And mark what crowds, his fame around him brings, 
Schools, fynoils, prelates, potentates, and kings. 

All gaining knowledge from his boundlefs ftore, 

And join’d to fliield him from tire rage of power 1 

Firll: of his friends, fee * Frederic’s princely form 
Ward from the fage divine the gathering ftorm ; 

In learned V/ittemburgh fecufe his feat. 

Where arts and virtues find a blell retreat. 
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* Frederic of Saxony, furnamed the wife, was the fiift fo- 
vereign prince who favoured the do£lrines of Luther. He- 
became at once his pupil and his patron, defended him from the 
perfecutions of the pope, and gave him an eftablilhment in the 
lUiiverlity of Wittemburgh. 
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There moves Melanchthon, mild as morning light, 

And rage and ftrife are foften’d in his fight ; 

In terms fo gentle flows his tuneful tongue, 

Ev’n cloifter’d bigots join the liftenirtg throng ; 

By foes and infidels he lives approv’d,' 155 

By monarchs courted, * and by Heav’n belov’d., 

With ftern deport, o’er all the circling band. 

Sec Ofiandcr lift his waving hand ; 

On others’ faults he calls a haughty frown. 

Nor their’s will pardon, nor perceive his own ; 160 

A heart finccrc his open lotiks unfold. 

In virtue faithful, and in adllon bold. 

And lo, where Europe’s utmoll limits bend. 

From this mild Iburce what various lights afeend ! 

* Francis I, out of refpefl to the great learning and modera. 
tion of Melanclithon, and difregarding the pretended danger of 
clifaifling the dogmas of the church, invited him to come to 
France and eftahlifh himfelf at Paris ; but the intrigues of the 
cardinal of Toumon prevented the king’s intention from taking 
effea. 

If eveiy leader of religious feAs had polTcfled the amiable 
qualities of Melanchthon, and every monarch who wiflied to 
oppofe the introduAion of new opinions had partook of the 
wildom of Frances, the blood of many hundreds of millions of 
the human fpecies, which has flowed at the fluine of fanaticifm, 
would have been fpared. This circumftancc alone would have 
made of human fociety by this time a ftate totally different from 
what it is at prefent ; and its influence on the progrefs of im- 
provement in national happinefs would have been beyond our 
calculation. 
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See haughty Henry, from the papal tie . 165 

His realms difmember, ahJ the power defy t 
While Albion!s fons difdain a foreign throne. 

And bravely hound th’ oppreflion of his own. 

There ftarts fierce Loyola, an unknown name, 

By paths unfeen to reach the goal of fame ; 170 

Thro’ courts and camps, by fecret Ikill, to wind, ' dji 
To mine whole ftates and over-reach mankind. .■ i 
Train’d to his lore, a bold and artful race, ' ■ - .d '* 

Range thro’ the world, and every feft embrace,' ' ■ 

All creeds, and powers, and policies explore, 17 ^ 

Their feats of fcicnce laife on every flioro, d 

Till a wide empire gains a wond’rOus birth, ’ 

Built in all empires o’er the peopled earth. I 

Led by thy followers to the weflern day. 

O’er native tribes they form a fov’reign fway, 1 Sc 7 

Where Paraguay’s mild realms their wealth increafe, 

And happy millions learn the arts of peace. 

Tims all the race of men, beneath thy view. 

Improve their ftate and nobler toils purfue ; 

Unwonted deeds, in rival greatnefs, fhine, 

Call’d into life, and firft infpir’d by thine. 

So, while imperial Homer tunes the lyre. 

The living lays unnumber’d lards infpirc. 

From 
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From realm to realm the kindling fpirit flics, 
Sounds thro’ the earth and echoes to t’le fkics. 

Now move, in rapid liafte, the years of time, 
*\Vhen, borne afar from Europe’s cultur’d clime, 
Thy fav’ritc fons fhall reach the wellern flrand, 
"Where a new empire waits their forming hand. 
To fpeed their courfe, the fons of bigot rage. 

In perfecution whelm th’ enquiring age ; 

Millions of martj’t’d heroes mount the pyre. 

And blind devotion lights the facred fire. 

Led by the dark Inqnifitors of Spain, 

See defolation mark her dreary reign 1 
See Jews and Moors, that crowd the fatal ftrand. 
Roll in the flames, or flee the hated land 1 
Sec, arm’d with power, the fame tribunal rife. 
Where haplefs Belgia’s fruitful circuit lies; 

W’hat wreaths of fmoke roll heavy round the fliore 
What flirines and altars flow with Chriftian gore 
Where the flames open, lo ! their arms, in vain. 
Reach out for help, diftorted with the pain 1 
Till, folded in the fires, they difappear, 

And not a found invades the ftartled ear. 

See Philip, thron’d in infolerwre and pride, 

Enjoy their wailings, and their pajigs deride ; 
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While, fcattering death round Alb'ion’s crlmfon ifles, 

O’er die fame fcenes his cruel confort fmiles. 

Amid the ftrife, a like de(Iru£l'on reigns, 215 

W’ith wider fwcep, o’er Gallia’s fatal plains ; * 

There faftious nobles pour the flaughtering tide, 

Grim death unites whom facred creeds divide ; 

Each dreadful vi6lor bids the flames arife. 

And waft a thoufand murders to the Ikies. , 220 

Now ceafe the fadlions, with the Valois line. 

And tlie great Bourbon’s liberal virtues Ihine; 

Quell’d by his voice, the furious fefts accord. 

And diflant empires tremble at his fword. 

Britannia fmiling views, with glad furprife, 225 

A rival reign, in bleft Eliza, rife ; 

W’hile Bclgia’s hpfts to independence foar. 

And curb the vengeance of th’ Iberian power. 

Now from all realms, where Iliaded plains extend, 

Sec the bent forefls to the Ihores defeend. 

From Albion’s ftrand, behold the navies heave. 

Stretch iji a line, and thunder o’er tlie wave ; 

There toils brave Howard, maftcr of the main. 

And moves in triumph o’er the force of Spain. 

Tlie Seraph fpokc ; when fair beneath their eye, 

A new ferm’d f^uadron rofe along the Iky ; 
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High on the deck majeftic (lione 

Great Raleigh, pointing tow’rd the weftern Tun i 
His eye, bent forward, ardent and fublime. 

Seem’d piercing nature and evolving time ; 240 

Bcfide him Rood a globe, whofe figures trac’d 
A future empire ui each wildcr’d waRe ■, • 

All former works of men behind him Rione, 

Grav’d by his hand in cver-during Rone ; 

On his mild brow a various crown difplays 24 j ' 

Tlic hero’s laurel 2nd the fcholar’s bays ; 

His graceful limbs in Rcely mail were dreR, 

The bright Rar burning on his manly brcaR ; 

His fword high-beaming, like a waving fpire. 

Illum’d the flirouds and flaflr’d the folar fire ; 250 

Tlie fmiling crew rofe refolute and brave, 

And the glad fails hung bounding o’er the wave. 

Far on the main they held their rapid flight. 

And wcllern coaRs falute their longing fight ; 

Glad Clrefapcak unfolds a palTage wide, '25 

And leads their Rrcamers up the frcRi’ning tide ■, 

Where a mild region and delightful foil, 

/\nd groves and Rreams, allure the Reps of toil. 

Here, lodg’d- in peace, they tread the welcome land, 

An inRant harvcR w.ivcs beneath their hand, 260 

K 4 Spontaneous 
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Spontaneous fruits their eafy cares beguile, 

And op’ning fkids in living culture fmile. 

With joy Colombus view’d ; when thus his voice j 
Ye beauteous Ihores and generous hofts, rejoice I 
Here ftrctch the water’d plains and midland tide, 26^ 

* And nature blooms in all her virgin pride ; 

And now the years advance, fo long foretold, 

When the deep wilds their promis’d change behold. 

Be thou, my Seer, the people’s guardian friend, 

Protcdl their virtues, and their lives de'fcndj 270 

May wealth and wifdom, with their arts, unfold. 

Yet favc, oh, fave them from the thirft of gold 1 
May the poor natives, round the guardlefs climes. 

Ne’er feel their rage, nor groan beneath their crimes ; ' 

275 


aSo 


Yield 


But learn the various blcffings, that extend, 
Wliere civil rights and focial virtues blend. 

In thefe brave leaders find a welcome guide. 
And rear their fanes and empires by their fide. 
Smile, happy region, fmile ; the ftar of morn 
Illumes thy heav’ns, and bids thy day be born ; 
Thy op’ning forefts Ihow the work begun. 
Thy plains, unfiiaded, drink a purer fun ; 
Unwonted navies on thy currents glide. 

And new-found treafures roll on every tide 
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Yield now thy bounties, load the diftant main, 285 

Give birth to nations, and begin thy reign. 

The Hero fpoke ; when thus the Power rejoin’d. 
Approv’d his joy, and feallcd ftill his mind : — 

To thy warm wifli, bene.ath thefe opening Ikies, 

nae pride of earth-born empires foon fliall rife. 290 

Aly powerful arm, to which the talk was given. 

On this fair globe to work the will of Heaven, 

To rear the mountain, fpread the fubjeft plain, 

I..ead the long dream, and roll the billowy main. 

In every clime prepar’d the feats of date, 295 

Dcfign’d their limits and preferib’d their date. 

To meet thefe tides, I dretch’d the level drand. 

Heav’d the green banks, and taught the groves to daiid, 
Strow’d the wild fruitage, gave the beads their place. 

And form’d the region for thy kindred race. 300 

At nature’s birth when fird the watery round. 

And folid lands their blending borders found j 
Back to thofe didant hills, whofe vapour Ihrouds, 

A rcck-rais’d world in Alicganian clouds, 

Th’ Atlantic wave its coral kingdoms fpread, 305 

And fcaly nations here their gambols led. 

By flow degrees, thro’ following years of time, 

I bar’d thefe realms * and rais’d the fedgy clime ; 

* Among the various mutations, which appear to have taken 
place in different parts of the eaith, the formation of the coaft 

of 
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As, from retiring feas, the rifing fand 

Stole into light, and gently drew to land. 3 !« 

Mov’d by the winds, that fweep the flaming zone. 

The waves roll wellward with the conflant fun». 

Meet the firm Ifthmus, fcoop that gulphy bed, 

A V heel tow’rd the north, and here their currents fpread. 
Thofe ravag’d banks, that move beneath their force, 315 
Borne on the tide and loft along the courfe. 

Have form’d this beauteous Ihore, by Heav’n dcftgn’d 
The happieft empire that awaits mankind. 

Think not the luft of gold Ihall here annoy, 

Enftave the nations, and the race deftroy. g20 

No ufelefs mine thefe northern hills cnclofc. 

No ruby ripens, and no diamond glows ; 

of North-America by the gulph-ftream, is one of the moil re- 
markable. The rifing of fand-banks, which are perpetuaily 
increafing along the fhores of Virginia and the Carolinas — the 
layers of fea-fhells and pieces of wood, which are found at the 
depth of forty or fifty feet below the furlace, at the diftance of 
a hundred iniles from the fea, in the middle and foutkem 
States — the level and uniform appearance of the country, from 
New-Jeifey to Eaft-Florida — and the vaft cavity which appears 
to have been fcooped out of the earth, to form the gulph of 
Mexico, are circumftances which eftablilh the above as an un- 
doubted faff. It is evident, that, not only the ifland cf New- 
foundland, Cape-Cod, &c. but the greater part of the fettled 
country, from the river Delaware to Cape St. Auguftinc, is an 
accretion of earth, worn off from the Ifthmus of Darien, and 
brought hither by that ftrong current of water which follows (lie 
trade winds ; and, which, meeting the obftru£fioti of the 
Ifthmus, takes a northern diicftion, and fvveeps the coaft as 
tar as the river St. Laurence. 

But 
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But richer ftoies, and rocks of ufeful mould. 

Repay, in wealth, the penury of gold. 

Freedom’s unconquer’d fons, with healthy toil, 

Shall lop the grove, and warm the furrow’d foil, 

Froiu iron ridges break the rugged ore. 

And plant with men the man-cnobling fhore ; 

While fails, and towers, and temples round them heave, 
Shine o’er the realms, and fhade the dillant wave. 330 
Nor think the native tribes, thelc wilds that trace, 

A foe fhall find in this exalted race ; 

In fouls like tlieirs, no mean ungenerous aim 
Can fliade their glories with the deeds of flrame ; 

Nor low deceit, weak mortals to enfnare, 335 

Nor bigot zeal to urge the barb’rous war. 

From eaftern tyrants driv’n, and nobly brave. 

To build new Rates, or feek a diftant grave. 

The generous hoft with proffer’d leagues of peace. 
Approach thefe climes, and hail the favage race ; 3 <0 

Pay rfie juft purchafe for tli’ uncultur’d ftiorc, 

Diftufe their arts, and fhare the friendly power ; 

W^hile the dark tribes in focial aid combine, 

Exchange their treafures and their joys refine. 

O’er Europe’s wilds, when firft the natipns fprcaJ, j-i 5 
The pride of conqueft every legion led. 

Each 
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Each powerful chief, by fervile crowds ador’d. 

O’er conquer’d realms aflum’d the name of lord. 

Built the proud caftle, rang’d the favage woo<l. 

Fir’d his grim hoft to frequent fields of blood, 350 

With new-made honours lur’d his fubje< 3 : bands. 

Price of their lives, and purchafe of their lands ; 

For names and tjtles bade the world refign 
Their faith, their freedom, and their rights divine. 

Thus haughty baronies their terrors fpreatl, 355 

And flavery follow’d where the ftandard ledj * 

Till, little tyrants by the great o’erthrown. 

Contending nobles give the regal crown ; 

Wealth, wlfdom, virtue, every claim of man. 

Unguarded fall to form the finifh’d plan : 360 

Ambitious cares, that nature never gave. 

Warm the ftarv’d peafant, fire the feeptred Have i • 

Thro* all degrees, in gradual pomp, afeend. 

Honour, the name, and Tyranny, the end 

But nobler honours here the breafl inflame ; 4 365 

Sublimer views, and deeds of happier fame ; 

A new creation waits the wellern fltore. 

And reafon triumphs o’er the pride of power. 

Tliy free-born fons, with-genius unconfin’d, 

Nor floth can poifon, nor a tyrant bind; 370 

With. 
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With felf-wrought fame and worth internal bldl, 
No venal ftar lhall brighten on their bread ; 

No king-created name or courtly art 

Damp tlie bold thought, ot fway the changing heart. 

Above all fraud, beyond all titles great, 

Heav’n in their foul, and feeptres at their feet. 

Like fires of unborn realms , they move fublime, 
Look empires thro’, and pierce the veil of time. 
Hold o’er the world, that men may choofe from fat 
The palm of peace, or fcourge of barb’rous war ; 
Till arts and laws in one great fyftem bind. 

By leagues of peace, the labours of mankind. 

But flow proceeds tire plan. Long toils remain. 
Ere thy bled children can begin their reign. 

That daring leader, whofe exalted foul 
Pervades all fcones that future years unroll, 

Alud yeild the palm ; and at a courtier’s flirine, 

His fame, his freedom, and his life refign. 

That feeble train, tlie lonely wilds who tread. 

Their fire, their genius, in their Raleigh deail. 

Shall pine arid perilh in the frowning gloom. 

Or rnount the wave and feek their ancient home. 
Succeeding hods in vain the talk purfue, 

Tire dangers tempt, and all the ftrife renew ; 
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While kings and courtiers ftill negledl the plan* 39^ 
The flaves of eafe and enemies of man. 

At laft brave Delaware his hardy hoft 
Leads in full triumph to the well-known coaft. 

Aids with a liberal hand the patriot caufe, 

Begins the culture, and defigns their laws ; 400 

Till o’er Virginia’s plains they fix their fway. 

And fpread their hamlets tow’rd the fetfing day. 

While impious Laud, on England’s wafted Ihorc, 
Renews tlie flames tliat Alary rear’d before. 

Unnumber’d fe£Is his fullen fury fly, 405 

To feck new feats beneath another fley ; 

Where faith and freedom fpread th’alluring charm, 

And toils and dangers every bofom warm. 

Amid th’ unconquer’d, venerable train, • ' 

Whom tjTants prefs and fcas oppofe in vain, 410 

Sec virtuous- Baltimore afeend the wave. 

See hcav’n-taught Penn its unknown terrors brave, 

Sweeds, Belgians, Gauls, their various flags difplay, 

F ull pinions crowding on the watery way ; 

All from their dilt ’rent ftiorcs, their fails unfurl’d, 415 
Point their glad ftreamers to the Weftern world 


THE 


Digitized by 


Google 



THE 


VISION o 


’ " BO 


F COLUMBUS. 


O K V, 


Digitized by Google 



ARGUMENT. 

confined to North Arhcr'ica. Progrefs cf the fettle- 
nicnts. General invafion of the natives. ’Their defeat, 
Settlement of Canada. Invafion of the French. .Brad- 
dock's defeat, IVafhingtoH faves the Englifh army, 
ABions of Abercrombie, Amherfi, and Wolfe. Peace. 
Darkuefs averfhadcs the continent. Apprehenfions of 
Columbus from that appearance, Caufe explained. Cloud 
burjls away in the centre. View of Congrefs. Invafion 
(f the Englifh. Conflagration of towns, from Falmouth 
to Norfolk. Battle of Bunker-hill, viewed through the 
fmoke. American army affcmbles. Speech of Wajhington. 
Anions and death of Montgomery. Aliions of JVaJhing- 
tfn. Af.proach and capture of Butgeyne, i 


Digitized by Google 



i6i 


THE 

VISION OF COLUMBUS. 

\ 

BOOK V. 

t 

(^OLUMBUS hail’d them with a father’s fmile, 

Fruits of his cares and children of his toil ; 

With tears of joy while ftlll his eyes deferied 
Their courfe advent’ rous o’er the diflant tide. 

Thus, when o’er delug’d earth her Seraph Hood, ^ 

The toft ark bounding on die fliorelefs flood, 

The facred treafurc claim’d his guardian view, 

While climes unnotic’d in the wave withdrew. 

He faw h'ls fav’ritcs reach the riftng ftrand. 

Leap from the wave, and fhare the joyous land ; lO 

Receding forefts yield the heroes room. 

And opening wilds with fields and gardens bloom. 

Fill’d with the glance ecftatic, all his foul 
Now feems unbounded with the feene to roll, 

And now, impatient, with retorted eye, 15 

Perceives his ftation in another fky 

L Waft 
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Waft me, O winged Angel, waft me o’er, 

With thofe blell heroes, to the happy Ihore ; 

Tliere let me live and die ! — but all appears 
A fleeting vifion ! thefc are foture years. r 

Yet grant in nearer view the climes may fpread, 

And my glad fteps may feem their walks to tread ; 

While eaftern coafts and kingdoms, wrapp’d in night, 

Arife no more to intercept the light. 

The hero fpoke; the Angel’s powerful hvid 25 

Moves bright’ning o’er the vlfionary land; 

The height, that bore them, ftill fublimer grew, . 

And earth’s whole circuit fettled from their view : 

A dulky deep, ferene as breathlefs even, , . i 

Seem’d vaulting downward like another heaven ; 30 

ITie fun, rejoicing on his weftern way. 

Stamp’d his fair image in th’invcrted day : 

When now th’ Atlantic ihores arofe more nigh, 

And life and adlion fill’d the Hero’s eye. 

Where the dread Laurence breaks his pallage wide, 35 
Where Miflilippi’s milder currents glide. 

Where midland realms tlieir fvvelllng mountains heave. 

And Hope their champaigns to the.diftant wave, > 

On the green banks, and o’er the woodland jflain. 

Move into fight the happieft walks of man. . . 40 i 

The 
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The placid ports, that break the billowing gales, 

Rear their tall malls and ftretch tlieir whitening fails ; 
Full harvells wave, the groves with fruitage bend, 

And bulwarks heave, and fpiry domes afcend; 

All the rich works of peace in fplcndor rife, 

And grateful earth repays the bounteous Ikies. 

Till war invades ; when opening vales difclofe, 

In moving crowds, the favage tribes of foes ; 
H;gh-tufted quills their painted foreheads prefs. 

Dark fpoils of beafts their fhaggy Ihoulders drefs, 

Tlie bow bent forward, for the combat ftrung, 

TTie ax, the quiver, on the girdle hung ; 

The deep difeordant ycllv convulfc the air. 

And the wild walle refounds approaching war. 

The Hero look’d ; aitd every darken’d height 
Pours down the dulky fquadrons to ^Jie fight. 

Where Kennebec’s high fource forfakes the Iky, 
Where deep Champlain’s extended waters lie, 
Where the bold Hudfon leads his flrad’wy tide. 
Where Kaatllcill-heights the azure vault divide, 
-Where the dim Alleganies range fublime. 

And give their ftreams to every difiant clime. 

The fwarms defeehded, like an evening lhade, 

. And wolves and vultures follow’d where they Ipread, 

L a 
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Thus when a ftorm, on eaftern pinions driven, . 65 
Meets the firm Andes in the midft of heaven. 

The clouds convulfe, the torrents pour amain. 

And the black waters fweep the fubjedl plain. 

Thro’ cultur’d fields the bloody myriads fpread. 

Sack the lone village, ftrow the ftreets with dead ; 70 

The flames afpire, the fmoky volumes rife. 

And fhricks and fliouts redouble round the flues ; ' 

Fair babes and matrons in their domes expire. 

Or burft tlieir paffage thro’ the folding fire ; 

O’er woods and phins promifeuous rave along 75 

The yelling viiSfors and the driven throng ; 

The llreams run purple ; all the peopled fhore 
Is wrapp’d in flames and trod with Heps of gore. 

Till numerous hofts, coUefting from afar, 

Exalt the ftandard ^d oppofe the war, 80 

Point their loud thunders on the fliouting foe. 

And brave th* fhafted terrors of the bow. 

When, like a broken wave, the favage train 
Lead back the flight and fcatter o’er the plain. 

Slay their weak captives, leave their fhafts in hafte, 85 
Forget their fpoils, and fcour the diftant wafle, _ 

From wood to wood in wild confufion hurl d. 

Sweep o’er the heights and lakes, far thro’ the wUder’d world. 

Now 


Google 



BOOK THE FIFTH. 


165 

Now move fecure the cliecrful toils of pence, 

New temples rife and fruitful fields incrcafe. 90 

Where Delaware’s wide waves behold witli jfridc 
Penn’s beauteous town afeending on their fide, 

The croffing ftreets in jurt: arrangement run, 

Tlie walls and pavements fparkle to the fun. 

Like that fam’d city rofe the beauteous plan, 95 

Whofe fpacious bounds Semiramis began ; 

Long ages finiflr’d what her hand defign’d. 

The pride of kings and wonder of mankind. 

Where lab’ring Hudfon’s glafly current ftrays, 

York’s growing walls their fplcndid turrets raife ; ICO 
Albania towering o’er the diftant wood. 

Rolls her rich treafures on his parent flood ; 

Blcft in her circling ftreams young Newport laves. 

And Bofton opens o’er the fubjeft waves ; 

On fouthern fhores, where warmer currents glide, 105 
The banks bloom gay, and cities grace their fide ; 

Like morning clouds, that tinge their fkirts with day. 

Bright Charlefton’s domes their rifmg roofs difplay. 

Thro’ each extended realm, in wifdom great, 

Eledfed fires affume the cares of ftate ; no 

Long robes of pureft white their forms infold. 

And rights and charters flame in figur’d gold. 

L 3 Difpenfing 
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Difpenfing judice to the train below. 

Peace in their voice and firmnefs on their brow. 

They dretch cr'cr all the fame paternal hand, 115 

Drive titled flavery from the joyous land. 

Bid arts and culture, wealth and wifdom, rife, 

Friends of mankind and fav’rites of the Ikies. 

Now round the glade where lordly Laurence drays. 
Great Gallia’s fons their forts & willas raife, 120 

Thro’ cold Canadia dretch a growing fway, 

And, circling far beneath the wedern day. 

Bid Louifania’s milder clime prepare 
New arts to prove, and infant dates to rear ; 

While the far lakes, that thro’ the midland fpread, 12^ 
Unfold their channels to the paths of trade, 

Ohio's wave its deftin’d honours claim. 

And fmile, as confeious of approaching fame. 

But foon their warlike barks arife in fight. 

White flags difplay’d, and armies rob’d in white, 130 

Through midland wilds extend their toils afar. 

And threat th’.. Atlantic realms with wading war. 

Where proud Quebec exalts her rocky feat, 

They range their camp and fpread the frowning fleet, 
Ofwego rifes o’er his frighted flood, T35 

And wild Ontario fwells beneath his load. ' ' 

And 
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And now a friendly hoft, from Albion’s ftrand, 

Arrives to aid the young colonial band ; 

They join their force ; and, tow’rd the falling dav, 
Impetuous Braddock leads their dreadful w.iy ; 1 40 

O’er Allegany-heights, like ftreams of fire, 

The red flags wave and glittering arms afpirc. 

To meet the favage hordes, who there advance. 

Their wafting bands to join the arms of France. 

Near broad Ohio, where, its flag unfurl’d,' 145 

A Gallic fortrefs awes the wcftern world. 

The Britons bend their march ; the hofts within 
Behold their danger, and the ftrife begin. 

From the full burfting gates the fwe'eping train, ■ • • 

Pour forth the war and hide the founding plain ; ijo 

The batteries blaze, the moving vollics pour. 

The ftiudJering vales and echoing mountains roar ; 

Clouds of convolving finoke the welkin fpread. 

The champaign Ihrouding in fulphurious fhade. 

Loft in the rocking thunder’s loud career, 1 55 

No fhouts or groans invade the Hero’s car, 

Nor val’rous feats are fcen, nor flight, nor fall ; 

While decp-furrounding darknefs buries all. 

Till, driv’n by rifing winds, the clouds withdrew ; 

The fpreading flaughtcr open’d to his view. ifio 

: ' . L 4 . * 
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He faw the Britifli leader borne afar. 

In duft and gore, beyond the wings of war ; 

Saw the long ranks of foes his hoft furround. 

His chiefs confus’d, his fquadrons prefs the ground ; 
As, hemm’d on every fide, the trembling train, 
Nor dare the fight, nor can they flee the plain. 

But, while conflidling tumult thinn’d the hoft. 
Their flags, their arms, in wild confufion toft. 

Bold in the midft a blooming warrior ftrode, 

And tower’d undaunted o’er the field of blood. 

In defp’rate toils, witli rifing vengeance burn’d. 

And the pale Britons brighten’d where he turn’d. 
So, when thick vapours veil the evening fky. 

And ftarry hofts in half-feen luftre fly. 

Bright Hefper fhines o’er all the twinkling crowd. 
And gives new fplendor thro’ the opening cloud. 

Fair on a fiery fteed fublime he rofe, 

« 

Wedg’d the firm files to pierce the line of foes ; 
Then wav’d his gleamy fword, that flalh’d the day. 
And thro’ dread legions hew’d the rapid way : 

His hofts roll forward, like an angry flood. 

Sweep ranks away, and fmear their paths in blood ; 
The hovering foes purfue the ftrife afar. 

And fhower their balls along the flying war ; 
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When the brave leader turns his fweeping force, 185 

Points the flight fortvard, fpeeds his backward courfe ; 

The French fly fcattering where his arm is wheel’d. 

And the glad Britons quit the fetal field. 

While thefe fierce toils the penfive chief deferied. 

With anxious thought he thus addrefs’d the Guide • 
Why combat here the trans-atlantic bands, 

And firow their corfes o’er thefe pathlcfs lands ? 

Can Europe’s realms, the feat of endlefs ftrife,' 

Alford no trophies for the wafte of life ! 

Can monarchs there no proud applaufes gain, 195 

No living laurel for their fubjefts flain ? 

Nor Belgia’s plains, fo fertile made with gore, 

Hide heroes’ bones nor feafl: the vultures more ^ 

Danube and Rhine no more their currents llain, 

Nor fweep the flaughter’d myriads to the main, 200 

That infant empires here the rage mull feel, 

And thefe pure ftreams with foreign carnage fwell ? 

Tlie Power reply’d : — In each fuccelfive age. 

Their different views thy varying race engage. 

Here roll the years, when Albion’s parent hand, 205 
Leagu’d with thy cliildren, guards th’ invaded land ; 

That growing ftates their veteran force may train, 

And nobler toiU in later fields fufiun, 

WI.cn 
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When foes more furious crofs the well-known wave, 
The realms to ravage and the race enflave. 

Here toils dread Albion with the fons of Gaul ; 

Here haplefs Braddock finds his deftin’d fall ; 

Brave Walhington, in that yoking martial frame, 
From yon loft field begins a life of fame. 

’Tis he, in future ftrlfe and darker days, 

Defponding ftates to fovereign rule lhall raife. 
When the weak empire in his arm, fhall find 
The fword, the Ihield, the bulwark of mankind. 

The Seraph fpoke ; when thro’ the purpled air 
Tlie northern armies fpread the flames of war : 

O’er dim Champlain, and thro’ furrounding groves, 
Ra(h Aberyombie, mid his thoufands, moves 
To fierce unequal ftrife ; the batteries roar, 

Sliield the ftrong foes, and rake the banner’d Ihorc ; 
Britannia’s troopis again the conteft yield. 

And heaps of carnage ftrow th^ fatal field. • 

But happier Amherft, on Acadia’s ifle, 

I.eails a bold fquadron, and renews the toil ; 

Young W olfe, bcfide him, points the lifted lance, 
The boaft of Albion and the fcourge of France. 

The tide of vidl’ry here the heroes turn, , • 

And Gallic navies in tljeir harbours burn ; . 
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High flame the (hips, the billows fwell with gore, 
And the red ftandard (hndes the conquer’d (hore. 

And lo, a Britilh hoft, unbounded fpread, 

O’er fea-like Laurence, cafts a moving (hade ; 

They flem the leflening tide ; till Abr’ham’s height 
And dread Quebec rofe frowning into fight. 

They tread the (hore, the arduous conflict claim, 
Rife the tall mountain, like a rolling flame. 

Stretch their wide wings in circling onfet far. 

And move to fight, as clouds of heav’n at war. 

The fmoke falls folding thro’ the downward (ky. 
And (hrouds the mountain from the Hero’s eye ; 
While on the burning top, in open day, 

The flalhing fwonls, in fiery arches, play. 

As on a ridgy dorm, in terrors driven. 

The forky flames curl round the vault of heaven. 
The thunders break, the burfting torrents flow, 
And flood the air, and whelm the hills below ; 

Or, as on plains of light, when Michael drove. 

And fwords of Cherubim to combat move ; 

Ten thoufand fiery forms together play. 

And flaflr new lightning on empyreal day. 

Long rag’d ^romifeuous combat, half conceal’d, 
When fudden park fufpended all the field; 
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Tliick groans fuccecd, the fmoke forfakes the plain. 

And the high hill is topp’d With heaps of flain. 

Now, proud in air, the Britifli flandard wav’d, ’ 

And fliouting hofts proclaim’d a country fav’d ; 260 

While, calm and filcnt, where the ranks retire. 

He faw brave Wolfe, in pride of youth, expire. 

/ 

So the pale moon, when morning beams arife, 

Veils her lone vifage in thc*filent fkics ; 

Requir’d no more to drive the fliades away, 265 

Nor waits to view the glories of the day. 

Again the towns afpire, the cultur’d field 
And blooming vale their copious treafures yield ; ' 

The grateful hind his cheerful labour proves. 

And fongs of triumph fill the warbling groves ; 270 

Tire confeious flocks, returrfing joys that fliare. 

Spread thro’ the midland, o’er the walks of war : 

When, borne on eaflern winds, dark vapours rife. 

And fail and lengthen round the weflern Ikies, 

Veil all the vihon from the hero’s light, 275 

And wrap the climes in univerfal night. 

Columbus griev’d, and thus befought the Pow'er:— 
W'hy finks the fcenc ? or mufl: I view no more ^ 

Mull here the fame of that fair world defeend. 

And my brave children find fo foon their end ? 280 

Where 
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Where then the word of Heaven, “ thy foul fhall fee 
“ Thatlialf mankind fhall owe their blifs to thee f ” 

The Power replied ; — Ere long, in happier view. 

The realms fliall brighten, and thy joys renew. 

The years advance, when, round tire thronging ihore, 285 
They rife confus’d to change the fource of power ; 

When Albion’s Prince, who fway’d the happy land, 

Shall ftrctth, to lawlcfs rule, the fovereign hand , 

To bind in llavery’s chains the peaceful hoQ, 

' Their rights unguarded, and their charters loA. 29O 

Now raife thine eye ; from this delufive claim, . . 
What glorious deeds adorn their growing fame ! 

Columbus look’d ; and frill around them fpread. 

From fouth to north, th’ immeafurable fhade ; r . • 

At laft the central fhadows burft away, ' 295 

And rifing regions open’d dn the day. . • ) 

Once more, bright Delaware’s delightful ftream, < •> 

And Penn’s throng’d city cafr a cheerful gleam ; , ;• 

The dome of ftate, that met his eager eye, 

Now heav’d its arches in a loftier Iky ; , 300 

The burfting gates unfold ; and lo, within, ^ ,• 

Th’ aflembled frates, in youthful glory, fhine. ' . _ ; ' 

High on the foremoft feat, in living light, ' ■ ' 

Majeftic Randolph caught the Hero’s fight : 

He 


Digitized by Google 



174 the vision of COLUMBUS: 


He opes the caufe, and points in profpedl far. 
Thro’ all the toils that wait th’impending war — 
But, haplcfs fage, thy reign muft foon be o’er, 

To lend thy luftre and to Ihine no more. 

So the bright morning-ftar, from lhades of even. 
Leads up the dawn, and lights the front of heaven. 
Points to the waking world the fun’s broad way, ' 
Then veils his own, and fliines above the day. 
And fee great Walhington behind thee rife. 

Thy following fun, to gild our morning Ikies ; 
O’er fhadowy climes to pour th’ enlivening dame. 
The charms of freedom and the fire of lame. 
For him the patriot bay beheld, with pride. 

The hero’s laurel fpringing by- its fide; ’ 
His fword hung ufelefs on his graceful thigh,' 

On Britain ftill he caft a filial eye ; 

But fovereign fortitude his vifage bore. 

To meet their legions on th’ invaded fliore. 

Sage Franklin next arofe, in cheerful mieri. 
And fmil’d, unruffled, o’er the folemn feene ; 

High on his locks of age a wreath was brac’d, 

Palm of all arts, that e’er a mortal grac’d ; 
Beneath him lies the feeptre kings have borne. 

And crowns and laurels from tlneir temples totn. 
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Nalh, Rutledge, Jefferfon, in council great, 

And Jay and Laurens, op’d the rolls of fate ; 

O’er climes and kingdoms turn’d their ardent eyes, 
Bade all th’ opprefs’d to fpefedy vengeance rife ; 

All powers of ftatc, in their extended plan. 

Rife from confent, to Ihicld the rights of man. 

Bold Wolcott urg’d the all-important caufe ; 

With fteady hand the folemn feene he draws ; 
Undaunted firmnefe with his wifdom join’d. 

Nor kings nor worlds could warp his ftedfaft mind. 

Here, graceful rifing from his purple throne, • 
In radiant robes, immortal Hofmer -IlKine ; 
Morals and laws expand his lilieral foul, - • ■ 

Beam from his eyes, and in his accents roll. 

But lo, an unfeen hand the curtain drew. 

And fnatch’d the patriot from the herb’s view ; ' 

t 

Wrapp’d in the Ihroud of death, he fees defeend 
The guide of nations and the Mufes’ friend. 
Columbus dropp’d a tear ; the Angel’s eye 
Trac’d the freed fpirit mounting thro’’ the lky.‘ ‘ ‘ 
Each generous Adams, Freedom's fav’ritc pair, ‘ 
Unlhaken flood the tyrant’s rage to dare ; 

Each in his hand colonial charters bore, ’ 

And lawlefs a6fs of niiniflerial power ; 
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Some injur’d right in every page appears, 

A king in terrors and a land in tears ; 

From all the guileful plots the veil they drew, 355 

With eye retortive look’d creation thro’. 

Op’d the wide range of nature’s boundlefs plan, ' 

Trac’d all the fteps of liberty and man ; 

Crowds rofe to vengeance while their accents rung, 

And Independence thunder’d from their tpngue. 360 
The Hero turn’d. And tow’rd the crowded coaft 
Rofe on the wave a wide-extended hoft, 

They fhade the main and fpread their fails abroad, 

From the wide Laurence to die Georgian flood. 

Point their black batteries to the peopled ftiore, ' 365 
And burfting flames begin the hideous roar. 

Where guardlefs Falmouth, looking o’er the bay, ' 
Beheld, unmov’d, the ftormy thunders play, . /. 

Tlic fire begins; die fhells o’er-arching fly. 

And flioot a thoufand rainbows thro’ the Iky ; . 370 

On Charleftown fpires, on Briftol roofs, 1 they light, > 

Groton and Fairfield kindle from the flight. 

Fair Kingfton burns, and Y ork’s delightful fanes. 

And beauteous Norfolk lights the ncighb’ring plains , r 
From realm to realm the fmoky volumes bend, • 375 

Reach round the bays, and up die ftreams extend ; • 
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Deep o’er the concave heavy wreaths are roll’d, 

And midland towns and diflant groves infold. 

Thro’ the dark curls of fmoke the winged fires 

Climb in tall pyramids above the fpircs ; 380 

Cinders, high-failing, kindle heav’n around, 

And falling ftruifures lliake the fmouldering ground. 

Now, where the flieeted flames thro’ Charleftown roar, 
And killing waves hifs round tlie burning Ihorc, 

Thro’ the deep folding fires, dread Bunker’s height 385 
Thunders o’er all and lliows a field of fight. 

Like fhad’wy phantoms in an evening grove. 

To the dark ftrife the doling fquadrons move i 
They join, they break, they thicken thro’ the air, 

And blazing batteries burft along the war ; 393 

Now, wrapp’d in reddening linoke, now dim in fight. 
They fweep the hill or wing the downward flight ; 

Here, wheel’d and wedg’d, Britannia’s veterans turn, 

And the long lightnings from their mufquets burn; , 
Tliere fcattering llrive the thin colonial train, 395 

And broken fquadrons frill the field maintain ; 

Britons in frefh battalions rife the height. 

And, with increafing vollies, give the fight. 

Till, fmear’d with clouds of dull, and bath’d in gore. 

As growing foes their rais’d artillery pour, 400 

M Columbia’s 


Digitized by Coogle 



lyS THE VISION OF COLUMBUS: 

Columbia’s hoft moves o’er the field afar, 

And faves, by flow retreat, the fad remains of war. 

There ftrides bold Putnam, and from all the plains 
Calls the tir’d troops, the tardy rear fuftains. 

And, mid the whizzing deaths that fill the air, 405 

Waves bick his fword and dares the foll’wing war. 

Thro’ falling fires, Columbus fees remain 
Half of each hoft in heaps promifcuos flain ; 

While dying crowds the lingering life-blood pour. 

And flippery fteeps are trod with prints of gore. 410 

There, glorious Warren ! thy cold earth was feen. 

There fpring thy laurels in immortal green ; . . 

Deareft of chiefs, that ever prefs’d the plain. 

In freedom’s caufe, with early honours, flain. 

Still dear in death, as when, in fight you mov’d, 415 
By hofts applauded, and by Heav’n approv’d; 

Tlie faithful Mufe fliall tell the world diy fame. 

And unborn realms refound th’ immortal name. 

Now, from all plains, as fmoky wreaths decay. 

The free-born myriads ftarted into day ; , 42O 

Tall, thro’ the leflTening fhadows, half conceal’d. 

They throng and gather in a central field ; 

There, ftretch’d immenfe, their unform’d fquadrons ftand,' 
Eye the ftrong foe, and eager ftrife demand. 

. >■ J... ■ In 
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In front great Walliington exalted flione. 
His cje direftcd tow’rd the half-feen fun ; 

As thro’ the mift the burfting fplcndors glow. 
And light the paflage to the diftant foe. 

His waving fteel returns the living day, 

425 

Clears the broad plains, and marks the warrior’s way ; 430 [ 

The forming columns range in order bright, 
And move impatient for the promis’d fight. 
When great Columbus faw the chief arife, 

‘ And his bold blade call lightning on the Ikies, 
He trac’d the form that met his view before, 
On drear Ohio’s defolated fhore. 

( 

1 

435 

Matur’d with years, with nobler glory warm, 
Fate in his eye, and vengeance on his arm. 
The great Obferver here with joy beheld 
The hero moving in a broader field. 

440 

.There rofe brave Greene, in all die llrength of 

arms, 

Unmov’d and brightening as the danger warms ; 
In counfel great, in every fcience (kill’d. 

Pride of the camp and terror of the field. 

With eager look, confpicuous o’er the crowd. 
The daring port of great Montgomery llrode ; 

445 

Bar’d the bright blade, with honour’s call elate. 
Claim’d the firft fic'ld,^ and hallen’d to liis fate. 

. J 

. ‘ : M 2 
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Calm Lincoln next, with unafFe 61 ed mien, 

In dangers daring, a£live and ferene, 450 

Carelefs of pomp, with fteady greatnefs (hone, 

Sparing of others’ blood and liberal of his own. 

Heath, for th’ impending ftrife, his falchion draws ; 

And fearlefs Woofter aids the facred caufe. 

Mercer advanc’d, an early fate to prove, 455 

And Wayne and Mifflin fwift to combat move. 

There flood flern Putnam, feam’d with many a fear. 

The veteran honours of an earlier war; 

Undaunted Stirling, dreadful to his foes. 

And Gates and Sullivan to vengeance rofe ; 460 

While brave M'Dougall, fteady and fedate. 

Stretch’d the nerv’d arm to ope the feene of fate. 

Howe mov’d with rapture to the toils of fame, 

'• Laurens adorn’d a father’s honour’d name ; 

Parfons and Smallwood lead their daring bands, 46^ 

St. Clair alert in front of thoufands Hands. 

There gallant Knox his moving engines brings. 

Mounted and grav’d, * the laji refort of kings ; 

* Ultima ratio regum ; a device of Louis XIV, engraved on 
his ordnance. The fame device has fince been adopted by 
other nations. Many pieces of foreign cannon, ufed in America 
in the courfe of former wars, had been left in the countiy at the 
conclufion of the laft peace. Tbefe compofed the American 

artillery 
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The long black rows in dreadful order wait. 

Their grim jaws gaping, foon to utter fate ; 470 

When, at his word, the red-wing’d clouds fhall rife, 

And the deep thunders rock the fhores and Ikies. 

Beneath a waving fword, in blooming prime, 

Fayette moves graceful, ardent and fublime ; 

In foreign guife, in freedom’s noble caufe, 475 

His untry’d blade the youthful hero draws ; 

On the great chief his eyes in tranfport roll, 

And fame and Walhington infpire his foul. 

Steuben advanc’d, in veteran armour dreft, 

For Pruflian lore diftinguilh’d o’er the reft ; ' 480 

From rank to rank, in eager hafte, he flew, 

And marlhall’d hofts in dread arrangement drew. 

'Wadfworth, to aid their generous ardour, flood, 

The friend, the patron of the brave and good. 

While other chiefs and heirs of deathlefs fame 485 

Rife into fight, and equal honours claim ; 

But who can tell the dew-drops of the morn ? 

Or count the rays that in the diamond burn ? 

Now, the broad field as untry’d warriors Ihade, 

The fun’s gbd beam their ftiining ranks difplay’d ; 490 

artillery at the commencement of the war of Independence; 
which accounts for the circumftance of this device being found 
on the caimon of a republican army. 

M 3 The 
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The glorious Leader wav’d his glittering fteel, . 

Bade the long train in circling order wheel ; ^ . 

And, while the banner’d hoft around him prefs’d, . ^ 
With patriot ardour thus the ranks addrcfs’d 

} ‘ t 

Ye generous bands, behold the talk to fave, 495 

Or yield whole nations to an inftant grave. ^ 

See headlong myriads crowding to your fhore, . - 
Hear, from all ports, their boafted thunders roar ; ^ 

From Charlcllovvn-heights tlieir blooely ftandards play, , 
O’er far Champlain they lead theh nortlien way, -i • 500 
Virginian banks behold their ftreamers glide, . ^ 

And hollile navies load each foutljcrn tide. 

. i . ** 

Beneath their fleps your towns in allies lie, 

Your inland empires feall their greedy eye ; , 

Soon lliall your fields to lordly parks be turn’d, 505 

Your children butcher’d, and your ^villas burn’d; 

While following millions, thro’ the reign of time, • . 
Who claim their birth in this indulgent clime, . ; 

Bend the weak knee, to fervile toils confign’d, 

And lloth and llavery overwhelm mankind. 510 

Rife then to war, to noble vengeance rife. 

Ere the grey fire, the hclplefs infant dies ; 

Look thro’ the world where endlefs years defeend. 

What realms, what ages on your arms depend ! 

Reverfe 
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Reverfe the fate, avenge tli’ infulted Iky ; 515 

Move to the ftrifc — we conquer or we die. 

So fpoke the chief ; and with his guiding hand 
Points the quick toil to each furromiding band. 

At once the different lines are wheel’d afar, 

In different realms, to meet the gathering w.ar. 5 2D 

\\’ith his young hod Montgomery iffues forth. 

And lights his palfage thro’ the dufl^y north ; 

O’er dreams and lakes his conqu’ring banners play, 

I 

Navies and forts, furrend’ring, mark his way ; 

Tliro’ defert wilds, o’er rocks and fens, they go, 525 
And hills before them lofe their crags in fnow ; 

Unbounded toils tlicy brave ; when rife in figlit 
Quebec’s dread walls, and Wolfe’s dill clieerlcfs heiglit ; 
With fkillful glance he eyes the turrets round. 

Bridled with pikes, with dark artillery crown’d, 530 
Rcfolvcs with naked Heel to fcalc the towers. 

And fnatch a realm from Britain’s hodile powers. 

Now drear December’s boreal blads arife, , - 

A roaring hail-dorm fwept the Ihuddering Ikies, 

Night with condendng horrors Ihroudcd all, 53J 

And trembling watch-lights glimmet’d from the wall. ' 

He points th’ alfault, and thro’ the howling air, 

O’er rocky ramparts leads the dreadful war. 

M 4 Swift 
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Swift rife the rapid hoft ; the walls are red 

With flafliing flames ; down roll the heaps of dead. 540 

Till back recoiling from the ranks of flain, 

They leave their leader with a feeble train, 

Begirt with foes within the founding wall. 

While round his arm fucceflive Britons fall ; 

But fhort the ftrife ; new fquadrons gather’d round, 545 
And brave Montgomery preft the gory ground. 

Another Wolfe Columbus here beheld, 

I 

In youthful charms, a foul undaunted yield ; 

While loft, o’erpower’d, his hardy hoft remains. 

Stretch’d by his fide, or led in captive chains. 550 

And now the Angel turn’d the Kero’s eye. 

To other realms, where other ftandards fly ; 

Where Wafhington amid furrounding foes. 

Still greater rifes a^ the danger grows ; 

And wearied ranks, o’er welt’ring warriors flain, 555 
Attend his courfe thro’ many a crimfon’d plain. 

From Hudfon’s banks to Trenton’s dreary ftrand. 

He guards in firm retreat his feeble band ; 

W’hile countlefs foes with Britifh Howe advance, 

Bend o’er his rear, and point the lifted lance ; 560 

O’er Del’ware’s frozen wave, with fcanty force, 

He lifts the fword, and points the backward courfe. 

Wings 
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Wings the dire vengeance on the Ihouting train. 

And leads whole fquadrons in the captive chain ; 

Where vaunting foes to half their numbers yield, 565 

Tread back the flight, or prefs the fetal field. ' ' • 

Twas there in furious ftrife, brave Mercer flrode. 

And feal’d the vi6t’ry with his ftream'mg blood. ' ‘ 

Where the broad Laurence mingles with the main, 

Rofe into fight a wide extended train : 570 

From fhore to fhore, along th’ unfolding fkies, • 

Beneath full fails, imbanded nations rife ; ' • 1 

Britain and Brunfwick here their flags unfold ; 

Here Heflia’s hordes, for toils of flaughter fold, 

Hibernian hofis and Hanoverian (laves, 575 

Move o’er the decks and (hade the confeious waves. 

Tall, on the boldeft bark, fuperior (hone, • - < / 

A warrior, enfign’d with a varioiis crown ; 

• m 

Myrtles and laurels equal honours join’d. 

Which arms had purchas’d and the Mufes twin’d ; 580 

His fword wav’d forward, and his ardent eye 
Seem’d (haring empires in the fouthern Iky. ' " ’ 

Befide him rofe a herald, to proclaim ' ~ 

His various honours, titles, feats, and feme ; 

Who rais’d an op’ning feroU, where proudly (hone 585 
Burpyne and vengeance from the Britijb throne. 

Champlain 
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Cliamplaiii receives tlie congregated hofl;. 

And Ills dark waves, beneath tire fails, are loft; 

St, ^Clair beholds ; and, with his feeble train, 

In firm retreat, o’er many a fatal plain, \ ' : i 5^0 

Lures their wild march-. — : Wide moves their furious force, 
And flaming hamlets mark their wafting couifc; 

Thro’ pathlcfs realms their fpreading ranks are vyheel’d 
O’er Mohawk’s weftern wave and Bennington’s dread field ; 
Till, where deep Hudfonls winding watere ftray, ; 595 
A yeoman hoft oppos’d, their rapid way ; ■ 

There on a towery height brave Gates arofe, ■■ 

Wav’d the blue fteel and dar’d the headlong foes; • ’ 
Undaunted Lincoln, moving at Iris fide, p. •" 

LTg’d the dread ftrife, and fweH’d the flaughtcring tide, 600 
Now roll, like winged ftorms, the lengthening lines, . 
The clarion thunders and the battle joins ; , , 

Thick flames, in vollied flaflres, fill the air, , - > • 

And flruddering mountains give the noife of war ; . . 

Sulphurious clouds rife reddening round, the height, 605 
And veil the Ikies and wrapt the founding fight. > « _ 
Now, in the Ikirt of fnrofce where thoufands toil, . 

Ranks roll away and into light recoil ; . . 

The rout increafes, all the Britilh train 

Tread back their fteps and fcatter o’er the plain,;., . , 610 

To 
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To the glad holds precipitate retire, 

And wide behind them dreams the flalhing fire. 

Scarce mov’d the fmoke above the gory height, 

And op’d the daughter to the Hero’s fight; 

Back to their fate, when baffled fquadrons flew, 615 

Rcfum’d their rage, and pour’d the ftrife anew ; 

Again the batteries roar, the lightnings play. 

Again they fall, again they roll away. 

And now Coluhabia, circling round the field. 

Points her full force — Britannia’s thoufands yield ; ‘ 620 

When bold Burgoyne, in one difallrous day, 

Sees future crowns and former wreaths decay ; 

While two illuftrious armies fhade the plain. 

The mighty vigors and the captive train. 
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HUS view’d the Sage; when, lo, in eaftcrn (kies, 
From glooms unfolding Gallia’s coafts arife. 

Bright o’er the fcencs of ftate a golden throne, 

Inllarr’d with gems and hung with purple, (hone ; 

Young Bourbon there in fovereign fplendor fate, ' 5 
And fleets and moving armies round him wait. 

For now the conteft, with increas’d alarms, 

Fill’d every clime, and rous’d the world to arms ; ' 

While Heav’n’s high will, that light from daiknefs brings. 
And good to nations from the fcourge of kings, jo 

In this dread hour bade all the plan unfold, - 

And the new world illuminate the old. 

Thro’ Europe’s realms unnumber’d fages trace 
Th’ expanding dawn that waits the reas’ning race; » 
O’er wtflern climes they turn their ardent eyesv ■ ■’ 15 
Thro’ glorious toils where ftruggling nations rife; ■ 

Whejc 


Digitized by Google 



192 THE VISION OF COLUMBUS: 


Wliere each firm deed, each new illuftrious name 
Calls into light a field of nobler fame. 

They mark beyond, thro’ wilder’d walks of day. 
Where abfent funs their unknown beams difplay, 
What fires of unborn nations claim their birth, 
And afk their empires in that wafte of earth. 
While o’er the eaftern world, with painful eye. 

In flavery funk they fee the kingdoms lie. 

Whole realms exhauflcd to-enrich a throne. 

Their fruits untafted, and their rights unknown ; 
Thro’ tears of grief that fpeak the melting mind. 
They hail the era that relieves mankind. 

Of thefe the firft, the Gallic (ages fland. 

And urge their king to lift an aiding hand. 

The generous caufe their glowing breafls infpir’d, 
Columbia’s wrongs their indignation fir’d ; 

To fhare her glorious toils their counfel mov’d. 

In juftice founded and by faith approv’d. 
Surrounding heroes wait the monarch’s word, 

In foreign fields to draw the glittering fword. 
Prepar’d with joy to join thofe infant powers. 

Who build new empires on the weflern fhores. 

- By honeft guile the royal ear they bend. 

And lure him on, fair freedom to defend ; 
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That, once recognis’d, once eftabliflr’d there. 

The world might learn the proffer’d boon to fhare ; 
While, artful arguments the plan difguife, 

Garb’d in the glofs that fuits a monarch’s eyes. 

By arms to humble Britain’s haughty power, 45 

From her to fever that extended fhore. 

Contents his utmoft wifh. For this he lends 
His powerful aid, and calls th’ opprefs’d his friends. 

The league propos’d, he lifts his arm to fave. 

And fpeaks the borrow’d language of the braver 50 

Ye dates of France, and ye of rihng name. 

Who work thofe didant miracles of fame. 

Hear and attend ; let heav’n the witnefs bear, 

W e dra^ the fword, we aid the righteous war. 

Let leagues eternal bind each friendly land, 

Giv’n by our voice, and ’dablifh’d by our hand ; 

Let yon extenfive empire fix her fway. 

And fpread her blcffings with the bounds of day. 

Yet know, ye nations, hear, ye Powers above. 

Our purpos’d aid no views of conqued move ; 60 

In that vad world revives no ancient claim 
Of regions peopled by the Gallic name ; 

Our envied bounds, already dretch’d afar, 

Nor afk the fword, nor fear the rage of war j 

N But 
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But virtue, Aruggllng with the vengeful Power, 65 

That ftains yon fields, and dcfolates that Ihore, 

With nature’s foes bids former compa6l ceafc; 

We war rekuSlant, and our with is peace ; 

To fufFering nations be the fuccour given, 

Tlie caufe of nations is the caufe of Heaven. 70 

He fpoke ; his moving armies (hade the plain. 

His fleets rode bounding on the weftern main ; 

O’er lands and feas the loud applaufcs rung. 

And tt'arand union dwelt on every tongue. 

The other Bourbon caught the fplendid ftrain, 75 

And rous’d in hade the naval force of Spain. 

Swift o’er the tide, where Gallic flags advance. 

He bids his own in wonted union dance ; 

And while dread Elliott lliakes the Midland wave, 

Tliey ftrive in vain the Calpian rock to brave. 80 

The Belgian powen witli equal fpeed prepare 
Thro’ weftern ifles to meet the watery war; 

Where ftill proud Albion fweeps the ftiudderlng main. 

And foils the force of Holland, France and Spain. 

WTicrc Indian borders Ikirt the orient Ikies, 

To furious ftrife unwonted myriads rife ; 

Great Hydcr there, unconquerably bold. 

Bids vengeance move and freedom’s flag unfold. 

Fires 
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Fires the wide realms t’affert their ancient fway, 

And fcourge fierce Britons from their lawlefs prey. go 
Now Europe’s nortliern powers, their counfels blend, 
The laws of trade to foften and extend ; 

An arm’d Neutrality the way prepares, 

To check the horrors of all future wars ; / 

Till by degrees the walling fword lhall ccafe, g^ 

And commerce le.ad to univerfal peace. 

Thus all the ancient world with ardent eyes 
Enjoy the lights that gild th’ Atlantic Ikies, 

Wake to new life, alTume a borrow’d flame, 

Enlarge the luflre and partake the fame. too 

So mounts of ice, that polar hcav’ns invade. 

Unheeded (land beneath the night’s long fliadc, 

Yet when the morning lights their glaring throne, 

Give back the day, and imitate the fun. 

But Hill Columbus, o’er the wellern flrore, 105 

Sees Albion’s fleets her new brittallons pour; 

The realms unconquer’d ftill their terrors wield. 

And flam with mingled gore th’ embattled field. 

O’er Schuylkill’s wave to various fight they move. 

And adverfe nations equal flaughter prove ; 1 10 

Til!, where dread Monmouth lifts a frowning heiglit, 
Parading armies call a glaring light, 

N 2 Tliere 
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There ftrode the Britifh Clinton o’er the field, 
And marfliall’d hofts for ready combat held. 

As the dim fun, beneath the Ikirts of even, 
Crimfons the clouds that fail the weftern heaven ; 
So, in red wavy rows, where fpread tire train 
Of men and ftandards, fhone the fateful plain. 

But now dread Wafhington arofe in fight. 

And the long ranks roll forward to the fight ; 

He points tlie charge, the mounted thunders roar. 
And plough the plain, and rock the diftant fhore. 
Above the folds of fmoke, th.at veil’d the war, 

His guiding fword illum’d the fields of air ; 

The voUied flames, that burft along the plain, 
Break the deep clouds, and fhow the piles of flain 
Till flight begins ; the fmoke is roll’d away. 

And the red (iandards open into day. 

Britons and Germans hurry from the field. 

Now wrapp’d in dufl, and now to fight reveal’d ; 
Behind, great Wafliingtcn his falchion drives, 
Thins the pale ranks, and copious vengeance gives. 
Hofls captive bow, and move beliind his arm. 

And hofts before him wing the driven ftorm ; 
When the glad lliore falutcs their fainting light. 
And thundering navies fcrecn their rapid flight. 
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Tliro’ plains of death, that gleam with lioftilc fires, 
Brave Lincoln now to fouthem climes retires ; 

Where o’er her ftreams beleagur’d Charlefton rofe, 

The hero moves to meet th’ aflemblcd foes. 14O 

Around the pointed ftrand, on either flood. 

Red ftandards wav’d and floating batteries rode ; 

While, braving death, his fcanty hoft remains. 

And the dread ftrife with various fate fuftains. 

High from the fable decks the burfting fires 145 

Sweep the full ftrjjcts, and cleave the glittering fpires. 

The flying flames, that vault the burning air 
Strow their crackt Ihells and pour th’ etherial war ; 

And all the tented plain, where heroes tread. 

Is torn with crags and cover’d with the dead. 1 50 

Each fliower of flames renews the townfmen’s woe. 

They wail the ftrife, they dread th’ infuriate foe. 

Th’ afliidled Fair, while tears bedew their charms, 

Babes at their fide and infants in their arms. 

With piercing fhrieks his guardian hand implore, 155 

To" fave them trembling from the viflor’s power. 

He fhares their anguifli with a moift’ning eye. 

And bids the balls rain thicker thro’ the Iky ; 

But vain the ftrife ; while crowding to the fhore, 

The foes in firefh battalions round him pour. 1 60 

N 2 He 
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He yields at lafl the long-conteilcd prize, • 

And freedom’s banners quit the fouthern Ikies. 

The conqu’ring legions now the champaign tread, 

And tow’rd the north tlieir fire and fiaughter fpread ; 

Thro’ towns and realms, where arming pcafants fly, 165 
The bold Cornwallis bears his fiandard high ; 

O’er many a field difplays liis walling force, 

And thoufands fall, and thoufanJs aid his courfe ; 

hilc in his march thro’ all the wide domain. 

Colonial daflards join his fplendid train. . 170 

So mountain llrcams o’er climes of melting fnow, 

Spread witli increafing waves, and flood the world below. 

The great Columbus, with an anxious figh, 

Saw Britifli enfigns reaching round the Iky, 

Saw defolation whelm his fav’rite coaft, 175 

His children fcatter’d, and their vigour loft, 

Dc Kalb in furious combat prefs the plain, 

Morgan and Smallwood various fliocks fufiain ; . 

When Greene, in lonely greatnefs, rofe to view, 

A few firm patriots to his ftandard drew; 180 

And, moving (lately to a rifing ground. 

Bade the loud trump to fpeedy vengeance found ; 

Fir’d by the voice, new fquadrons, from afar. 

Crowd to the hero and demand the war. 

Round 
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Round all the fliores and plains he turn’d his eye, 185 
Saw forts arife, and conquering banners fly : 

Tlie faddening feene fufpends his ardent foul, 

And fates of empires in his bofom roll. 

With flender force where Ihould he lift the flcel. 

While hofling foes immcafurably wheeH rijo 

Or how behold the boundlefs llaughter fpread, 

Himfelf Hand idle and his country bleed ? 

A filent moment thus the hero flood. 

And held his warriors from the field of blood ; 

Then points the Britifli legions where to roll, 19^ 

Marks out their progrefs, and defigns the whole. 

He lures their chief, o’er yielding realms to roam. 

To build his greatnels, and to find his doom ; 

With gain and grandeur feeds his fatelefs flame. 

And leaves the vi£l’ry to a nobler name ; 200 

Gives to great Wafhington, to meet his way. 

Nor claims the glories of fo bright a day. 

Then to the conquer’d fouth, with gathering force. 

O’er fanguine plains he fhapes his rapid courfe ; 

Forts fall around him, hofts before him fly, 205 

And captive bands his growing train fupfly. 

At length, far fpreading thro’ a fatal field, 

Britannia’s chiefs their circling armies wheel’d ; 

N 4 Near 
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Near Eutaw’s fount, where, long renown’d for blood, 
Pillars of ancient fame in triumph flood, 2iO 

The ready fquadrons, rang’d in order bright. 

Stand, like a fiery wall, and wait the flux:k of fight. 

When o’er the neighb’ring hill, brave Greene arofe, 
Ey’d the far plain, and view’d the glittering foes; 

Difpos’d for combat each compacted train, 21 $ 

To lead the charge, or the wide wings fuftain. 

Rous’d all their rage, fuperior force to prove. 

Wav’d the bright blade, and bade the onfet move. 

As hovering clouds, when morning beams arife. 

Hang their red curtains round the eaflern Ikies, 220 

Unfold a fpace to hail the promis’d fun. 

And catch their fplendors from his rifing throne; 

Thus glow’d th’ approaching fronts, whofe fleely glare 
Glanc’d o’er the hideous interval of war. 

Now roll with kindling hafle the rapid lines, 225 

From wing to wing the founding battle joins ; 

Batteries and fofles wide, and ranks of fire. 

In mingled Ihocks, their thundering blafls expire : 

Beneath the frnoke, when firm advancing bands. 

With piked arms b®nt forward in their hands, 230 

In dreadful filence tread. As, wrapp’d from fight, 

The nightly ambufli moves to fecret fight ; 

So 
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So Nifli the raging files, and Cghtlefs clofe. 

In plunging ftrifc, with fierce confli£ling foes ; 

They reach, they ftrike, they llruggle o’er the flain, 235 
Deal doubtful blows, and ftrow with death the plain ; 
Ranks crufli on ranks, with equal flaughter gor’d. 

While dripping flreams, from every lifted fword. 

Stain the thin, carnag’d hofts ; who Aill maintain^ 

With mutual fhocks> the vengeance of the plain. 240 
Till, where brave Williams ftrove and Campbell fell. 
Unwonted ftrokes the Britifti force repel; 

The rout begins ; the fhatter’d wings, afar. 

Roll back in hafte and fcatter from the war ; 

They drop their arms, they fcour the marlhy field ; 245 

Whole fquadrons fall and faint battalions yield. 

O’er all the great Obferver fix’d his eye. 

Mark’d the whole ftrife, beheld tliem fall and fly ; 

He faw where Greene tliro’ all the combat drove, 

And death and vidl’ry with his prefence move ; 253 

Beneath his arm faw Marion pour die ftrifc, 

Pickens and Sumner, prodigal of life ; 

He faw young Wafhmgton, the child of fame, 

Preferve in fight the honours of his name ; 

Brave Lee, in pride of youth and veteran might, 255 
Swept the dread field, and put whole troops to flight ; 
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While numerous chiefs, that equal trophies raife. 

Wrought, not unfeen, the deeds of deathlefs praife. 

Columbus now his gallant fons beheld 
In triumph move thro’ many a banner’d field ; 260 

When o’er the main, from Gallia’s friendly fhore. 

To the glad ftrife a hoft of heroes pour. 

On the tall Ihaded decks the leaders (land, 

View Icffening waves, and hail the crowded ftrand. 

Brave Rochambeau, in gleamy fteel array’d, 265 

Th’afcending feenes with eager joy furvey’d ; 

Saw Wafirington, amid his thoufands, ftride. 

And long’d to toll and conquer by his fide. 

Two brother chiefs, in rival luftre, rofc, 

Rear’d the long lance, and claim’d the field of foes ; 270 

The bold Viominils, of equal fame, 

And eager both to grace the honour’d name. 

Lauzon, beneath his fail, in armour bright. 

Frown’d o’er the w.ave, impatient for the fight ; 

A fiery deed befide the hero flood, 275 

And his broad blade wav’d forward o’er the crowd. 

And now, with eager hafle, they tread the coaft ; 

Thro’ grateful regions march their veteran hofl ; 

Join the great Chief, where allied banners lead, 

Demand the foe, and bid the war proceed. 280 

Again 
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Again Columbus call his anxious eye, 

Where Britain’s ftandard wav’d along the Iky ; 

And, grac’d with fpoils of many a field of blood, 

Tlie bold Cornwallis on a bulwark floixl. 

O’er conquer’d provinces, and towns in fl'me, s8_j 

He mark’d his recent monuments of fame ; 

High-rais’d in air his hands fecurely hold, 

With confeious pride, a fhect of cypher’d gold ; 

There, in delufivc hafte, his Ikill had grav’d 
A clime fubdu’d, a flag in triumph wav’d : 290 

A middle realm, by fairer figures known. 

Adorn’d with fruits, lay bounded for his own ; 

Deep thro’ the centre fpreads a beauteous hay, 

Full fails afeend and golden rivers ftray ; 

Bright palaces arife, reliev’d in gold, 295 

And gates and (Ireets the crofllng lines unfold ; 

O’er all the mimic feene, his fingers trace 
His future feat and glory of his race. 

While thus theBritilh chief his conquefls view’d. 

And gazing theufands round the ramparts flood, 300 

Whom future eafe and golden dreams employ, 

Tlie fongs of triumph and the feaft of joy ; 

Sudden great Wafliington arofc in view. 

And union’d flags his ftatcly fteps purfuc ; 

Great 


Digitized by GoOglc 



204 


THE VISION OF COLUMBUS t 


Great Gallia’s hoft and young Columbia’s pride, 305 

Bend the long marcli and glitter at his fide. 

Now on the wave the warring fleets advance, 

And rival enfigns o’er their pinions dance ; 

Graves, from the north, dread Albion’s flag unfurl’d 
That wav’d defiance to the watery world ; 310 

De Grade, from fouthern ifles, condudts his train, . 

And Ihades with Gallic Iheets the billowy mairt. 

The fwelling fails, as far as eve can fweep. 

Look thro’ the Ikies and awe the Ihuddering deep. 

As, when the winds of heav’n, from each far pole, 31 5 
Their adverfe ftorms acrofs the concave roll. 

The fleecy vapours thro’ th’expanfion run. 

Veil the blue vault, and tremble o’er the fun ; 

Till the dark folding wings together drive. 

And, ridg’d with fires and rock’d with thunders, ftrive; 320 
So, bearing thro’ the void, at firft appear 
White clouds of canvafs floating on the air ; 

Then frown th’ approaching fronts ; the fails are laid. 

And the black decks extend a dreadful Ihade ; 

While rolling flames and tides of fmoke arife, 325 

And thundering cannons rock the feas and (kies. 

Where the long burfling fires the cloud difclofe. 

Hods heave in fight and blood the decks o’er-flows ; 

Here 
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Here from the ftrife toft navies rife to view. 

Drive back to vengeance, and the toil renew, 

There ftiatter’d barks in fquadrons move afar, 

Led thro’ the (moke, and ftmggling from thp war ; 
While hulls half feen, beneath a gaping wave, 

And plunging heroes fill the watery grave. 

Now the dark fmoky volumes roll’d away, 

And a long line afeended into day ; 

The pinions fwell’d, Britannia’s flag arofe. 

And flew the vengeance of triumphing foes. 

When up the bay, Virginian lands that laves, 

The Gallic line its conquering ftandard waves : 
Where ftiU dread Wafhington dire£k his way. 

And fleets and moving realms his voice obey ; 

While the brave Briton, mid the gathering hoft. 
Perceives his glories and his empire loft. 

The hcav’n-taught Sage in this broad feene beheld 
His fav’rite fons the fates of nations wield ; 

There joyous Lincoln (hone in arms again, 

Ncifon and Knox mov’d ardent o’er die plain ; 
Unconquer’d Scammel, mid the cloftng ftrife. 

In fight of vidt’ry pour’d his gallant life ; 

While Gallic thoufands eager toils fuftain. 

And death and danger lieartcn every train. 
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Wliere Tarlcton turns with hopes of flight elate. 
Brave I.auzon moves, and drives him back to fate. 
In one dread view two chofen bands advance, 
Columbia’s veterans and the pride of France ; 
Thcfe bold Viominil exalts to fame. 

And thofe Fayette’s conducing guidance claim. 
They lift the fword, witli rival glory warm. 
O’er piked ramparts pour the flaming ftorm. 

The mounted thunders brave, and lead the foe. 

In captive fquadrons, to the plain below. 

O’er all great W afiiington his arm extends, 
Points every movement, every toil defends. 

Bids dofer flrife and bloodier ftrokes proceed. 
New batteries blaze and heavier fquadrons bleed ; 
Round the pent foe approaching breaftworks rife. 
And fhells like meteors vault the flaming Ikies. 
With dire difmay the Eritifli chief beheld 
The foe advance, his veterans quit- the field ; 
Dd'pair and flaughter when he turns his eye. 

No hope in combat, and no power to fly ; 

Dc GrafTc vidorious lhakes the Ihuddering tide, , 
Iinbody’d nations all the champaign hide ; 

F'oflcs and batteries, growing on the fight. 

Still pour new thunders and incrcafe the fight, 
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Shells rain before him, rock the fhores around, 

And crags and balls o’erturn the tented ground ; 
From poll to pod the driven ranks retire. 

The cartli in crimfon and the fkies on fire. 

Now grateful truce fufpends the burning war, 

And groans and fhouts, promifeuous, load the air ; 
When the tir’d Britons, where the fmokes decay, 
Refign their arms and move in open day. 
Columbus faw th’ immeafurable train, 

Thoufands on thoufands, redden all the plain ; 
Beheld the glorious Leader (land fetlate, 

Hods in his chain, and banners at his feet ; 

Nor fmile o’er all, nor chide the fallen chief. 

But fhare with pitying eye his manly grief. 

Thus thro’ th’ extremes of life, in every date. 
Shines the clear foul, beyond all fortune great ; 
While fmaller minds, the dupes of fickle chance, 
Slight woes o’erwhelm, and hidden joys entrance. 

So the full fun, through all the changing fley, 
Norblads, nor overpowers, the naked eye; 

Tho’ tranfient fplendors, borrow’d from his light. 
Glance on the mirror and dedroy the fight. 

He bids brave Lincoln, as they move along, 
Condudb the triumph of the vanquidi’d throng ; 
Who fees, once more, two armies diadc the plain, 
Tlie mighty vidlors and the captive train. 
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VISION OF COLUMBUS. 
BOOK VII. 

H AIL facred Peace, who claim’ft thy brigl't abcdc 
Mid circling faints that grace the throne of God ! 

Before his arm, around the fhapeleis earth, ’ 

Stretch’d the wide heav’ns, and gave to nature birth ; 

Ere morning-ftars his glowing chambers hung, ^ 

Or fongs of gladnefs woke an angel’s tongue. 

Veil’d in the brightnefs of th’ Almighty’s mind. 

In bleft repofe thy placid form reclin’d. 

Borne through the heav’ns with his creating voice, 

Thy prefence bade th’unfolding worlds rejoice, tc 

Gave to feraphic harps their founding lays. 

Their joys to angels, and to men their praife. 

From fcenes of blood, thefe beauteous Ihores that (lain. 
From gafping friends that prefs the fanguine plain. 

From fields, long taught in vain thy flight to mourn, 

1 rife, delightful Power, and greet thy glad return. 

O 3 Too 
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Too long tlie groans of death, and battle’s bray, 
Have rung difcordant through th’unpleafing lay : 

I^ct pity’s tear its balmy fragrance Ihed, 

O’er heroes’ wounds and patriot warriors dead ; 
Accept, departed fliades, thefe grateful fighs. 

Your fond attendants to th’approving (kies. 

And thou, my carliefl friend, my brother dear, 
Tliy fall untimely wakes the tender tear. 

In youthful fports, in toils, in blood allied. 

My kind companion and my hopeful guide, 

When Heav’n’s fad fummons, from our infant eyes, 
Had call’d our laft, lov’d parent to the (kies. 

Tho’ young in arms, and (till obfcure thy name, 
Thy bofom panted for the deeds of fame. 

Beneath Montgomery’s eye, when, by thy (leel. 

In northern wilds, the frequent favage fell. 

Yet, haplefs Youth 1 when thy great leader bled, 
Thro’ the fame wound thy parting fpirit fled. 

But now th’untuncful trump (liall grate no more,' 
Ye filvcr ftreams, no longer fwell with gore ; 

Bear from your beauteous banks the crimfon (lain, 
With yon retiring navies, to the main. 

"While other views unfolding on my eyes. 

And Ivippier themes bid bolder numbers rife : 
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Bring, bounteous Peace, in thy celeftial throng. 

Life to my foul, and rapture to my fong ; 

Give me to trace, with pure unclouded ray, 

The arts and virtues that attend thy fway ; 

To fee thy blifsful charms, that here defeend, 45 

Tlirough dihant realms and endlefs years extend. 

To call new glories o’er the changing clime. 

The Seraph now revers’d the flight of time ; 

Roll’d back the years that led their courfe before. 

And flretch’d immenfe the wild uncultur’d Ihore ; 50 

paths of peaceful Science rais’d to view, 

And fliow’d th’ afeending crowds that ufeful arts purfue. 

As o’er the canvals, when the mailer’s mind 

•> 

Glows with a future landfcape, well defign’d. 

While gardens, vales, and llreets and ftrudtures rife, 55 
A new creation to his kindling eyes ; 

He fmiles o’er all ; and, in delightful llrife. 

The peneil moves and calls the whole to life. 

So, while the great Columbus flood fublime. 

And faw wild nature clothe the tracklefs clime ; 60 

The green banks heave, the winding currents pour. 

The bays and harbours cleave the yielding Ihore, 

The champaigns fpread, the folemn groves arife. 

And the rough mountains lengthen round the Ikies; 

O 3 Through 
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Through all the feene he trac’d, with fluUful ken, 

The unform’d feats and future walks of men ; 

Mark’d where the fields fhould bloom, the ftreamers play. 
And towns and empires claim their peaceful fway ; 

When, fudden waken’d by the Angel’s hand. 

They rofe in pomp around the cultur’d land. JO 

In weftern wilds, where ftill the natives tread. 

From fea to fea an inland commerce fpread ; 

O’er the dim dreams, and thro’ the gloomy grove. 

The trading bands-their cumb’rous burdens move ; 

Where furs, and Ikins, and all th* exhauftlels flore IS 
Of midland realms, defeended to the fhore. 

Where fummer’s funs, along the northern coad. 

With feeble force diflblvc the chains of froft, 

Prolific waves the fcaly nations trace. 

And tempt the toils of man’s laborious race. So 

Though rich Peruvian ftrands, beneath the tide. 

Their rocks of pearl and fparkling pebbles hide ; 

Lur’d by the gaudy prize, a vent’rous train 
Plunge the dark deep and brave the furging main ; 

Whole realms of flaves the dangerous labours dare, 8^ 
To dud a feeptre or emblaze a dar : 

Yet wealthier dores thefe genial tides difplay. 

And bufy throngs with nobler fpoils repay. 

The 
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The Hero faw the hardy hofts advance, 

I 

Caft the long line and aim the barbed lance ; go 

Load the deep floating barks, and bear abroad 
To each far clime the life-fuftaining food ; 

While growing fwarms by nature’s hand fupplied, 

People the flioals and fill the fruitful tide. / 

Where fouthem ftreams thro’ broad favannahs bend, 95 
The rice-clad vales their verdant rounds extend ; 

Tobago’s plant its leaf expanding yields. 

The maize luxuriant clothes a thoufand fields ; 

Steeds, herds and flocks o’er northern regions rove. 

Embrown the hill, and wanton thro’ the grove ; 1 00 

The wood-lands wide their fturdy honours bend. 

The pines, the live-oaks, to the fhores defcond ; 

Along the ftrand the crooked keels arife, 

Tlic huge hulls heave, and marts afcend the fkics ; 

Launch’d in the deep o’er eartem waves they fly, 105 

Feed fouthern ifles, and Europe’s realms fupply. 

Silent he gaz’d : when thus the guardian Power : — 

While ufeful toils like thefe adorn the rtiore, 

The liberal arts with more dlrtinguirti’d praifc. 

Shall crown their labours and thy rapture raife. 110 

Each orient realm, the former pride of earth, 

Wher e men and fcience drew their ancient birth, 

O 4 Shall 
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Shall foon behold, on this enlighten’d coaft, 

Their fame tranfcended, and their glory loft. 

That train of arts, that grac’d mankind before. 
Warm’d the glad Sage or taught the Mufe to foar. 
Here with fuperidr fway their progrefs trace. 

And aid the triumphs of thy filial race ; 

W hile rifing crowds, with genius unconfin’d, 

Ihro’ deep inventions lead th’ aftonilh’d mind. 
Wide o’er the world their name unriyall’d raife, 

■ - _ firr- ■ ^ 

And bind their temples with immortal bays. 

In youthful minds to wake a virtuous flame, 

" s'o * ■■■ '• ' 

To nurfe the arts, and point the paths of fapre, 

. ,J '■ : yU:-... 

Behold their liberal fires, with guardian care. 
Thro’ all the realms their feats of fcience rear. 

; r ' -.t. ■*’ ' w ' 

Great without pomp the modeft manfion.s ftand, 
Harvard and Yale and Princeton grace the land,. 
Penn’s peaceful dome his youths with ruptnre greet 
On James’s bank Virginian mufes meet, 

./ • . I J I 

York’s beauteous town her college walls command, 
Bofom’d in groves, fee growing Dartmouth ftand ; 
While, o’er the realm refle61ing folar fires, 

/ On yon tall hill, Rhode-^Ifland’s feat afpires. 

O’er all the ftiore, with fails and cities gay. 

And where rude hamlets ftretch their inland fway. 
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With humbler walls unnumber’d fchools arife. 

And home-bred freemen feize the folid prl^. 

In no bleft land has Science rear’d her fane. 

And fix’d fo firm her peace-difFufing reign ; 140 

Each ruftic here, that turns the furrow’d foil, 

The maid, the youth, that ply mechanic toil. 

In fre^om nurft, in ufcful arts inur’d. 

Know their Juft claims, and fee their rights fccur’d. 

And lo ! defcending from the feats of art, 145 

The growing throngs for aiftive fcenes depart ; 

In various garbs they tread the welcome land, ' _ 

Swords at their fide or ftatutcs in their hand. 

With healing powers bid dire difeafes ceafc. 

Or found the tidings of eternal peace. _ _ ^159 

In no bleft land has fair religion (hone, . , 

And fix’d fo’ firm her everlafting tlirone. 

Where o’er the realms thofe fpacious temples Ihinc, 
Frequent and full the throng’d afrcmblics join ; 

There, fir’d with virtue’s animating flame, 155 

Tlie preacher’s talk perfuafive fages claim ; 

Tlae talk, for angels great — in early youth. 

To lead whole nations in the walks of truth. 

To (hed the beams of knowledge on the mind. 

In bands of peace to harmonize mankind, 169 

To 


Digitized by Google 



2i8 the vision of COLUMBUS: 


To life, to happinefs, to joys above. 

The foften’d foul with ardent zeal to move. 

For this the voice of Heav’n, in early years. 

Tun’d the glad fongs of life-infpiring feers j 

For this confenting feraphs leave the flues, 165 

Reveal the path of life, and teach them how to rife. 

Tho’ different faiths their various orders fhow, 

That fccm difcordant to the train below ; 

They tread the fame bright Heps, and fmoothc the road. 
Lights of the world and meffengeit of God. 1 70 

So the galaxy broad o’er heav’n difplays 
Of various liars the fame unbounded blaze ; 

Where great and fmall their mingling rays unite, 

And earth and fkies repay the friendly light. 

While thus the Hero view’d the facred band, 1 75 

Mov’d by one voice and guided by one hand. 

He faw the heav’ns unfold, a form defcend, 

I ■ • * 

Down the dim Ikies his arm of light extend, , . 

From God’s own altar bear a living coal. 

Touch their glad lips and brighten every foul ; 180 

To liflening crowds from each accordant tongue. 

O’er the wide clime tliefe welcome accents rung : ~ 

A’c darkling race of poor diftrelj^ mankind. 

For blifs flill groping and to virtue blind. 
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Hear from on high th* Almighty’s voice defcend j 
Ye heav’ns, be filent, and thou earth, attend. 

I reign the Lord of life ; I fill the round 

Where ftars and Odes and angels know their bound ; 

Before all years, beyond all thought I live, 

Light, form and motion, time and fpace I give ; 
Touch’d by this hand, all worlds within me roll. 
Mine eye their fplendor, and my breath their foul. 
Larth, with her lands and feas, my power proclaims, 
There moves my fpirit, there defcend my flames ; 
Grac’d with the femSIanre of the Maker’s mind, 

Rofe from the darkfome dull the reas’ning kind. 
With powers of thought to trace th’ eternal caufe. 
That all his works to one great fyftem draws. 

View the lull chain of love, th’ all-ruling plan. 

That binds the God, the angel, and the man. 

That gives all hearts to feel, all minds to know 
The blifs of harmony, of ftrife the woe. 

This heav’n of concord, who of mortal ftrain 
Shall dare oppofe — he lifts his arm in vain ; - 
Th’ avenging univerfe on him lhall roll 
Th’ intended wrong, and whelm his guilty foul. 
Then lend your audience ; hear, ye fons of earth, 
Rife into life, behold the promis’d birth ; 
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From pain to joy, from guilt to glory rife. 

Be babes on earth, be feraphs in the Ikies. 2io 

O’er mortal fcenes exalt the deathlefs mind. 

And fejze the blcflings qf a nobler kind. 

That wait your choice, that crpwn, in worlds above, 

Tire fainted hoft, the iirft-born funs of love. 

f r r 

View the glad throug, the glorious triumph. join, 21^ 

Their paths purfue, and in their fplendor flrinc. 

Hail, with feraphic fmiles, the bleft abode, 

Affume their fpotlefs, robes, and reign befide your God. 

Thus heard the Hero — while his roving. view 

Trac’d other crowds that liberal arts purfue ; ^ 

When thus the Seraph : — Lo, a (apicjit. b^d. 

The torch of fcience flaming in their hand ! 

Thro’ nature’s range their, ardent fouls afpire,,, 

Or wake to life the canvafs and the lyre. 
fc > • i ■ . 

Flxt in fublimeft. thought, behold them rife, 22^ 

Superior worlds unfolding to their eyes ; 

* 0 “ 

Heav’n in their view unveils th’ eternal plan. 

And gives new guidance to the paths of man. 

See on yon dark’ning height bold Franklin tread, 
Hcav’n’s awful thunders rolling o’er his head ; 230 

Convolving clouds the billowy. Ikies deform. 

And forky flames emblaze the black’ning ftorm. 
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See the defcending ftreams around him burn, 

Glance on his rod, and with his guidance turn ; 

He bids conflidling heav’ns their blafts expire, 235 

Curbs the fierce blaze and holds th’ imprifion’d fire. 

No more, when folding dorms the vault o’erfpread, 

The livid glare (hall drike thy race with dread ; 

Nor towers nor temples, (huddering with the found, 

Sink in the flames and fpread dedruftion round. 240 
His daring toils, the threat’ning blad that wait. 

Shall teach mankind to ward the bolts of fate ; 

t 

The pointed deel o’er-top the lofty fpirc, 

And lead from trembling walls the harmlefs fire ; 

Jn his glad fame while didant worlds rejoice, 245 

f jr as the lightnings fhine or thunden raife their voice. 

See the fage Rittenhoufe, with ardent eye. 

Lift the long tube and pierce the dairy fky ; 

Clear in his view the circling fyftems roll. 

And broader fplendors gild the central pole. 

He marks what laws th’ eccentric wand’rers bind. 

Copies creation in his forming mind, 

And bids, beneath his hand,' in femblance rife. 

With mimic orbs, the labours of the Ikies.' 

Here wond’ring crowds with raptur’d eye behold .. 

The fpangled hcav’ns their myftic maze unfold ; 


250 
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While each glad fage his fplendid hall may grace. 

With all the fpheres that cleave th’ etherial fpace. 

To guide the Tailor in his wandering way, 

See Godfrey’s * toils reverfe the beams of day. g6o 

His lifted quadrant to the eye difplays 
From adverfe Ikies the countera<51ing rays ; 

And marks, as devious fails bewilder’d roll. 

Each nice gradation from the ftedfaft pole. 

See, Weft with glowing life the canvafs warms; 3 , 6 ^ 
His fovereign hand creates impafllon’d forms. 

Spurns the cold critic rules, to feize the heart. 

And boldly burfts the former bounds of Art. 

No more her powers to ancient lore confin’d. 

He opes her liberal aid to all mankind ; 

And calls to life each patriot, chief, or fage. 

Garb’d in the drefs and drapery of his age. 

Again bold Regulus to death returns. 

Again her falling Wolfe Britaimia mourns ; 

# 

* It is lefs from national vanity, than from a regard to truth 
and a defire of rendering perfonal jufticc, that the author wifhes 
to reftify the hiftory of Science in the circumftance here al- 
luded to. The inftrument, known by the name of Hadley’s 
Quadrant, now univerfally in ufe and generally attributed to 
Dr. Hadley, was invented by Mr. Godfrey of Philadelphia. 
•See JefferJ'm't Netfs en Firgiiua, 
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Edward in arms to frowning combat moves. 

275 

Or, won to pity by the queen he loves. 

Spares the devoted Six, whofe deathlefs deed 
Preferv’d the town his vepgeance doom’d to bleed. 


With rival force, fee Copley’s pencil trace 
The air of adiion and the charms of face. 

2 io 

Fair in his tints unfold the feenes of Hate, 
The fenate liftens and the peers debate ; 


Pale conftemation every heart appals, 

In adi to fpeak, while death-frruck Chatham falls, 

• 

He bids dread Calpe ceafe to fliake the waves. 

285 

While Elliott’s arm the hofl of Bourbon faves ; 
O’er the wing’d batteries linking in the flood. 

Mid flames and darknefs, drench’d in hofrile blood, 
Britannia’s fons extend their generous hand. 


To fnatch their foes from death, and bear them to the land. 

Fir’d with the martial toils, that bath’d in gore 
His brave companions on his native Ihore, 


Trumbull with daring hand the ftrife recalls. 

He (hades with night Quebec’s beleagur’d walls, ' 
Mid flalhing flames, that round the turrets rife. 

*95 

Blind carnage raves and great Montgomery dies. 

1 On Charleftown’s height, thro’ floods of rolling fire. 
Brave Warren frills, and fuUen hods retire ; 


While 
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While other plains of death, that gloom the fkics, 
And chiefs immortal, o’er his canvafs rife. 

See rural feats of innocence and eafe, 
High-tufted towers and walks of waving trees. 

The white waves dalhing on the craggy ftiores, 
Meand’rlng ftreams and meads of fpangled flowers. 
Where nature’s fons their wild excurfions lead. 

In juft defign, from Taylor’s pencil fpread. 

Steward and Brown the moving portrait raife. 
Each rival ftroke the force of life conveys ; 

See circling Beauties round their tablets ftand. 

And rife immortal from their plaftic hand ; 

Each breathing form preferves its wonted grace, 
And all the foul ftands fpeaking in the face. 

Two kindred arts the fwelling ftatue heave. 
Wake the dead wax, and teach the ftone to live. 
While the bold chiftel claims the rugged ftrife. 

To roufe the feeptred marble into life ; 

See Wright’s fair hands the livelier fire controul. 

In waxen forms Ihe breathes th’ impaflTion’d foul ; 
The pencil’d tint o’er moulded fubftance glows. 
And different powers th’ unrivall’d art compofe. . 
Grief, rage and fear beneath her fingers ftart. 

Roll the wild eye and pour the burfting heart, 
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While flumbering heroes wait her wakening call. 

And diftant ages fill the ftory’d hall. 

To equal fame afcends thy tuneful throng, ^2^ 

The boaft of genius and the pride of fong ; 

Warm’d with the fcenes that grace their various clime, 
Their lays lhall triumph o’er the lapfe of time. 

Withkcen-ey’d glance thro’ nature’s walks to pierce, 
With all the powers and every charm of verfe, 330 

Each fcience opening in his ample mind. 

His fiincy glowing and his tafte refin’d. 

See Trumbull lead the train. His ikilful hand ' 

Hurls the keen darts of Satire thro’ the land ; - 
Pride, knavery, dullncfs, feel his mortal flings, 335 
And lift’ning virtue triumphs while he fings ; 

Proud Albion’s fons, vidlorious now no more, 

In guilt retiring from the wafted fhore,- 
Strive their curft cruelties to hide in vain — 

The worid fhall learn them from his deathlefs ftrain, 340 
On glory’s wing to raife the ravilh’d foul. 

Beyond the bounds of earth’s benighted pole. 

For daring I) wight the epic Mufe fublime 
Hails her new empire on the weftem clime. 

Fir’d with the themes by fcere feraphic fung, 345 

Heav’n in his eye, and rapture on his tongue, 

P His 
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His voice divine revives the Promis’d Land, • ’ ' 

The Heav’n-taught Leader and the chofen band. 

In Hanniel’s fate, proud fafiion finds her doom, ' 

Ai’s midnight flames light nations to their tomb, 35b 

In vifions bright fupernal joys are given. 

And all the dread futurities of heaven. . •’ 

While freedom’s caufe his patriot bofom wamts. 

In counfel fa^e, nor inexpert in arms. 

Sec Humphreys glorious from the field retire, 355 

Sheathe the glad fvvord and firing the founding lyre ^ . 

That lyre which' erfi, in hours of daric de^air, ’ ■ 
Rous’d the fad realms to urge tJi’ unfinifh’d wat. 11 
O’er fallen friends, with all the ftrength of woe. 

His heart-felt fighs in moving -numbers flow ; 't 360 

His country’s- wrongs, her duties,, dangers, praife. 

Fire his full foul and animate his lays j . . 

Immortal Walhington with joy fhall own , 

So fond a fav’ritcand fobrave a fon, 
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ARGUMENT. 

'The vtf.on fufpaiJcd. Caufcs of the flaw progrefs that Scienci 
hai hitherto made in the worlds and of its frequent interrup~ 
tions. Its ancient compared with its modern efablijhment. 
Confeqttenccs of the latter. Caufcs of the apparent uncertainty 
in matters of theolegji Superji'ition built on thepajjsons ; fcepti~ 
cifm on the rcafoning power, Nccejfty and happy effell of 
the united force of reafon and the pajjions in the difeovery of 
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A , 

XjLND now the Angel, from the trembling fight. 

Veil’d the wide world — when fudden lhades of night 
Move o’er th’ etherial vault ; the ftarry train 
Paint their dim fornas beneath the placid main; 

While earth and heav’n, around the Hero’s eye, y 

Seem arch’d immenfe, like one furrounding Iky. ^ 

Still, from the Power fuperior fplendors flione. 

The height emblazing like a radiant throne ; 

To converfe fweet the foothing fhades invite. 

And on the Guide the Hero fix’d his fight. jo 

Kind meflenger of Heav’n, he thus begap. 

Why this progreflive lab’ring fearch of man 
If man, by wifdom form’d, hath power to reach 
Thefe opening truths that following ages teach, 

Step after ftep, thro’ devious paths to wind, 

And fill at lall the menfure of tlic* mind, 

P 3 Why 
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Why did not Heav’n, with one unclouded ray, 

All human arts and rcafon’s powers difplay ? 

That mad opinions, and fe6tarian ftrife 
Might find no place f’ inlbit{er human life. 20 

To whom th’ Angelic Power : — To thee ’tis given 
To hold high converfc and enquire of Heaven, 

To mark untravers’d ages, and to trace 
The promis’d truths that wait thy kindred race. 

Know then, the counfels of the Maker’s mind, 25 

Tliro’ nature’s range, progrefllve paths defign’d. 

Progreflive works at every ftep we trace. 

Thro’ all duration and around all fpace ; 

Till power and wifdom all their parts combine. 

And full perfection fpeahs the work divine. 30 

So the finb week beheld the progrefs rife, 

I • 

Which form’d the earth and arch’d the ambient Ikies. 

Dark and impcrfe£t firft, the formlefs frame 
From vacant night to crude exiftence came ; 

Light ftai r’d the heav’ns and funs were taught their bound. 
Winds woke their force, and floods their centre found ; 
Earth’s kindred elements, in joyous ftrife. 

Warm’d the glad glebe to vegetable life. 

Till fenfc and power and adlion claim’d their place,. 

And godlike reafon crown’d th’ imperial race. 40 

’Tis 


Digitized by Google 



• BOOK THE EIGHTH. 231 

’Tis thus meek Science, from creation’s birth, 

•• 

With time’s Iqng circuit treads the darkfome earth. 

Leads in progreffive march th’ enquiring mind. 

To curb its paffions and its blil's to find, ' * 

To guide the rcas’ning power, and fmoothc the road, 45 
That leads mankind to nature and to God. : . . ■ 

In elder time?, when lavage tribes began, 

A few ftrong pafllpns fway’d the wayward man ; 

Envy, revenge, and fatelefs luft of power 

Fir’d the dark foul, and ftain’d the fields with gore ; 50 

Till growing bands fuperior ftrength fupply’d, 

And wall’d their cities with the towers of pride. 

And when by force the i^nfant arts arofe. 

They lur’d the envy of furrounding foes ; 

Some favage band would feize the peaceful prey, 55 

And blaft the learning, to obllrudt the fway. 

Thus, at the Mufe’s call, wlien Thebes arofe. 

And Stience dawn’d where nurt’ring Nilus flows. 

Rich with the toils of art, bold ftrudlures blaz’d. 

And barb’rous nations envy’d as they gaz’d ; 60 

The wond’rous pyramid, the tempting llore, 

The charm of conqueft,. and the grafp of power, 

Lur’d the dark world, with envious pride clat^. 

To whelm fair Science in the wrecks of Hate ; _ 

P 4 Till 
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• Till Thebes and Memphis namelefs ruins lie, 65 

' And crulh the race that rais’d them to the Iky, 

O’er Chaldea’s plains her fons began to ftray. 

To count the ftars, and trace their wand’ring way; 

Where the glad (hepherd learn’d the fleies to read. 

His loves to cherifh and his flocks to feed ; 50 

Til! haughty Babel ftretch’d an envy’d fway, 

And furious millions warrM the arts away. 

Iliffus’ banks difplay’d a happier feat, , 

"Where every Mufe and all the virtues nr.eet. 

To grace the Grecian ftates ; then, fleering far, 75 

Driv’n bv the clofe purfuit of vengeful war, 

Siie wings her flight, a weftem region gains, ' ' 

And finds a home on Latium’s friendly plains. 

But forco and conqueft foMow where flie leads. 

Her labours changing to heroic deeds, 80 

Rome’s haughty Genius, taught by her to fear. 

With pride of learning fwell’d the pride of power, 

From Brits, from Scythians pluck’d the laurel crown, 

And deem’d by right th’ unletter’d world his own. 

Till, fir’d by infult, vengeful myriads rofe, 8 j 

And all the north pour’d forth the fwarming foes j 
Like fweeping temirefts in embattled heaven. 

When fixe and blacknefs ftreak the fails of even, 

Tho 
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Thc grifly Goths’ imbodied nations rife, 

The toils of ages fpread the tempting prize ; 
Spain, Latium, Afric, feed the furious flame. 
And haplc& Science mourns her buried name. 

As when the fun moves o’er the flaming zone. 
Careering clouds attend his fervid throne, 
Superior fplcndors, in his courfe difplay’d. 
Proclaim the progrefs of a heavier (hade ; 

Thus where the Power her ancient circuit held. 
Her fhining courfe fucceeding darknefs veil’d. 
Fear, intereft, envy bound her narrow reign, 

A coaft her walk^ the Hellefpont her main. 

Ere Goj'a’s magnet pointed to the pole. 

Or taught thy bark o’er wider worlds to roll. 

At length the feenea nobler pomp afiumes, 

A milder beam difpels the Gothic glooms ; 

In fober majefty, and charms of peace. 

The goddefs moves, and cheers her filial race. 
Lifts bolder wings, with furer flight to foar, 

■iJo more to reft, till hcav’n illumes no more. 

At once, confenting nations rife to fame ; 
Here Charles’s genius wakes the Gallic name. 
There Alfred aids the univerfal caufe. 

And opes the fource of liberty and .’avvs j 
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She claims in Greece her long deferted home, 
tn wild Germania rears her Gothic dome ; 

Extends her fway o’er bleft Arabian plains . 115 

Where her own Caliph, liberal Rachid, reigns. 

While all the climes confefs her fpreading power,' 

From fartheft Ganges to th’ Atlantic fhorc. 

Ev’n horrid war, that erft her courfe withftood, 

And whelm’d, fo oft, her peaceful ftirines in blood, lao 
Now leads thro’ paths unfeen her glorious way. 

Widens her limits, and -fecures her fway. 

From Europe’s realms the Chriftian zealots pour 
In crowding millions to the Afian fhore ;• 

Mankind their prey, th’ unmeaning Crofs their pride, 125 
And facred vengeance their delufive guide. 

Zeal points their way thro’ famine, toil and blood, 

To aid with arms th’ imagin’d caufe of God ; 

Till fields of Daughter whelm the broken hoft. 

Their pride appall’d, their countlefs myriads loft, 130 
The fad remains to Europe’s Ihores return, 

And there tranfplant tlie arts that eaftern climes adorn. 

The rival barons, whom ambition draws 
Their wealth to lavifti in the Holy Caufe, 

In peace retiring, yield the kingly crown, 1 35 

And blend their cctunfels to exalt the throne. 

While 
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While flavcs, no longer purchas’d with the foil, 

Half wake to freedom and protctSled toil, 

Exchange the feudal for the regal reign, 

In queft of commerce tempt the friendly main, 140 

Find in the magnet’s power a faithful guide. 

And ftretch the fail o’er ever)' dil'tant tide. 

See Rome once more the finer arts attend. 

Her groves rewarble and her walls afeend ; 

Bologna’s * learned feats arife to fame, 145 

And, Paris, thine fuperior honours claim ; 

In rival fplendor fair Oxonia fmiles, 

And fpreads her blefilngs o’er the Britifh ifles ; 

Tlicre, like the Aar that leads the' orient d;iy, 

Chaucer dire 61 s his tuneful fons their way. 150 

See bold Copernicus with ardent foul 
Explore the ftars and teach their orbs to roll ; 

And Fauftus, f with a happier ftretch of mind. 

Awakes th’ unbounded genius of mankind ; 

* The univerfities of Bologna, Paris and Oxford, as to the 
dates of their infiitiition, are placed in this order by Dr. Robert- 
fon in his introduiAion to the hiftory of Charles V. 

t Perhaps there is no fubje£l in the hiftory of art, on which 
the aflertions of writers have been fo various with refjrecft to the 
name of the invenier, as on that of printing. I have aferibed 
this invention to John Fauftus ; though I can fcarcely recolleft 
on which of the numerous authorities I grounded my opinion. 
One would think a difeovery of this nature would have been 
* more 
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WiJc o’er die world his letter’d types difplay 155 

The Works of Science, and confirm her fway. 

Bold chivalry romantic aids her caufe ; 

In honour’s name the knight his falchion draws f 
Lur’d by the charms that grace the guardlefs Fair, 

To virtue’s cries he bends his generous care, r6o 

Thro’ toil and pain in quell of glory roves. 

Braves death and danger for the maid he lov'es r 
While fir’d by gallantry, the generous art 
Improves the manners and amends the heart. 

When pride and rapine held their vengeful fway, 165 
And praife purfo’d where conqueft led the way, 

Nature’s fereneft grace, the female mind. 

By rough-brow’d power neglefled and confin’d. 

« 

Unheeded figh’d, mid empire’s rude alarms. 

Unknown its virtues, and en&iv’d its charms. 1 70 

So the lone wDd-rofe opes the fweeteil bloom. 

To feent th’ unconfeious thorn, and wither round the tomb. 

' more likely than any other to have thrown a fplendor upon 
its own origin, and to have perpetuated its own hiftoiy. 
But the obfeurity in which it is involved is probably 
owing to this circumftance, that the ait was at nrft con- 
lidered as diabolical; thofe who lirft prafVifed it were perfe- 
cuted; and a? they fled from one country to another, they were 
probably obliged to change their names. The man who firft 
carried the art into F ranee, was taken up as a forrercr, and a 
piofecution was carrieu on againft him as fuch, by the dodfors 
ot law. 

Bleft 
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Bleft Science then, to nigged toils confin’d, 

Rufe but to conquer and enflav-e mankind. 

O’er gentle palllons fpread a harfh controvd, 175 

And wak’d the glare of grandeur in the fouL 
She taught the lance to thirll for human gore. 

She tauglw pale snrarice to fwell the (lore, 

Taught milder arts the peaceful prize to yield. 

Her Mufe to thunder thro’ th’ embattled field ; jSo 

In ruin’d realms to build the Ihrine of fame, 

And call celeftial aid to raife a tyrant’s name. 

In chains and darknels mourn’d the haplcfs Fair, 

The price of gold, di’ infulted prize of war. 

While fires, unfeeling, claim’d the fordid dower, 185 
And nymphs were fold the Haves of lull and power. 

A happier morn now brightens in the flues, 

Superior arts, in peaceful glory, rife ; i 

Wliile fofter virtues claim the public care. 

And crowns of laurel grace the rifmg Fair. 

^hile ftates and empires, policies and laws, 

Lure the firm patriot in the bolder caufe. 

To ftem the tide of power or guide the war, 

Like thee to fufFer and like thee to dare— • 

With equal honour, as with fofter grace. 

The well-taught matron guides die infant race. 

On . 
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On this broad bafe while Science rears her fene. 

New toils and triumphs fill her glorious train, 

Thro’ fairer fields ftie leads th’ expanding mind. 

Glads every clime,, and dignifies mankind. 

Tho’ ftill the jride of kings the firife maintains, . 

Their hods wide fvveeping o’er the {eas and plains j 
With engines new they rend the harmlefe-air. 

And lofe the horrors in the pomp of war. 

While the glad fage tp ufeful labpu;rs, fijars, . , ! 

Tempts other feas and unknown worlds bjtpiores. 

Bids feeble tribes difplay their powers abroad. 

And regions fmile wiUiput the wafte of bdood. 

Then, while^the daring Mufe, ifpm ,'heav’nly .^ires. 
With life divine. thp raptur’d bard infpires, 210 

With bolder hand he Ilrikes the trembling iftiing, • . 
Virtues and loves and deeds like Aine.to fiug. "■;, ■ ’’ 

No more with vei^gefid ; chiefs and furious gods* 

Old Ocean crimfons andrQljtfUpus nods, ■ ;r. 
Norheav’ns, convulfive, rend the dark itrofiatuod, ' *15 

Nor Titans groan beneath die heaving ,gte»nd i . . - .. .i' 

But milder themes.fhall wake the psets fang,' ' r 

Life in the foul and rajiture on thertp^gpe j . ' 

To moral charms be Ifids, die world ^attendj . ■ 

Fraternal nations ibeial tics extend • *. ■ ; *cb 

Thro’ 
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Tliro’ union’d realms die rage of conqueft ceafe, 
War fink in night, and nature finile in peace. 

Then lhall he foar fublimer heights, and rove 
O’er brighter walks, and purer climes of love ; 

Rapt Into vifion of the bleft abode. 

From Angel-harpi to catch th’ infpiring God ; 
Thro’ hcav’ns o’er-can<Jpy’d by heav’ns, behold 
New funs afccnd and other Ikies unfold. 

Seraphs dnd fyllem’d worlds around him fhine. 

And lift his mortal drains to harmony divine. 

r 

To thefe fupcrior 'flights, the Chief rejoin’d, 

If future years fhall raife the roving mind ; ‘ • ' 

Progrefllve arts exalt the foUl on ’high. 

Peace rule the earth, and faith unfold the Iky ; 

Say, how lhall truths like Ihtfe to man be given. 

Of Science firtd the I’units mark’d by Heaven ? 

In every age fince reasoning pride began, 

And heav’n’s dread Sire reveal’d himfelf to man 
What different faiths the changing race infpire ! 
What blind devotions and unhallow’d fire ! 

^hat gods of "human form and favage power 
Cold fear could falhion or mad zeal adore ! 

Thefe crowd their temples, thofe their names defpife. 
In each dire caufe th’ exulting martyr dies ; 
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Till, fenfe renounc’d, and virtue driv’n afar, 

Rage fires the realms, religion founds to war ; 

And the firft blcfling Heav’n for earth defign’d. 
Proves tlie fevereft curfe that waits mankind. 

Say then, my Guide, — if heav’nly wifdom gave 
To erring man a life beyond the grave— 

If one creative Power, one living (pul 
Produc’d all beings and preferves the whole ; 

Who, thron’d in light, with full perfedlion Well, 
Mid changing worlds, enjoys eternal reft ; 

While man, ftUl grov’ling, paflionate, and^ blind. 
Wars with his neighbour and deftroys his kind— 

Say, what connefting chain, in endlefsline. 

Links earth to heav’n, and. mortal with divine, 
Applies alike to ever)' age and clime. 

And lifts the foul beyond the bounds of time ; 

And when ftiall Science trace th’ immortal way, 

And hail religion in her native day ; 

The Power return’d Thy race (hall foon behold 
Reafon expand and moral lights unfold ; 

While Science rifes, freed from pedant pride. 

Of truth the ftandard and of faith the guide. 

The paftions wild, that fway the changing mind, 
Tire reafoning powers, her watchful guides defign’d. 
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Each, unreftrain’d, alike fubvert the plan, 
Miflcad the judgment, and betray the man ; 
Hence raging zeal or fccptic fcorn prevails, 
And arms decide the faith, where wifdom foils. 

270 

Of human pafllons, one above the reft. 

Fear, love, or envy, rules in every breaft ; 

And, while it varies with the changing clime. 
Now ftoops to earth, now lifts the foul fublime. 
Forms local creeds of fuperftitious lore. 

275 

Creates the god, and bids the world adore. 

S 

Lo ! at the Lama’s feet, as lord of all. 

Age following age in dumb devotion fall ! 

The youthful god, mid fuppliant kings enftirin’d, 
Difpenftng fate and ruling half mankind. 

Sits, with contorted limbs, a lllent Have, 

280 

An early vi£lim of a fecret grave. 

And, where the mofque’s dim arches bend on high, 
Mecca’s dead prophet mounts the mimic Iky ; 

While pilgrim hofts, o’er tracklefs deferts come. 
Crowd the deep Ihrine, and worftiip round his tomb 1 

285 

See Memphian altars reek with human gore, 
Gods hifs from caverns, or in cages roar ; 

290 
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Nile pours from heav’n a tutelary flood, 

And vales produce the vegetable god ! * 

Two rival Powers the Magian faith infpire. 

The fire of Darknefs, and the fource of Fire : 

Evil and Good, in thefe contending rife, 295 

And each, by turns, the fovereign of the Ikies ! 

Sun, ftars, and planets round the earth behold 
Their fanes of marble and their Ihrines of gold ; 

The fea, the grove, the harveft and the vine 

Spring from their gods, and claim a fource divine j 300 

While heroes, kings, and fages of their times, 

I 

Thofe gods on earth, are gods in happier climes , 

Minos in judgment fits, and Jove in power. 

And Odin’s friends are feafted ftill with gore. 

Yet wifdom’s eye with juft contempt deferies 305 

Thefe rites abfurd, and bids tTie world defpife : 

Tlien reas’ning powers o’er paflion gain the fway. 

And (hroud in deeper glooms the mental ray. 

See the proud fage, with philofopliic eye, 

Rove thro’ all climes, and trace the ftarry Iky, 310 

The fyftems mark, their various laws purfue. 

The God ftill rifing to his raptur’d view ! 

r * O fan^las gentes, quibus haec nafeuntur in hortis 

Numina ! Jm. Sat. 15. 
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But what this God ? and what the great defign, 

Why creatures live, or worlds around him Ihinc ? 

If all perfe6Hon dwelt in him alone, 315 

If power, he cries, and wifdom were his own. 

No pain, no guilt, no variance could annoy 
The realm of peace, the univerfe of joy. 

Yet reafon here, with homeward ken, defcries 
From jarring parts what dark diforders rife ! 320 

From froft and fire what ftorms untempcr’d rave ! 

What plagues, what earthquakes crowd the gaping grave ! 
Pain, toil, and torture give the infant breath, 

His life is mis'ry and his portion death. 

From moral ills a like deftrudlion reigns, 325 

War founds the trump, and flaughter dyes the plains , 
While wrath divine proclaims a heavier doom. 

And guilt, aftonifh’d, looks beyond the tomb. 

Wlience thefe unnumber’d caufelefs ills ? he cries 
Could wifdom form them, or could love devife? 330 
No love, no wifdom, no confident plan, 

No God in heav’n, nor future life to man ! 

WHiile thus, thro’ nature’s walks, he foars on high. 
Acquits all guilt, difpeoples all the Iky, 

Denies unfeen exiftence, and believes 335 

No form beyond what human fenfe perceives, 

Q, a ■ An 
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An anxious fearch impels th’ inquiring mind, 

Its own bright effence and its powers to find. 

From confeious thought * his reas’ning force he plies, 

And deep in fearch the adlivc foul deferies ; 340 

* Ego cogito; ergo fum. Metaph)’(ical writers in general 
rn.iy be divided into two clafTes : The fkft clafs, againji the 
(iiiir.tcs of their reafon, rejedl a propofition, becaufe it is con- 
trary to the opinions of the age, and to the traditions handed 
down from their anceftors ; when, for the moft part, thefe tra- 
ditions are the fruit of an original deception innxjfed upon the 
fenfes, or of an artful fable contrived by intereued men. The 
other clafs, againji the evidence of their fenfes, reje£t a propoli- 
tion, ber.aufe it cannot be proved by an abllradt theory previ- 
oufly fettled in their own minds, and fuppofed to have been 
eftablifiied by a chain of reafoning. 

It is difficult to fay which of thefe clafles deviates the moft 
from that moral fenfe, which is the rcfult of rational information, 
and the only criterion of truth that we are able to obtain. The 
firft clafs has been in all ages the fupporters of the religion of 
the country where they have lived ; whatever may have been 
the abfurdities of that religion, and whatever degree of wicked- 
nefs may have been enjoined in its pradfice. The fecond clal^ 
not only overturns all religion, but ftrikes at the root of morals, • 
deftroys the obligations offociety, oppofesthe common princi- 
ples ofprudence in the phyfical concerns of life andthepreferva- 
tioii of the fpecies. The former fyftem has done the moft mjfchief 
in the world, becaufe its doftrines are always calculated to gain 
the belief of the great body of mankind, and to keep them in per- 
petual contention about the particular modes of faith that hap- 
pen to predominate in different focieties. The latter is lefs per- 
nicious, becaufe its abfurdities arc too glaring to impofe upon 
the common fenfe of men. 

The general happinefs of mankind is doubtlefs to be attained 
by purfuing a middle courfe, and making ufe of all the aids that 
arile from our phyfical fenfes, from our reafon, and from the 
experience of former ages, in reiftifying and enlightening the 
conj'cknces of men, or the morel fenfe, which is the portion of 
every human creature. 
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Yet fenfe and fubftance no relation claina, 

That dupes the reafon, this exifts a name : 

All matter, mind, fenfe, knowledge, pleafure, pain. 
Seem the wild phantoms of the vulgar brain ; 

Reafon, colled^ed, fits above tlie fcheme. 

Proves God and Nature but an idle dream. 

In one great learned doubt invelopes all. 

And whelms its own exiftence in the fall ! 

Thefe wide extremes of paflion and of pride 
A while on earth thy changing race divide ; 

That man may find his limits and his laws. 

Where zeal Inflames, or cowaid caution awes; 

And learn, by thefe, the happier courfe to fleer. 

Nor fink too low, nor mount beyond his fphere^ 

And foon tliat happier courfe thy race fhall gain. 

And zealots rave, and feeptifes doubt, in vain ; 

While reafon, fenfe, and paflTion aid the foul. 

Science her guide, and truth th' eternal goal. 

Firft, his own powers the man, with care, deferies. 
What nature gives, and various art fupplies ; 

Rejeils the ties of controverfial rules, 

The pride of names, the prejudice of fchools ; 

The fure foundation lays, on which to rife. 

To look thro’ earth and meditate the Ikies ; 
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And finds fome general laws in every bread, . 
Where ethics, faith, and politics may reft. 

Of human powers, the Senfes always chief. 
Produce inftrudlion or enforce belief ; 

Reafon, as next in fway, the balance bears. 
Receives their tidings, and with (kill compares, 
Reftralns wild fancy, calms th’ impalTion’d foul. 
Illumes the judgment, and refines the whole. 
Senfe, the great fource of knowledge, ever juft, 
High in command, but faithful to its truft. 

Aid of this life, and fuited to its place, 

Giv’n to fecure, but not exalt the rac&— 
Deferies no God, nor claims fuperior birth. 

And knows no life beyond the bounds of earth. 
Reafon, tho’ taught by Senfe to range on high. 
To trace the ftars and meafure all tlie Iky ; 

Tho’ fancy, mem’ry, forelight, fill her train. 
And o’er the bead (he lifts the pride of man. 

Yet, dill to matter, form, and fpace confin’d. 
Or calculations that amufe mankind. 

Could ne’er, unaided, pierce the mental gloom. 
Explore new feenes beyond the clofing tomb, 
Reach with immortal hope the bled abode. 

Or raife one thought of Spirit, or of God. 
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Yet names of God, and powers of heav’niy drain 
All nations reverence and all tongues contain ; 
Tliro’ every age the confcious mind perceives, 
Reafon pronounces, and the Senfe believes. 

What caufe myfterious could the tliought impart. 
Not taught by nature nor acquired by art 
It fpeaks of nature’s God — no matter when 
The Name was caught, ’tis never loft by men ; 
From clime to clime, from age to age it flies. 
Sounds thro’ the world, and echoes to the Ikies. 

It proves him, felf-revcaV d ; and all the plan 
On this connexion refts, of God and man. 

Obferve, in man, defires immortal given. 

To range o’er earth and climb the heights of hcav 
Yet fear and confcious guilt his flight reftrain. 

His God offended, and his wifties vain : 

The wrath divine, impending on his bread. 
Precludes the hope of refuge and of reft ; 

He feeks the fane, obtefts th’ avenging Ikies, 
Pours the full tear, and yields the facrifice ; 

Some foreign aid, fome mediating grace. 

He feeks to fhield him from his Maker’s face. 

All forms of worfhip that engage mankind. 

In different climes to various Names confin’d,. , 
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Require of fuppliants fome external aid, 

Some vi£lim offer’d, or fome penance paid. 

Some middle name, or reconciling plan, ^ 41 j 

To footh the Godhead and abfolve the man. 

This thought, fo wide diffus’d thro’ all mankind, 

Rofe not from earth, or force of human mind ; 

From heav’n reveal’d, it fliows fome fov’reign fcheme. 

To link this nature with the Power fupreme, 420 

From guilt and pain to lift the foul on high. 

And ope a happier fcene, a world beyond the Iky. 

Thus in clear light to philofophic eyes. 

While books on books, and creeds on creeds arife, 

Reafon refin’d with liberal glance lurveys 425 

Th’ oppofing faiths and various modes of praile ; 

Yet finds in all, what nature might approve, 

A God ofjuftice reconcil’d by love ; 

With joy beholds th’ accordant fcheme of Heaven, 

Dire vengeance footh’d, a rule of aiftion given, 430 

Man freed from pain, the ftains of guik remov’d, 

To angels liken’d, and by Heav’n approv’d. 

Death bound in chains, from his old empire hurl’d, 

And peace and union promis’d to the world. 

In this harmonious round, united rife 43S 

Power to create, and Wifdom to devife ; 

While 
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While love fupreme before all adUon flow’d. 

The firft, the laft, the chain of general good. 

Thro’ nature’s range to fpread the fway divine. 

And heav’n and earth in mild accordance join ; 440 

To one great Moral Senfe all fenfe to draw. 

Strong as neceflity, and fiit as law. 

This Moral Senfe thro’ all the fyftem known, 

Image and brightnefs of th’ eternal throne. 

By whom all Wifdom fhines, all Power extends, 445 
God (lands reveal’d, and heav’n with nature blends. 

Thro’ earth and (kies proclaim’d th’ indulgent plan. 

And fpoke the law to angel and to man. 

It taught how pain and death and all their woes 
From wayward ftrlfe and breach of order rofc ; 450 

How each difcordant whh, the foul that fwells 
’Gainft human blifs and heav’nly power rebels. 

While one clear rule difplays th’ eternal code, 

To love the neighbour, ii to pleafe the God. 

Here the laft flights of fclence (hall afcend, 45 

To look thro’ life, and fenfe with reafon blend. 

View the great fource of love, that flows abroad, 

Spreads to all creatures, centres dill in God, 

Lives thro’ the whole, from nature’s compaft fprings, 
Orders, revcrfes, fills the fum of things, 460 

Commands 


Digitized by Google 



aso THE VISION OF COLUMBUS: • 


Commands all fenfe to feel, all life to prove 
Th’ attradling force of univerfal love. 

Here ends the toilfome fearch ; in this may reft 
The doubts and fears that move the lab’ring breaft. 

As, on an arch of ftone, fome temple ftands, 465 

Looks thro’ the clouds, and ftiines to diftant lands ; 

The firm foundations, open to the fight. 

Crowd, as it grows, and ftrengthen with the weight ; 
Thus, on the charatfters of God and Man, 

By Heav’n reveal’d in this conformant plan, 470 

The beauteous fyftem refts ; and tho’ awhile 
Mad zeal o’erload it, and cold fcorn revile. 

Stands, felf-exalted, fill’d with native light, 

/ 

Firm to the faith, and growing on the fight. 

It fpcaks one fimple, univerfal caufe, 475 

Which time and fpace from one great centre draws j 
Whence this unfolded, that began its flight. 

Worlds fill’d the Ikies, and nature roll’d in light ; 

W’hither all beings tend j and where, at laft, 

Tieir progrefs, changes, imperfedlions, paft, 480 

Matter fliall turn to light ; to pleafure, pain. 

Strife end in union, angel form in man ; 

From ftage to ftage, from life to life, refin’d. 

All centre, whence tliey fprang, in one eternal Mind. 
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ARGUMENT. 

'The vijien refumed, and extended over the whole earth. 
Prefent charaHer of different nations. Future progrefs of 
fociety with tefpefi to commerce, difcoveries, the opening of 
canals, philofophical, medical, and political knowledge, the 
afjimhtion and final harmony of all languages. Caufe of 

the firjl confujion of tongues explained, and the effelt 
of their union defcribed. View of a general council of all 
nations affembled to ejiablijh the political harmony of man- 
kind. Conclufion, 
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X ^ O W, ronnd the yielding canopy of rtiade, 

Again the Guide his heav’nly power difplay’d. 

Sudden the ftars their trembling fires withdrew, 

Returning fplendors burft upoa the view ; 

Floods of unfolding light the ikies adorn, ^ 

And more than mid-day glories grace the morn. 

So ihone the earth, as if the ftarry train. 

Broad as full funs, had fail’d th’ etherial plain ; 

When no dlftinguiih’d orb could ftrike the fight. 

But one clear blaze of all-furrounding light lO 

O’erflow’d the vault of heav’n. For now in view 
Remoter dimes and future ages drew ; 

While deeds of happier fame, in long array, ^ 

Call’d into vifion, fill the new-born day. 

Far asth’angelic Power could lift the eye, 

Or earth or ocean bend the yielding iky. 

Or 
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Or circling funs awake the breathing gale, 

Drake lead the way, or Cook extend the fail ; 

All lands, all feas, that boaft a prefent name. 

And all that unborn time lhall give to fame, 20 

Around the Chief in fair expanfion rife, 

And earth’s whole circuit bounds the level’d Ikies. 

He faw the nations tread their different fhores. 

Ply their own toils and claim their local powers. 

He mark’d what tribes ftill rove the favage wafte, 25 

What cultur’d realms the fweets of plenty tafte ; 

Wliere arts and virtues fix their golden reign, 

Or peace adorns, or llaughter dyes the plain. 

He faw the rcftlcfs Tartar, proud to roam, 

Alove with his herds, and fpread his tranfient home ; 30 

Thro’ the vaft tra6ls of China’s fix’d domain, 

The fons of dull contentment plough the plain ; 

The gloomy Turk afeends the blood-ftain’d car. 

And Ruffian banners fhade the plains of war ; 

Brasilia’s wilds and Affic’s burning fands 35 

With bickering flrife inflame the furteus bands ; 

On blefl Atlantic ifles, and Europe’s fhores, 

Proud wealth and commerce heap their growing ftorcs ; 
While his own weftern world, in profpedl fair. 

Calms her brave fons, now breathing from the war, 40 

Unfolds 
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Unfolds her harbours, fpread the genial foil. 

And welcomes freemen to the cheerful toil. 

When thus the Power : — In this extended view. 

Behold the paths thy changing race purfue. 

See, thro’ the whole, the fame progreffive plan, 45 

That draws, for mutual fuccour, man to man. 

From friends to tribes, from tribes to realms afeend. 

Their powers, their int’refts, and their paffions blend ; 
Adorn their manners, focial virtues fpread, , 

Enlarge their compa£b, and extend their trade ; 50 

While chiefs like thee, with perfevering foul. 

Bid vent’rous barks to new difeoveries roll. . 

High in the north, and tow’rd tlie fouthern Ikies, . . 
New ifles and nations greet the roving eyes ; 

Till each remote!! realm, by friendfliip jmn’d, 55 

Links in the chain that binds all human kind. 

United banners rife at laft unfurl’d. 

And wave triumphant round tli’ accordant world. 

As fmall, fwift llreams their furious courfe impel. 

Till meeting waves their winding currents fwell 60 
Then widening fweep thro’ each defeending plain. 

And move majeftic to the boundlels main ; 

*Tis thus fociety’s fmall fources rife ; 

Through palTions wild their devious progrels lies. ; 

Int’reft 
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Int’reft and faith and pride and power withftand, 65 

And mutual ills the growing views expand ; 

Till tribes, and Hates, and empires find their place, 

* And one wide int’reft fways the peaceful race. 


* Since finiftiing the Poem ( the whole of which, except a 
fmall part of the feventh Book, was written previous to the 
concluGoti of the late war ) the Author is happy to 'find that 
his general ideas, refpedling the future progrefs and final per- 
feftion of human fociety, are fupported by thofe of fo refpec> 
table a writer as Dr. Price. That amiable Philofopher, in his 
Ob/eivations on the ihiportance of the American Revolutiorty remarks, 
** That Reafon, as well as Tradition and Revelation, leads us 
“ to expeift that a more improved and happy Hate of human 
“ affairs will take place before the final confummation of all 
“ things. The world has been hitherto gradually improving ; 
“ light and knowledge have been gaining ground, and human 
“ life at prefent, cohnpared with what it once was, is much the 

fame that a youth approaching to manhood is, compared 
“ with an infant. ” 

It has long been the opinion of the Author, that fuch a ftate 
of peace and happinefs as is foretold in feripture, and commonly 
called the millennial |>eriod, may be rationally expefted to be 
introduced without a miracle. Aire ibens interfit nifi dignus •vindice 
nodus, is a maxim, as ufeful to a Philofopher as to a Poet. 
Although, from the hiftory of mankind, it appears, that the 
progreft of improvement has been flow and often interrupted, 
yet It gives pleafure to obferve the caufes of thefe interruptions, 
and to difeern the end they were deligned in the courfe of 
Providence to anfwer, in accelerating the lame events, which 
they feemed for awhile to retard, ^e ftate of the Arts and 
Sciences among the ancients, viewed with reference to the event 
under confideration, was faulty or rather unfortunate, in two 
particulars ; firf, in their comparative eftimation ; and fecondlyy 
jn their not flourifhing in more than one nation at a time. 
Thefe circumftances were highly favourable to the exertions of 
individual genius, and may be affigned both as caufes of the 
univerial Mftruflion of the arts by the Gothic conqueft, and 
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And fee, in hafle, tlic dellin’d Iionr advance, 

Secur’d by leagues, commercial navies dance ; 70 

as reafons why we (hould not greatly lament that ddflruftion. 
From the (ituation of mankind in the days of ancient literature, 
it was natural that thofe arts which depend on the imagination, 
fuch as Architecture, Statuary, Painting, Eloquence, and 
Poetry, ihould claim the higheft rank in the eftimation of a 
people. In feveral, and perhaps all of thefe, the ancients 
remain unrivalled. But thefe are not the arts which tend 
greatly to the general improvement of mankind. The man, . 
who in thofe days fliould have afeertained the true figure of the 
earth, would have rendered more fervice to the world, than 
he that could originate a heaven and fill it with all the Gods of 
Homer ; and, haid the expences of the Egyptian pyramids been 
employed in furnilhing fleets of difeovery, to be fent out of the 
Aleditcrranean, the civilized world would probably never have 
been overrun by , Barbarians. But the fciences of Geography, 
Navigation, and Commerce, with all their confequeiitial im- 
provements in natural philofophy and humanitv, could not, 
from the nature of things, be objeCts of great encouragement 
or enterprife among the ancients. They therefore turned their 
attention to the cultivation of arts more ftriking to the fenfes ; 
fuch as require the ftrongeft exertion of the human genius, and 
would be entitled to the higheft rank in any age of univerlal 
refinement. As thefe arts were adapted to gratify the vanity of 
a prince, to fire tl'te ambition of a hero, or to gain a point in a 
popular aflembly, they were carried to a degree of perfeftion, 
which prevented their being relilhed or underftood by bar- 
barians. The literature of the world therefore defeended with 
the line of conqueft from one nation to another, till the whole 
Was fwallowed up in the Roman Empire. There its tendency 
was to infpire a contempt for nations lefs civilized, and to induce 
the Romans to confider all mankind as the objeifb of their in- 
Rilt, and all countries as the feenes of theirmilitary parade. Thefe 
circumftances, through a courfe of ages, prepared and finally 
openedafccneofwretchednefs.atwhichthehuman mind has been 
taught to fliuddei's but it was wifely calculated to reduce maiw 
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In views fo juft all Europe’s Powers combine, 
And the wide world approves the bleft defign. 


kind to a Etuation, capable of commencing regular and exten- 
five improvements. And, however novel the aflertion may 
appear, the Author will venture to fay, that, as to the profpeeft 
of univerfaj civilization, mankind were in a much more eligible 
Etuation in the time of Charlemagne than they were in the days 
of Auguftus. Tlie final deftruiftion of the Roman empire left 
the nations of Europe in circumftances Emilar to each otlier; 
and their confequent rivalfliip prevented any difproportionate 
refiirement from appearing in any particular region. The feeds 
of government, firmly rooted in the principles of the feudal 
fyftem, laid the foundation of that balance of jjower, which dif- 
courages the Caefars and Alexanders of mankind from attempt- 
ing the conqueft of the world. 

It feems neceflary, that the arrangement of events in civilizing 
the world Ihould be in the following order : Firjl^ all parts of it 
muft be confiderably peopled ; Jiconelly, the different nations 
mult be know'n to each other ; and thirdly^ their imaginary wants 
muft be increafed, in order to infpirc a paflion for commerce. 
The firft of thefe objedls was probably not accompliflied till a 
late period. The fecond, for three centuries paft, has been 
greatly accelerated, but is now very far from being completely 
obtained. The third is always a neceflary confequence of the 
two former. The fpirit of commerce is happily calculated to 
open an amicable intercourfe between all countries, to foften the 
horrors of war, to enlarge the field of fcience and fpeculation, 
and to aflimilate the manners, feelings, and languages of all na- 
tions. This leading principle, in its remoter confequences, will 
produce a thoufand advantages in favour of government and 
legiflation, give Patriotifm the air of Philanthropy, induce all men 
to regard each other as brethren and friends, eradicate all kinds 
of literary, religious, and political fuperftition, prepare the minds 
of all mankind for the rational reception of truth, and finally 
evince that fuch a fyftem of Providence, as appears in the unfold- 
ing of thefe events, is the beft poffible fyftem to produce the 
happinels of men. I conceive it is no objeftion to this plan. 
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Tlio’ inland realms awhile the combat wage, 

And hold in ling’ ring ftrife th’ unfettled age ; 

Yet no rude war, that fweeps the crimfon plain, 75 

Shall dare diHurb the labours of the main. 

For Heav’n impartial fpread the watery way. 

Liberal as air and unconfin’d as day ; 

hat the progrefs has hitherto been flow ; when we confider the 
vaft magnitude of the obje£t, the obftniftions to be removed, 
and the great length of time that will probably be taken to ac- 
complifh it. To refume the comparifon of Dr. Price, perhaps 
the world can hardly be faid as yet to be “ approaching to man- 
hood ; ” probably we are rather ftill in our infancy ; we have 
not yet been able to wander over the whole houfe and obferve 
upon the furniture. It is poffible that fome confiderable revo- 
lutions are yet to happen, before the progrefs will be entirely free 
from embarralTments. But the general fyllem appears fo rational 
and complete, that it furniflies a new fource of fatisfadfion, in 
contemplating the apparent difpenfations of Heaven. 

The author firft ventured upon thefe ideas, in the courf*of 
the Poem, with all the timidity of youth ; determining not to 
ri(k a ferious illuftrf.tion of the fentiment in profe. But finding 
that a theory fo pleafing to himfelf has not been unnoticed by 
others, he feels a greater confidence-in the fubjeft, and hopes the 
importance of it will apologize to the reader for fo long a note. 


The forgoing remarks were written and publifhed in the 
firft edition of this poem in the year 1787. Since that period, 
the great event of the French revolution has doubtlefs induced 
the friends of humanity, in Europe as well as in America, to 
partake the opinions of the author with refpeift to the future 
progrefs of fociety ; and to look forward with a degree of cer- 
tainty to the general eftablifhment of republican principles, 
univerfal civilization, and perpetual peace. 
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Tliat every <li(l;int land the wealth might Ihare, 
Exchange their fruits, and fill their treafures there ; 
Their fpeech affimilate, their empires blend. 

And mutual int’reft fix the mutual friend. 

The Hero looL’d; beneath hl$ wondering eyes 
Bright flreamers lengtlien round the feas and Ikies ; 
The countlefs nations open all their Bores, 

Load every wave and crowd the mailed lliares ; 

The fails, in mingling mazes, fweep the air. 

And commerce triumphs o’er the rage of war. 

From Baltic Breams, that fvvell in lonely pride, 
From Rhine’s long ccurfe, and Texel’s lab’ring tide. 
From Gallia’s coaft, from Albion’s hoary height. 
And fair Hibernia, cloth’d in purer light, 

Hifpania’s Brand, that two broad oceans lave, 

From Senegal’s and Tagus’ winding wave. 

The loaded barks, in peaceful fquadrons, rife, 

And wave their cloudly curtains to the Ikies. 

Thro’ the deep Brait that leads the Midland tide. 

The fails look fortli, and fwell their beauteous pride ; 
Where Afia’s ifles and utmoB fhorcs extend. 

Like rifing funs the Bieeted inaBs afeend. 

And join witli peaceful toil the friendly train. 

No more to combat on the liquid plain. 
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In diftant glory, where the watery wav 
Spreads the blue borders of defcendi.ng day, 

Unfolding flags from every current fweep, 15^ 

Pride of the world and daughters of the deep. 

From ar£tic heav’ns, and deep in fouthcrri Ikies, 

Where froft recedes as blooms of culture rife— 

Where eaflem Amur’s lenth’ning current glides, 

Where California breaks the billoviy tides, 1 10 

Peruvian ftrcarrrs their golden margins boaft, ' 

And fpreading Chili leads thechannell’d cdall. 

The pinions fwell ; till all the cloud-like train. 

From pole to pole o’erlhades the whitening main. 

So fome imperial Seraph, plac’d on high, rij 

From heav’n’s fubliiheft tower o’erlook’d the Iky ; 

When fpace unfolding heard the voice of Gbd, 

And funs and liars and fyllems roll’d abroad, • ' 

' Caught their firft fplendors froiii th’ all-beaming Eye,- 
Began their years, arid ^kcd round the Iky ; I20 

Their mingling fphtreS in bright confulion play. 

Exchange their beams, and fill the new-born day. 

He faw, as widely fpreads th’ unchannell’d plain. 

Where inland realms for a^s bloom’d in vain, 

Canals, long-windrng, ope a watery flight, 1 25 

And, dillant Ilreams and fcas and lakes unite. 
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Where Darien hills o’er look the gulphy tide, 

B)’ human art the ridgy banks divide ; 

Al'ccnding fails the opening pafs purfuc, 

And waft the fpailding treafures of Peru. 

Janeiro’s ftream from Plata winds his way, 

Madera greets the waves of Paraguay. 

From rich Albania, tow’rd the falling fun. 

Back thro’ the midland numerous channels run, 
Aleet the far lakes, their beauteous towns that lave. 
And Hudfon join to broad Ohio’s wave. 

From dim fuperior, whofe unfathom’d fea 
Drinks the mild fun-beams of the fetting day, 

New paths, unfolding, lead their watery pride. 

And towns and empires rife along tlieir hde. 

To Miflifippi’s fource the pajDTes bend. 

And to the broad Pacific main extend. 

From the red banks of bleft Arabia’s tide. 

Thro’ the dread Ifthmus, waves unwonted glide ; 
From Europe’s crowded lliorcs while bounding fails 
Look through the pafs and call tlie Afian gales. 
Volga and Obi difiant oceans join. 

And the long Danube meets tlie rolling Rhine ; 
While other ftreams, that cleave the midland plain. 
Spread their new courfes to tlie dift^it main. 
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-He faw th’ afpiring ^niiis of the age, ’ • .'i . 

Soar in the bard and ftrengthen in the.fage j. . . <• 

With daring thought,) thro’ time’s long flight extend, 

Rove the wide liarth, .and with the heav’n afcend ; • . . 

Bid each fond wi(h, that the foul ^fljroad, 155 

Brbathe to all men,-:fo j3athre, and. to God. 

He faw, where pale difeafes wont to brave 
The force of art, a^d crowd th’ untimely grave. 

With long-wrought life the nations learn to glow. 

And blooming health adorn die locks of fnow. 1 60 

A ooundefs train the healing fcience aid. 

Its power eftablUh, dnd its bleffings fpread ; 

In every fliape, that varying matter gives. 

That reds or ripens, vegetates or lives, ■ . 

By chemic power the fpiings of healdi they trace, 165 
add new beauties to the joyous race. ' 

While thus the realms their mutual glories lend, 

Their well-taught fires the cares of date attend ; 

Bled with each human art, and {kill’d to find 

Each wild device that prompts the wayward mind ; 170 

What foft redraints th’ untemper’d bread requires. 

To tade new joys and cherifli new defires. 

Expand the felfifli to the focial flame. 

And fire the foul to deeds of nobler fame, 
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They fee, in all the boafted patlis of praife, . 

What partial views heroic ardour raife ; .. i • ! 

What'mi^ty ftates on others’ ruins flood,. 

And built,'' fecurc, their haughty feats in blood ; 5 ‘ . .e'.' 
How public virtue’s ever;-borrow’d naitiq; L r 

With proud applauft hath grac’d the deeds of fliame j l8o 


Bade Rome’s imperial flandard wave fublime, , : -M 

And wild ambition havock eVerv clime ; -nT 

From chief to chief the kindling fpirit ran, ‘ < 

The heirs of feme and enemies of man, I,r..\ 

Where Grecian ftates in even balance hung. - i8j 


And warm’d with jealous fires the fage’s tongue,. t i ^ 
Th’ exclufive ardour cherlfb’d in the breaft -'S 

Love to one land, and hatred to the refl. - • • ' 

And where the flames of civil difcoid. rage," 

And kindred arms deftm£live combat wage, igO 

The glofs of virtue rifes, ftill the fame, . ‘ 

To build a Caefar’s as a Pompey’s name 
No more the noble patriotic mind. 

To narrow views and local laws confin’d, 

’Gainft Dcighb’rlng lands direils the public rage, 195 

Plods for a realm or counfels for an age ; 

But lifts a larger thought, and reaches far, 

A ^ 

Beyond the power, beyond the wifh of war ; 

For 
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. For realms and ages forms the general aim. 

Makes patriot views and moral views the fame ; 200 

Sees with prophetic eye, in peace combin’d, ' ■ 

The ftrength and happinefs of human kind. •: .. . 

• Now had the Hero, with delighted ey^ 

Rov’d o’er the climes that lengthen’d round the Iky. ' 
Wlien the bleft Guide his heav’nly power difpby’d, 205 
The earth all trembles and the vilions fade : 

Thro’ other fcencs defeending ages roll, : v . I 

And AiU new wonders open on his fouL . . : 

Again his view the range of nature bounds, ' ■ " 

Confines the concave, and the world, fnrrounds; 2 id 
When the wide nations all arife more near, 

And a mix’d tumnlt murmurs in; lin ear. 1 ! >■ • 

At firft, like heavy thunders, borne afar, r v f 

Or the dire conflid of a moving war, • i.' 

Or waves refounding on the craggy. fliorc, ' > . • * i^ 

Hoarfe roll’d the loud-ton’d, undulating roar. I 

At length the founds, like human voices, rifer ‘ 

And different nations’ undifiinguillr’d cries- ■ .’.Vf.iD 
Flow from all climes around in wild career^ • ' '.b'.V 
And grate harfh difeord in the aching ear. ' ' . 22d 

Now more diftim^thc wride concuffion grown, i ' • lO 
Rolls forth, attunes, an accent Idee his own ; . ’ ' ■ • 

While 
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What dire diftrefs attends that boding found, ' , 

That breathes hoarfe thunder o’er the: trembling ground ^ ) 
War fure has ceas’d ; or have my erring eyes , 

Mifread the glorious vifions of the fkies ? ■ 24a 

Tell then, my Seer, if future earthquakes fleep, 

Clos’d in the confcious.'caverns of the deep. 

Waiting the day of vengeance, when to roll, i 

And rock the rending pillars of the pole ? I 

Or tell if aught more dreadful to my race, 245 

In thefe dark figns thy heav’nly wifdom trace ? 
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While thoufand tongues from different regions pour. 
And drown all words in one convulfrng roar. 

By turns the founds affimilating rife. 

And fmoother voices gain upon the (kies ; 

Mingling and foft’ning frill, in every gale. 

O’er the harfli tones harmonious frrains prevaiL 
At lafr a fimple, univerfal found 
Fills every clime and fooths the world around 
From echoing fliores the fwelling frnun replies. 

And moves melodious o’er the warbling fkies. 

Such wild commotions as he heard and view’d, 

In fix’d afronilhment the Hero ftood, ■ • ' ; 

And thus befought the Guide : — Cclefrial friend. 
What good to man can thefe dread fcenes intend ? 
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And why the wild confufion melts again, ; 

In the fmooth glidings of a tuneful ftrain ? 

The voice of Heav’n replied ; — Thy fears give o’er ; 

The rage of war lliall fweep the plains no more ; ,250 

No dire diftrefs thefe fignal founds foredoom, , ; 

( 

But give the pledge of peaceful years to come •; > ’ • 

Tlie tongues of nations, here, liarmonious blend, 

Till one pure language thro’ the earth extend. 

Thou know’ll, when impious Babel dar’d arife, 255 
To brave th’ uplifted arches of the Ikies, • r • 

Tumultuous difeord feiz’d the trembling bands, ; 

Oppos’d their labours, and unnerv’d their hands,- , j- > , . j 
Difpers’d tlie bickering tribes, and drove them for, ‘ . , 
To roam the walle and ifirc- their fouls for war ; {26O 

Batle kings arife, and from tlieir feats be hurl’d, 

And pride and conquefl wander o’er the world. 

In this the marks of hoav’nly wildqm Urine, ; 

And fppak the counfel, as the hand. divine. , 

In that far age, when o’er the world’s bro.id wade ^ 265 
Untravers’d wiles their gloomy, lhadows cad, ■ . 

If men, while pride and power the bread inflam’d, ^ 

By fpeech allied, one natal region claim’d, , : 

No timorous tribe a different clime would gain^ 

Or lift the fail, pr dare tire billowy main. 270 

y ' Fix’d 
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Fix’d in a central fpot, their luft of pmver 
Would rage infatiate, and the race devour ; 

A howling walle th’ unpeopled world remain. 

And oceans roll, and climes extend in vain. 

Far other counfels, in th’ Eternal Mind, 47^ 

Lead on th’' unconfcious fleps of human kind ; 

O’cr-rule the ills their daring crimes produce. 

By ways unfeen, to ferve the happieft ufe. 

Fof this, the early tribes were taught to range. 

For this, their language and their laws to change ; aSo 
Tempt the wide wave, and ply the yielding foil. 

To crown with fruits the hardy hand of toil, 

Divide their forces, wheel the conquering car, , ' 

Deal mutual death, and civilize by war. 

And now th’ effetfis, tihro’ every land, extend, 48 5 

Thefe dread events have found tlleir fated end ; 
Unnumber’d tribes harve dat’d the fevage Wood,' 

And dreams urmumber’d fwell’d with human blood!, 
Increafing nations, with the yeast of time, 

Spread their wide walks to each delighted clime, ' 29^ 

To mutual wants their barter’d tributes paid. 

Their counfels foften’d, and their wars allay’d!. 

At this^left period, tvhen thy peaceful race 
Shall fpeak one language and one caufe' embrace, 

• Science 
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Science and arts a fpeedier coqrfe fliall find. 

And open earlier on the infiint mind. 

No foreign terms fhall crowd, wIA barb’rous rules. 

The dull, unmeaning pageantry of fehook ; 

Nor dark authorities, nor names unknown. 

Fill the learn’d head with ign’rance not its own ; 300 

But trutli’s fair eye, with beams unclouded, fhine. 

And fimplefi rules her moral lights confine ; 

One living language, one unborrow’d drefs. 

Her boldeft flights with manly force exprek ; 

Triumphant virtue, in the garb of truth, 305 

Win a pure paflage to the heart of youth, 

Pervade aD climes, where funs or oceans roll. 

And warm the world with one great moral foul. , 

As early Phofphor, on his golden thione, 

Fair type of truth and promife of the fun, gip 

Smiles up the orient, in his rofy ray, 

Illumes the front of hcav’n, and leads the <by ; 

Thus foaring Science, daughter of the (kies, 

Firft o’er the nations bids her beauties rife. 

Prepares the glorious way, to pour abroad 315 

The beams of Heav’n’s own morn, the f^ndors of a God. 
Then bleft Religion leads the raptur’d mind 
Thro’ brighter fields and pJeafures more refill’d ; 

Teaches 
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Teaches the roving eye, at one broad view, 

To glance o’er time and look exiftence thro’, 320 

See worlds, and worlds, to Being’s formlefs end. 

With all their hofts on one dread Power depend. 

Seraphs and funs and fyftems round him fife. 

Live in his life and kindle from his eyes. 

His boundlefs love, his all-pervading foul 325 

Illume, fublime, and harmonize the whole ; 

Teaches the pride of man to fix its bound. 

In one fmall point of this amazing round ; 

To fhrink and reft, where Heav’n has fix’d its fate, 

A line iu fpace, a moment for its date ; 330 - 

Inftrudls the heart a nobler joy to tafte. 

And fhare its feelings with another’s bread. 

Extend its warmeft wifti for all mankind. 

And catch the image of the Maker’s mind ; 

While mutual love commands all ftrife to ceafe, 335 
And earth join joyous in the fongs of peace. 

Thus heard the Chief, impatient to behold 
Th’ expedled years, in all their charms, unfold ; • 

The foul ftood fpeaking thro’ his gazing eyes. 

And thus his voice : — Oh, bid the vifions rife ! 340 

Command, celeftial Guide, from each far pole, 

Tlie blifsful morn to open on my foul, 

z ; And 
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And lift thofc fccnes, tliat ages fold in night,. 
Living and glorious, to my longing fight ; 

Let heav’n, unfolding, ope th’ eternal throne, 

And all the concave Bame in one cleai' fun ; 

< On clouds of fire, with Angels at his fide, 

The Prince of peace, the King of Salem, ride. 

With fmiles of love to greet the raptur’d earth. 

Call flumb’ring ages to a fecond birth ; 

With all his whitc-rob’d millions fill the train, 

And here commence th’ interminable reign ! 

Such views, the Power replies, would drown thy 
And feal thy vihons in eternal night ; ' 

Nor Heav’n permits, nor Angels can difplay 
The unborn glories of that blifsful day. 

Enough for thee, that thy delighted mind 
Should trace the deeds and blefllngs of thy kind ; 
That time’s defcending vale fhould ope fo far. 
Beyond the reach of wretchednefs and war. 

Till all the patlis in Heav’n’s extended plan 
Fair in tliy view fhould lead the fteps of man. 

And form, at laft, on earth’s benighted ball. 

Union of parts and happinefs of all. 

To thy glad view thefc rolling fcencs have fhown 
What boundlcfs b^eflings thy vail labours crown j 
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Tliat, with the joys of unborn ages bleft, 

Thy foul, exulting, may retire to reft. 

And find, in regions of unclouded day. 

What hcav’n’s bright walks and endlefs years difplay. 3;^ 

Behold, once more, around the earth and Iky, 

The laft glad vifions wait thy raptur’d eye. 

The great Obferver look’d ; the land and fea> 

In folemn grandeur, ftretch’d beneath hiift, lay ; 

Here fwell the mountains, there the oceans roll, 375 
And beams of beauty kindle round the pole. 

O’er all the range, where coafts and climes extend. 

In glorious pomp the works of peace afeend. 

Rob’d in the bloom of fpring’s eternal year. 

And ripe with fruits, the fame glad fields appear ; 380 

On each long ftrand unnumber’d cities run, 

Expand their walls, and fparkle to the fun ; 

The ftreams, all freighted from the bounteous plain, 

Swell with the lend and labour to the main ; 

Where wid’ning waves command a bolder gale, 383 
And prop the pinions of a broader fail : 

Sway’d with the floating weight the ocean toils, 

And joyous nature’s laft perfeilion fmiles. 

‘ Now, fair beneath his view, the vifion’d age’ 

Leads the bold aftors on a broader ftaga ; 390 

' When, 
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When, cloth’d majcftic in the robes of fl.ite, 

Mov’d by one voice, in general council meet 

The fathers of all empires : ’twas tlie place, 

Near the firft footfteps of the human race, 

Where wretched men, firft wandering from tlieir God 39^ 

Began their feuds and led their tribes abroad. 

In this mid region, this delightful clime. 

Rear’d by whole realms, to brave tlie wrecks of time, 

A fpacious ftru6fure rofe, fublimely great. 

The lafl refort, th’ unclianging feene of ftate. 400 

_ On rocks of adamant the walls afeend. 

Tall columns heave, and Parian arches bend ; 

High o’er the golden roofs, the rifing fpires. 

Far in the concave meet the folar fires ; 

Four blazing fronts, with gates unfolding high, 405 

Look, with immortal fpicndor, round the Iky : 

Hither the delegated fires afeend. 

And all the cares of every clime attend. 

As the fair firft-born meflengers of Heaven, 

To whom the care of Aars and funs is given, 410 

When the laA circuit of their winding fpheres 

/ 

Hath finiflh’d time and mark’d their fum of years. 

From all the bounds of fpace ( their labours done ) 

Shall wing their triumphs to th’ eternal throne ; 

S £adi, 
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Each, from his far, dim fky, illumes the road, 41^ 

And fails and centres tow’rd the mount of God ; 

There, in mid heav’n, their honour’d feats to fpread. 

And ope th’ untarnifli’d volumes of the dead : 

So, from all climes of earth, the gathering throng. 

In fhips and chariots, Ihape their courfe along, 420 

Reach with unwonted fpeed the place alTign’d 
To hear and give the counfels of mankind. 

Now the dread concourfe, where the arches bend,. 

Pour thro’ by thoufands, and their feats afeend. 

Far as the centred eye can range around, 425 

Or the deep trumpet’s folemn voice refound. 

Long rows of reverend fires, fublime, extend. 

And cares of worlds on every brow fufpend. 

High in the front, for manlier virtues known, 

A fire cle£l, in peerlefs grandeur, (hone ; 430 

And rifing op’d the univerfal caufe. 

To give each realm its limit and its laws ; 

B'ul the laft breath of dire contention ceafe. 

And bind all regions in tlie leagues of peace, 

Bid one great empire, with extenfive fway, 435 

Spread with the fun, and bound the walks of day, 

One centred fyftcm, one .all-ruling foul. 

Live thro’ the parts, and regulate the whole. 

Here, 
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here, faid the Angel with a blifsful fmile, 

Behold the fruits of thy unwearied toil. 440 

To yon far regions of defeending day, 

Thy fweUing pinions led th’ untrodden way. 

And taught iiiankind advent’rous deeds to dare; 

To trace new feas and peaceful empires rear ; 

Hence, by fraternal hands, their fails unfurl’d, 44J 

Have wav’d, at laft, in union o’er the world. 

Then let thy ftedfaft foul lio more complain 
Of dangers brav’d and griefs endur’d in vain. 

Of courts infidious, envy’s poifon’d flings. 

The lofs of empire, and the frown of kings ; 450 

While thefc bright views thy troubled thoughu compofe. 
To fpurn the vengeance of infulting foes j 
And all the joys defeending ages galri. 

Repay thy labours and remove thy pain. 


t H E END. 
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A POEM: 

ADDRESSED 

TO THE INHABITANTS OF EUROPE, 

FROM ANOTHER QUARTER OF THE WORLD, 

“ But they, in footh, muft rea/on. Curfes light 
“ On the proud talent ! ’twill at laft undo us. 

“ When nien are gorged with each abfurdity 
“ Their fubtil wits can frame, or we adopt, 

“ For very novelty they’ll fly to fcnfe, 

* And we muft fall before the idol, Faftiion. ” 

Mysterious Mother, A<ft IV. 
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PREFACE. 

T HE following little Poem was pubiifhed 
, in London, in February 1792. It happened 
■ that two of the principal confpirators, the 
emperor Leopold, and the king of Sweden, 
died in a few weeks after. The oppofite 
effedts, produced by the death of thefe two 
perfons, are very remarkable. From a view of 
the general character of the king of Sweden, 
and of the particular tranfadlions of the laft 
year of his life, there can be no doubt but 
he was determined to go any lengths with 

the powers which were then confederating 

• 

againft the liberty of France ; and it is a 
confolation to human nature, that the vio- 
' ' lent 
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lent death of one fceptrcd mad-man has 
laved the people of Sweden from thofe 
horrid fcenes of (laughter which now involve 
mod: of the neighbouring nations. 

t 

The charafter of I^copold, in fome of 
its leading traits, was diredtly the reverfe of 
that of Guftavus. The latter was prodigal , 
of wealth, . and excellively eager for what • 
is called military fame, vuthout the capacity 
or the means of acquiring it ; the former 
was affedtedly pacific, moderate in mod of 
his vices, and remarkable for nothing but 
his avarice. He ha’d fenfe enough to fee that 
nothing was to be gained by a war with 
France ; his avarice, had he lived, would 
have been a fufficient guarantee againd that 
event ; and his death may be confidered as 
the immediate caufe of the war. 

The 
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The treaty of Pilnitz was doubtlefs fabri- 
cated in the court of Paris. The emperor 
agreed to it, for the purpofe of duping the 
king of Pruffia into meafures which might 
fecure the obedience of the people of Brabant, 
whom he had pacified the year before 
by a cruel deception. His defign was 
likewife to deceive the emigrant prin«es, 
who were then deceiving* him ; and to 
exhibit fuch a menacing appearance, as, 
according to his calculation, would induce 
the French people to let down quietly 
under a limited monarchy ; well knowing 
that, ‘ if they did this, their government 
would foon degenerate into a defpotifm, 
which would continue to give countenance 
to the general pfinciple- that had fo long 
enflaved the nations of Europe. 

♦ 

That he never intended, or had relin- 

quifhed 
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quilhcd the intention, of executing the con^ 
ditions of the treaty of Pilnitz by going to 
war with France, is evident from the follow- 
ing confiderations i the French conftitutiou 
was ratified, and the revolution fuppofed to, 
be fiuifhed, in September 1791. A war, to 
overturn that conftitution, certainly ought 
noif to have been deferred beyond the en- 
fuing fpring ; end as it would require an 
^rmy of two or three hundred thqufand 
men,- the winter mu ft have been occupied 
in making th.e preparations. Leopold died 
fuddenly, about the firft^ of March. At that 
time no preparations had been made for 
ofFenfive hoftilitles. The number of troops 
fent from Auftria into the Low Countries, 
during the autumn and* winter, was not 
more than was ftipulated to be maintained 
there, and were fcarcely fufficient to enforce 
the defpotifm to which he had deftined 

that 
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that unhappy people. Before the death of 
Leopold, the French emigrants at Coblentz 
began to delpair. The hopes, they had built 
on the treaty of Pilnitz had nearly vanifhed ; 
the princes had an army of forty thou (and 
gentlemen to maintain ; Louis was carrying 
on too great a (yftem of corruption at home, 
to be able to fupply them with money from 
his civil lift ; they had exhaufted their credit 
in all the mercantile towns in Europe ; 
and Leopold, confidering them in the cha-. 
ra£ter of beggars, began to. treat them as 
troublefbme guefts ; for none of the obje6ls 
of their demands could be flattering to his 
favourite paffion. At laft, to their great 
fatisfaftion, the emperor died; and his (yftem 
with regard to France was either never un- 
derftood by his own mlnifters, or it was laid 
aflde, in compliance with the predominant 

paflions 


Digitized by Google 



PREFACE, 


284 

paffions of his fon ; which happened to 
be for war, expence, and unqualified de- 
Ipotifm. ^ : 

This young man began his career by a 
folemn declaration to all the powers of 
Europe, that he Ihould follow precifely the 
lyftem of his father, with relpe£t to the 
affairs of France. This declaration misrht be 

O 

underftood to mean the open and avowed 
fyftem, prefcribed by the treaty of Pilnitz, or 
the fecret and unexplained fyftem, which was 
to avoid the war. It was univerfally under- 
flood, as it was doubtlefs meant, in favour of 
the avowed fjftem ; whole object, an- 
nounced in the treaty, was “ to. fupport 
the rights of crowns'' 

From this moment, a fpirit of hoflility 
was provoked by the Court of Vienna, 

and 
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and encouraged by the French ambaflador 
there, • who, like their other ambafladors, 
was betraying the nation, to ferve ,the 
king ; till, on the 20th of April, war 
was declared by the National Aflembly. In 
this war the defpots of Europe will try their 
ftrength, and will probably foon be ex- 
haufted. 

J^arh, 12 July 
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^ . ... -> 1 

7 V', ■ V ^ 'T 

E!<TERNAL Truth, thy.' trump unAiuntcd lent!, •; 
People and priefts and courts and kings, attend i fi 

While, borne on weftern gales from that far fhore .1/ t 
W'^here Jufticc reigns, and tyrants tread no more, ■ ■ \ 

Th’ untainted voice, that no diffuafion awes, ' ■. « 

That fears' no frown, and fecks no blind applatdc,_ i •* 
Shall tell the blifs that Freedom Iheds abroad, ' 

The rights of Nature and the gift of God, 

Think not, ye knaves, whom meannels ftyles the Great, 
Drones of the Church and harpies of the State, — 10 

Ye, whofe curft ftres, for blood and plunder fam’d, 

Sultans or kings or czars or emp’rors nam’d. 

Taught the deluded world their claims to own. 

And raife the crefted reptiles to a throne, — 

Ye, 
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Ye, who pretend to your dark hoft was given'' 

The lamp of life, the ^nryftic keys of heaven ; ^ 

Whofe impious arts -with magic fpells be^n ' ’ ' ■ 

When lhades of ign’rance veil’d the race of man ; 

Wlio change, from age to age, the fly deceit. 

As Science beams, and Virtue learns the cheat ; 20 

Tyrants of double powers, the foul that blind, 

To rob, to feeurge, and brutalize mapkind,^ 

Think not I come to croak with omen’d yell 
The dire damnations of your future hell, . . 

To bend a bigot or reform, a knave, 2 5 

By op’ning all the fccnes beyond the grave,' • ‘ 

I know your crufted fouls : while one defies ,:■■■ / 

In fceptic fcom the vengeance of the Ikies, 

• "Ilie otlier boafts,— “ I ken thee, Power divine, 

“ But fear thee not ; th’ avenging bolt is mine. ” 30 

No ! ’tis the prefent world that prompts the fong, 

The world we fee, the world that feels the wrong. 

The world of men, whofe arguments ye know, 

Of men, long curb’d to fervitude and woe. 

Men, rous’d from floth, by indignation ftung, 35 

Their ftrong hands loos’d, and found their fearlels tongue ; 
Whofe voice of thunder, whofe defeending fteel. 

Shall fpeak to fouls, and teach dull nerves to feel. 

Thmk 
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Tli'mk not ( ah no ! the weak dclufion Ihun, 

Burke leads yon witing, the world is not his own ), 43 

Indulge not once the thought, the vap’ry dream, 

Tlic fool’s repaft, the mad-man’s thread-bare theme. 

That nations, rifing in the light of truth. 

Strong with new life and pure regenerate youth. 

Will {brink from tolls fo fplcndidly begun, 45 

Their biifs abandon and their glory fhun. 

Betray the trull by Heav’n’s own hand confign’d, 

'J'lie great concentred flake, the interefl of mankind. 

Ye fpeak of kings combin’d, fome league that draws 
Europe’s whole force, to fave your finking caufe ; 50 

Of fancy’d ho{Is by myriads that advance 
To crufh the untry'd power of new-born France. 
Mifguided men 1 thefe idle tales defplfe ; 

Let one bright ray of reafon ftrike your eyes ; 

Show me yOur kings, the feeptred horde parade, 55 

See their pomp vanilh ! fee your vlfions fade ! 

Indignant Man refumes the fliaft he gave, 

Oifarms the tyrant and unbinds the flave, 

Dlfplays the unclad fkeletons of kings *, 

Spedtres of power, and ferpents without flings. 6o 

* OlTa vidcs regum vacuis exhaufta medullis. 

Juvenal, Sat. 8. 

T And 
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And lliall mankind, — fliall France, whofe giant might 
Rent the dark veil, and dragg’d them forth to light. 

Heed now their threats in dying anguilh toft ? 

And She who fell’d die monftcr, fear the ghoft ? 

Bid young Alcides, in his grafp who takes, 65 

And gripes with naked hand the twifting fnakes, 

Their force exhaufted, bid him proftrate fall. 

And dread dieir ftiadows trembling on the wall. 

But grant to kings and courts their ancient play, 

Recall their fplendor and revive their fway ; 70 

Can all your cant and all your cries perfuade 
One power to join you in your wild crufade ? 

In vain ye fcarch to earth’s remoteft end ; 

' No court can aid you, and no king defend. 

Not the mad knave who Sweden’s feeptre ftolc, 

Nor She, whofe thunder Ihakes the northern pole ; 

Nor Frederic’s widow’d fword, that fcorns to tell 
On whofe weak brow his crown reluctant fell. 

Not the tri-feeptred prince, of Auftrian mould. 

The ape of wifdom and the flave of gold, 80 

Therefa’s fon, who, with a feeble grace. 

Juft mimics all the vices of his race ; 

F or him no charm can foreign ftrife afford. 

Too mean to fpend his wealth, too wife to truft his fword. 

Glance 
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Glance o’er the Pyrenees, — ^but you’ll difdain 85 

To break the dream that fooths the Monk of Spain. 

He counts his beads, and fpends his holy zeal 
To raife once more th’ UK^uifltorial wheel. 

Prepares the faggot and the flame renews. 

To road the French, as once the Moors and Jews ; , 90 
While abler hands the bufy talk divide, 

His Queen to dandle and his State to guide. 

Ye alk great Pitt to join your defp’rate work, 

Sec how his annual aid confounds the Turk ! 

Like a war-elephant his bulk he Ihows, 9^ 

And treads down friends, when frighten’d by his foes. 

Where then, forfaken villains, will ye turn ? 

Of France the outcafl and of earth the fcorn ; 

What new-made charm can diflipate your fears ? 

Can Burke’s mad foam, or Calonne’s houfe of Peers ♦ ? 100 
Can Artois’ fword, that erfl; near Calpe’s wall. 

Where Crillon fought and Elliott was to fall, 

* M. de Calonne, at an immenfe labour, and by the aid 
of his friends in England, has framed a Conftitution for France, 
after the Englifli model ; the chief ornament of which is that 
“ Corinthian capital of polilhed fociety,” a Houfe of Peers. It is 
laid that, after debates and altercations which lafted fix months, 
he has periuaded the emigrant princes to agi ee to it. It only 
remains now for him and them to try on this new livery upon 
the French nation. 

. T 2 Burn’d 
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Burn’d with the fire of fame, but harmlefs burn’d, 
Forflieath’d the fword remain’d, and in its fheath return’d f f 
Oh Burke, degenerate flave ! with grief and fhamc 105 
The Mufe indignant muft repeat thy name. 

Strange man, declare, — fince, at creation’s birth. 

From crumbling Chaos fprang this heav’n and earth, 

Since wrecks and outcafi relics ftlll remain. 

Whirl’d ccafelefs round confufion’s dreary reign, 1 lO 

Among the difadvantagcs attending the lives of Princes, 
muft be reckoned the lingular difficulties with which they have 
to ftruggle in acquiring a militaiy reputation- A Duke of 
Cumberland, in order to become an Alexander, had to ride 
all the way to Culluden, and back again to London. Louis the 
Fourteenth was obliged to fubmit to the fatigue of being carried 
on board of a fplendid barge, and rowed acrpls the Rhine, 
about the fame time that the French army crofted it ; and all this 
for the limple privilege of being placed above the Macedonian 
in the temple of Fame, aird of cauling this atchievement to be 
celebrated, as more glorious than the pafting of the Granicus : 
as may be feen on that modeft monument in the Place Vetuhm 
in Paris. 

The Count d’Artois has purchafed, at a ftill dearer rate, the . 
fame of being ftyled “ le digne rcjeton du grand H nrt,” and of 
being deftined to command all the armies of Europe in re-efta* 
blilhmg the Monarchy of France. This champion of Chrif- 
tendom fet out at the age of twenty-five, and travelled by land 
with a princely equipage, from Paris to Gibraltar ; where he 
arrived juft in time to fee, at a convenient diftance, Elliott’s 
famous bonfire of the floating batteries. He then returned, co- 
vered with glory, by the wav of Madrid ; and arrived at \'er- 
failles, amidft the carefles of the court and the applaufes of all 
Europe. The accomplilhment of this arduous enterprife has 
defervedly placed him, in point of military fame, at the head 
of all the prefent branches of the illuftrious houfe of Bourbon. 

Declare, 


/ 
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Declare, from all thcfe fragments, whence you ftol« 

That genius wild, that monftrous mafs of foul ; 

Where fpreads the wideft wafte of all extremes, 

Full darknefs frowns, and heav’n’s own fplendor beams ; 
Truth, Error, Falfehood, Rhetoric’s raging tide, iij; 
And Pomp and Meannefs, Prejudice and Pride, 

Strain to an endlefs dang thy voice of fire. 

Thy thoughts bewilder and thy audience tire. 

Like Phoebus’ fon, we fee thee wing thy way. 

Snatch the loofe reins, and mount the car of day, 140 
To earth now plunging plough thy wafting courfe. 

The great Sublime of weaknefs and of force. 

But while the world’s keen eye, with generous glance, 

Thy faults could pardon and thy worth enhance. 

When foes were hufh’d, when Jufticc dar’d commend, 125 
And e’en fond Freedom claim’d thee as a friend. 

Why, in a gulph of bafenefs, fink forlorn. 

And change pure praife for infamy and fcorn ? 

And didft thou hope, by thy infuriate quill 
To roufe mankind the blood of realms to fpill ? 130 

Then to reftore, on death- devoted plains, . 

Their fcourge to tyrants, and to man his chains ? 

To fwell their fouls with thy own bigot rage. 

And blot the glories of fo bright an age ? 

T 3 KrU 
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Firtt ftrctch thy arm, and, with lefs impious might, 135 
Wipe out the ftars, and quench the folar light : ' ' ■ 

“ For heav’n and earth" the voice of God ordains, 

“ ^hall pafs and per'ijh, but my word rema'im" 

f • ■ 

Th’ eternal Word, which gave, in fpite of thee, • 
Reason to man, that bids the man be free. 140 

Thou could’fr not hope : ’twas Hcav’n’s returiiing ^ace. 
In kind compafllon to our injur’d race. 

Which Aripp’d that foul, ere it Aiould Aee from hence. 

Of the laA garb of decency or fenle. 

Left thee its own foul horrors to difplay, 145 

In all the blackncfs of its native day. 

To fink at laA, from earth’s glad furface hurl’d. 

The fordid fov’reign of the letter’d world. 

In fome fad hour, ere death’s dim terrors fpread. 

Ere feas of dark oblivion whelm thy head, 15® 

Rcflc 61 , loA man, — If thofe, thy kindred knaves. 

O’er the broad Rhine whofe Aag rebellious waves, 

Once draw the fword ; its burning point Aiall bring 
To thy quick nerves a never-ending Aing ; 

Tlie blood they Aicd thy weight of woe Aiall fwell, 155 
And their grim ghoAs for ever with thee dwell.* 

* See note at the end. 

' Learn 
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Learn hence, ye tyrants, ere ye learn too late, 

Of all your craft th’ inevitable fate. 

The hour is come, the world’s uncloling eyes 

Difcern with rapture where its wifdom lies ; 160 

From wcllem heav’ns th’ inverted Orient fprings, 

Tlie mom of man, the dreadful night of kings. 

Dim, like the day-ftruck o /. l, ye grope in light, 

No arm for combat, no rcfource in flight ; 

If on your guards your lingering hopes repofe, 165 

Your guards are men, and men you’ve made your foes ; 

If to your rocky ramparts ye repair, 

* De Launay’s fate can tell your fortune there. 

No turn, no fhift, no courtly arts avail. 

Each malk is broken, all illufions fail ; 1 70 

Driv’n to your laft retreat of fltame and fear. 

One counfel waits you, one relief is near : 

By worth internal, rife to felf-wrought fame. 

Your equal rank, your human kindred claim-; 

*Tis rcafon’s choice, ’tis Wifdom’s final plan, . 175 

To drop the monarch and affumc the man. 

* De Launay was the laft governor of the Baftile. His 
well-known exit, ferving as a warning to others, faved the live* 
of many commanders ot forirefles in different parts of France 
during the firft ftages of the revolution. It may probably 
have the fame lalutary effeft in other countries, whenever the ^ 
agents of dcfpotifm in thofe countries find the people are deter- 
mined to be free. 

Hail 
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Hail Man, exalted title ! firft and befl.. 

On God’s own image by his hand imprell. 

To v/hich at laft the reas’ning race is driven, 

And feeks anew what firft it gain’d from Heaven. 

O Man, my brother, how the cordial flame 
Of all endearments kindles at the name ! 

In every clime, thy vifage greets my eyes. 

In every tongue thy kindred accents rife ; 

The thought expanding fwells my heart with glee, 
It finds a friend, and loves itfelf in thee. 

Say then, fraternal family divine, > 

"Whom mutual wants and mutual aids combine, 
Say from what fource the dire dclufion rofe. 

That fouls like ours were ever made for foes ; 
Why earth’s maternal bofom, where we tread, 

To rear our manfions and receive our bread. 
Should blufh fo often for the race fhe bore. 

So long be drench’d with floods of filial gore ; 
Why to fmall realms for ever reft confin’d 
Our great affedbions, meant for all mankind. 
Tiiough climes divide us ; fhall the ftream or fca. 
That forms a barrier ’twixt my friend and me, 
Infpire the wifh his peaceful ftate to mar. 

And meet his falchion in the ranks of war ? 
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>Jot feas, nor climes, nor wild ambition’s fire 
In nations’ minds could e’er the wifli infpirc ; 

Where equal rights each fober voice Ihould guide, 

No blood would ftain them, and no war divide. 

’Tis dark deception, ’tis the glare of ftate, 405 

Man funk in titles, loA in Small and Great ; 

’Tis Rank, Dlftinflion, all the hell that fprings 
From thofc prolific monfters. Courts and Kings. 

Thcfe are the vampires nurs’d on nature’s fpoils ; 

For thefe with pangs the ftarving pcafant toils, 210 

For thefe the ear th’s broad furface teems with grain. 

Theirs the dread labours of tire devious main ; 

And when the wafted world but dares refufc 
The gifts opprefllvc and extorted dues. 

They bid wild flaughter fpread the gory plains, 215 

The life-blood gulhing from a thoufand veins, 

Erc£t their thrones amid the fanguinc flood. 

And dip their purple in the nation’s blood. 

The gazing crowd, of glittering State afraid. 

Adore the Power their coward meannefs made ; 220 

In war’s ftiort intervals, while regal fhows 
Still blind their rcafon and infult their woes. 

What ftrange events for proud Proceflions call ! 

Sec kingdoms crowding to a Birth-night Ball 1 

See 
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See the long pomp in gorgeous glare difplay’d, 22 ^ 

The tinfel’d guards, the fquadron’d horfe parade ; 

See heralds gay, with emblems on their veft, 

In tiffu’d robes, tall, beauteous pages dreft ; 

Amid fuperior ranks of fplendid flavcs. 

Lords, dukes and princes, titulary knaves, 230 

Confus’dly fliine their crofles, gems and flars. 

Sceptres and globes and crowns and fpoils of wars. 

On gilded orbs fee thundering chariots roll’d, 

« Steeds, fnorting fire, and champing bitts of gold. 

Prance to the trumpet’s voice ; while each aflumes 
A loftier gait, and lifts his neck of plumes. 

High on a moving throne, and ne^ the van. 

The tyrant rides, the chofen fcourge of man ; 

Clarions and flutes and drums his way prepare. 

And fliouting millions rend the troubled air ; 240 

Millions, whofe ceafelefs toils the pomp fuftain, 

Whofe hour of ftupid joy repays an age of pain. 

Of thefc no more. From Orders, Slaves and Kings, 
To thee, O Man, my heart rebounding fprings. 

Behold th’ afeending blifs that waits your call, 24,9 

Heav’n’s own bequeft, the heritage of all. 

Awake to wifdom, feize the proffer’d prize ; 

From fliade to light, from grief to glory rife. 

■ . Freedom 
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Freedom at lad, with Rcafon in her train, 

Extends o’er earth her everlafling reign > 250 

See Gallia’s fons, fo late the tyrant’s fport. 

Machines in war and fycophants at court. 

Start into men, expand their well-taught mind. 

Lords of themfelves and leaders of mankind. 

On equal rights their bafe of empire lies, 255 

On walls of wifdom fee the ftru£ture rife ; 

Wide o’er the gazing world it towers fublime, 

A modcll’d form for each furrounding clime. ' 

To ufeful toils they bend their nobleft aim, 

Make patriot views and moral views the fame, 260 

Renounce the wilh of war, bid conqued ccafe, 

Invite all men to happinefs and peace. 

To faith and judice rear the youthful race. 

With drength exalt them and with fciencc grace. 

Till Truth’s bled banners, o’er the regions hurl’d, 265 
Sliake tyrants from their thrones, and cheer the waking world. 

In northern climes, where feudal lhades of Late 
Chill’d every heart and palfied every State, 

Behold, illumin’d by th’ indrudlive age. 

That great phenomenon, a Sceptred Sage. 270 

There Staniflaus unfolds his prudent plan. 

Tears the drong bandage from the eyes of man, 

Points 
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Points the progrcflive march, and fhapes tlie way. 

That leads a realm from darknefs into day. ■ 

And deign, for once, to turn a tranfient eye 275 
To that wide world that Ikirts the weftern fky ; 

Hail the mild morning, where the dawn began. 

The full fruition of the liopcs of man. 

Where fage experience feals the facred caufe ; 

And that rare union, liberty and laws, aSo 

Speaks to the reas’ning race ; to freedom rife 
Like them be e(^ual, and like them be wife. 


THE END 
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Nile on Air. Burke, referring to page 294. 

■* Some of the author’s friends in England, although they joia 
with him in cenfuring the writings of Mr. Burke on the French 
Revolution, are of opinion that the pidlure here drawn of that 
writer is too highly coloured ; or at leaft, that the cenfure is fo 
fevtre as to lofe the effeft that it might otherwife produce. It 
is impollible to fay what effedt, and whether any, has or will be 
produced by this poem ; but, out of refpeft to the opinion above 
Bated, it may be proper to make Come obfervations on the effed 
that has already followed from the writings of Mr. Burke. I 
fpeak not of what has taken place in England ; where it is fup- 
pofeil that, contrary to his intentions and thofe of the govern- 
ment that fet him at work, his malicious attack upon liberty has 
opened a difeuliion which cannot be clofed until the whole fyftem 
of deipotifin, which he meant to fupport, lhali be overturned in 
that country. The prefent war with France is doubtlefs the laft 
piece of delufion that a fet of hereditary tyrants will ever be able 
to impofe upon the people of England. 

But this fubject opens a field of contemplation far more fe- 
rious and extenfive on the continent of Europe ; where, if Mr. 
Burke can view without horror the immenfity of the mifehieft 
he has done, he will fhow himfelf worthy of much higher atti'i- 
butes of wickednefs than have yet been aJfci ibed to him. It is a 
painful talk to traverfe fuch a wide fccne of llaughter and defo- 
lation as now involves the nations of Europe, and then to lay it 
all to the charge of a fingle individual ; efpecially when we con- 
lider that individual as having, for a long time before, enjoved 
the confidence of all good men, and haviiig at laff betrayed it 
from the worft and vileft motives; as he had eftablifhed his 
previous reputation by fpeaking the language of liberty, and pro- 
felfing himfelf to be the friend of national felicity. But it is not 
from a tranfitory difguft at his deteftible principles, it is from 
deliberate obfervation and mature convidlion, thatl Bate it as an 
hiBorical faff, That the prefent war, with all its train of cala- 
mities, mufl be^attributed almofl exclufively to the pen 
Mr. Burke. 

There is a peculiar combination of circumBances which 
threw this power into his hands, and which ought to be duly 
confidered, before we come to a decifion on the fubjedt. The 
people of England had enjoyed for feveral ages a much greater 
portion of liberty than any other people in Europe. This had 
raifed them to a great degree of eminence in many refpeds. At 
the fame time that it rendered them powerful as a nation, it 
made them fober, induBrious and perfevering, as individuals ; it 
taught them to think and fpeak with a certain air of dignity, 
independence and precifion, which was unknown in other ccn|p- 
tries. This circumlbuicc could not fail to gain the admiratioa of 
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foreigners, and to excite a perpetual emulation among tliem- 
f«ives. England has therefore produced more than her propor- 
tion of the illuih ious men of modern times, efpecially in politics 
and legiflation, as thefe affairs came within the reach of a larger 
clafs ot men in that country than in any ether. 

In a nation where there is an enormous civil lift at the difpofal 
of the crown, and a conftitutional fpirit of liberty kept alive in 
the people, we muft nereffarily expert to find two parties in the 
government. In fuch a cafe, as the king is fure to carry all the 
meafures that he dares to propofe, the party in favour cf the 
people are called the oppojition ; and it being always a minority, it 
gives occafion for great exertion of talents, and is fuppofed to be , 
the nurfe of every public virtue. Such has been the compofi- 
tion of the Englifli government ever fince the laft revolution. 
The oppofition has been the fchool of great men ; its principal 
difciples have been the apoftles of liberty ; and their exertions 
have made the Britifti name refpertable in every part of the 
world. Mr. Burke had been for many years at the head of this 
fchool ; and from the brilliant talents he difeovered in that con- 
fpicuous ftation, he rendered himfelf univerfally refperted. His 
eloquence was of that flowery and figurative kind, which at- 
trarted great admiration in foreign countries; where it was 
viewed, for the moft part, through the medium of a tranftation ; 
fo that he was confidered, at leaft in every country out of 
England, as the ableft advocate of liberty that then exifted in 
Eurof>e. Even kings and tyrants, who hated the caufe, could 
■not withhold their veneration from the man. 

Under thefe impreflions, their attention was called to the 
great event of the French revolution. It was a fubjert which 
they did not underftand, a bufinefs in which they had no inten-. 
tion to interfere ; as it was evidently no concern of theirs. But 
viewed as a fpeculative point, it is as natural for kings as for 
other jjcribns to wait till they learn what great men have faid, 
before they form their opinion, hlr. Burke did not fuffer them 
to remain long in fufptenfe; but, to enlighten their underftand- 
ings and teach them how to judge, he came forward with his 
“ Rejir^ions on the Re^jolution in France where, in his quality 
of the political fchoolmafter of his age, in his quality of the pro- 
fefled enemy of tyrants, the friend of the people, the moft en- 
lightened leader of the moft enlightened nation in Europe, he 
tells them that this Revolution is an abominable ufurpation of a 
gang of beggarly tyrants ; that its principle is atheifm and anar- 
chy ; that its inftruments are murders, rapes, and plunders ; that 
its objert is to hunt down religion, overturn fociety, and deluge 
the world in blood. Then, m the whining cant of ftate-piety, 

' a|[d in the cowardly infolence of perfonal fafety, he calls upon 

the principal fovereigns of Europe to unite in a general confe- 
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deration, to march into France, to interfere in the affairs of an 
independent power, to make war with the principles which he 
himfelf had long laboured to fupport, to overturn the nobleft 
monument of human wifdom, and blaft the faireft hopes of 
public happinefs that the world had ever feen. 

Copies of his book were fent in great profufion by the courts 
of London and I’aris to the other courts or Europe ; it was read by 
all men of letters, and all men of Hate, with an avidity in- 
fpired by the celebrity of the author and the magnitude of the 
fnbjedl ; and it produced an effefl which, in other circumliances, 
would have appeared almoft miraculous; efpecially when we 
confider the intrinfic charafter of the work. M. de Calonne, 
about the fame time, publilhed a book of much more internal 
merit ; a book in which faldiood is clothed in a more 
decent covering; and in which there is more energy and 
argument, to excite the champions of defpotifm to begin 
the work of defolation. But Calonne wrote and appeared 
in his true charadler. It was known that he had been a robber 
in France, and was now an exile in England ; and, whik he 
herded with the Englilh robbers at St. James’s, he wrote to 
irevenge himfelf upon the country whofe juflice he had efcaped. 
His writings, therefore, had but little weight ; perhaps as little 
as Mr. Burke’s would have had, if his real objefi had been 
known. 

But this illuftrious hypocrite poflefled every advantage for 
deception. He paLmed himfelf upon the world as a volunteer 
in the general caufe of philanthropy. Giving himfelf up to the 
frenzy of an unbridled imagination, he conceives himfelf writing 
tragedy, without being confined to the obvious laws of fi£Uon ; 
and taking advantage of the recency of the events, and of the ig- 
norance of thole who were to read his rhapfodies, he peoples 
France with affalfins, for the fake of railing a hue-and-cry againft 
its peaceable inhabitants; he paints ideal murders, that they may 
be avenged by the reality of a wide extended flaughter ; he trans- 
forms tlie mildefl and moft generous people in Europe into a 
nation of monfters and atheifts, “ heaping mountains upon 
mountains, and waging war with heaven,” that he may intereft the 
confciences ol one part of his readers, and cloak the hvpocrily 
of another, to induce them both to renounce the charafler of 
men, while they avenge the caufe of God. 

Such was the firft pidture of the French Revolution prefented 
at once to the eyes of all the men who held the reins of govern • 
Tnent in the fcveral ftates of Europe; and fuch was the authority 
of.the author by whom it was prefented, that we are not to be 
affonifhed at the effedl. The emigrant princes, and the agents 
of the court of the Thuilleries, who were then befieging the 
anti-chambers of oniniAers in every country, found anew fource 
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of ^piidence in this extraordinary work. They found their 
own invented fidlions confirmed in their fullcft latitude, and a 
rich variety of fuperadded falQiood, of which the moft lliamelels 
fycophant of Louis or of Cotide would have bluflied to have 
been the author. With this book in their hands, it was eafy to 
gain the ear of men already predifpofed to lillen to any projeft 
which might rivet the chains of their fellow creatures. 

Theft arguments, detailed by proper agents, induced fome of 
the principal fovereigns of Europe to agree to the treaty of 
Pilnitz ; then the death of Leopold, as 1 have flated in the 
preface, unhappily removed the great obflacle to the execution 
of that treaty, and the war of Mr. Burke was let loofe, with all 
the horrors he intended to excite. And what is the language 
propter to be ufed in defcribing the charafter of a man, who, in 
his fituatiou, at his time of life, and for a penfion of only fifteen 
hundred ptounds a year, could lit down deliberately in his clofeC 
and call upton the powers of earth and hell to inflifl fuch a 
weight of mifery on the human race ? When we fee Alexander 
deptopulating kingdoms and reducing great cities to alhes, we 
tranfpiort ourfelves to the age in which he lived, when human 
fljughter was human glory ; and we make fome allowance for 
the ravings of ambition. If we contemplate the frightful cntel- 
ties of Cortez & Pizarro, we view their charafters as a compo- 
fition of avarice atidfanaticifm ; we fee them infatiable of wealth, 
and mad with the idea of extending the knowledge of their re- 
ligion. But here is a man, who calK himfelf a phiTofopher, not 
remarkable for his avarice, the delight and ornament of a nu- 
merous fociety of valuable friends, refptefted by all enlightened 
men as a friend of p>eace and a preacher of humanity, living in 
an age when military madnefs has loft its charms, and men be- 
gin to unite in fcarching the means of avoiding the horrors of 
war ; this man, wearied with the happinefs that furrounds him, 
and difgufted at the glory that awaits him, renounces all his 
friends, belies the doftrines of his forfner life, bewails that the 
military favagenefs of the fourteenth century is paft away, and, 
■to gratify his barbarous willies to call it back, conjures up a war, 
in which at leaft two millions of his fellow creatures muft be fa- 
crificed to his unaccountable paflion. Such is the condition of 
human nature, that the great’eft crimes have ufually gone unpu- 
nillied. It appiears to ms, that hiftory does not furnilh a greater 
one than this of Mr. Burke; and yet all the confolation Aat we 
can draw from tlie dete£lion, is to leave the man to his own rc- 
ftsiStions, and e.\p>ofe his condufl to the execration of pofterity. 
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